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l>REFACE. 

— « — 

JTUDENTS of the British Trade Union movement, and 
especially officials and members of trade organisations 
throughout the United Kingdom, must at times have felt 
the necessity of having at their service a summarised and 
concise record of the origin of the Trades Union Congress, 
and of the remarkable manner in vrhioh it rapidly developed into the 
most important factor in matters affecting the welfare and protection of 
the industrial classes — not merely in their everyday relationship towards 
their employers, but also as to the marked way in which the deliberations 
at each Annual Congress were destined to become a most potent lever in 
their bearing upon the industrial legislation of the country. 

For many years — almost from its inception — the records of the 
proceedings of the Trades Union Congress have been embodied in a 
printed report, but no complete and continuous record of the movement 
as a whole had apparently been attempted to be prepared until quite 
recently, when a series of articles, specially written by Mr. W. J. 
Davis, General Secretary of the National Society of Brassworkers and 
Metal Mechanics, appeared in a monthly journal published in the 
interest of the Metal Workers' Federation, under the heading " The 
British Trade Union Congress : History and Eecolleotions." The period 
covered extends from the first Congress, held in Manchester in 1868, 
to the first Swansea Congress in 1887. 

This monthly journal, " The Metal Worker," ably written and edited, 
and containing a variety of most interesting and useful information, 
after running for a period of about three and a-half years, failed — like 
many other journals devoted specially to the interests of the workers 
— to secure sufficient support to warrant the Federation responsible for 
its production in continuing its publication, and it was at this stage of 
its existence that the Parliamentary Committee of the Trades Union 
Congress suggested to Mr. Davis that he should allow the first series of 
articles to be issued in book form, and at a price placing the volume 
within the reach of the members of the various societies represented at 
Congress. This Mr. Davis readily consented to do, and he has under- 
taken to complete the " Becords," the second volume of which will be 
issued in due course. 
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Obviously, the possession of such a record should the better enable 
the delegates to Congress to appreciate the importance of the work in 
which they are actually engaged, and for the continuity, efficiency, and 
success of which they are individually and collectively responsible; 
whilst, at the same time, placing before them, in a clear and concise 
manner, the difficulties and trials which those who preceded them in the 
movement had to meet and overcome, inviting a fuller recognition of 
the strenuous and splendid services which those men, by energy and 
determination, were able to accomplish, and clearly setting forth the 
benefits and advantages which the Trade Unionists of the present day 
are enjoying as a result of those earlier labours and struggles. 

By the help of these personal recollections and the abbreviated 
records of the Congress discussions, the reader will be materially assisted 
in realising the work — the comparatively prodigious work — ^which the 
earlier Trade Unionists undertook on behalf of the movement whose 
foundations they laid, and the difficulties surmounted in carrying to a 
successful issue the many legislative measures, the initiation of which, it 
can with truth be stated, mainly emanated from the deliberations of the 
men who were prominent in the earlier stages of the Trade Onion 
movement. 

The "Becords" emphasise in a most remarkable manner the 
proverb that " History repeats itself ! " and make it clear how the 
movement in favour of trade combination was impeded at every stage 
by the capitalist, with the undisguised aid of some of the judges. It 
will be gathered that whenever Parliament had legislated in the interest 
of the workers' combinations, judge-made law has time and again stepped 
in to frustrate the clear intentions of those responsible in Parliament for 
the framing and passing of such legislation. 

The right of combination, the application of the Conspiracy Laws, 
the preservation of the funds of Trade Unions — each and all have been 
periodically attacked in the Courts and by the judges, whose decisions 
have invariably favoured Capital as against the interests of Labour, and 
to reverse which Trade Unionists have always had to remain on the 
defensive, and frequently to put forth renewed activities — quite apart 
from a large expenditure of money — ^in order to have restored to them 
those rights which Parliament unquestionably intended that members of 
Trade Unions should possess and exercise. 

It will be seen, therefore, that the difficulties which have confronted 
Trade Unionists during recent years arising from the decisions given in 
the Taff Yale and the Osborne cases have bad their counterparts in the 
earlier years of the movement ; and, just as the Trade Union veterans 
could claim that, by energy and determination on the part of those 



against \7hoti1 fittoh decisions were recorded, the difficulties resulting 
therefrom were eventually overcome, so, given the same spirit and 
resolution, will the present-day barriers to the progress of the workers' 
movement be removed. 

Not the least interesting features of the volume now presented lie 
in the vivid manner in which it is shown how long and patiently Congress 
laboured to carry through factory and mines legislation, regulations 
governing the employment of women and children, amendments of the 
Conspiracy Laws, employers' liability, workmen's compensation for 
accidents, old-age pensions, Labour representation, and many other 
important legislative matters; and, if these "Becords" did nothing 
more than impress the younger Trade Unionists with the necessity 
for constant zeal and watchfulness, they would admirably serve the 
purpose for which they have been written and published. 

But they do more than that — they render a measure of justice to the 

memories of those who " bore the heat and burden of the day," the 

men who, " in advance of Law and in opposition to prevailing opinion, 

forced into national recognition the hitherto disregarded rights of 

Labour " ; and for that alone will the work of the compiler be welcomed 

and appreciated. 

C. W. B. 
August, 1910. 
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ItHB constitution of the British Trades Union Congress, 
now and for many years recognised as the Workers' 
Parliament, is, perhaps, after our Imperial Parliament, 
based on the most clear and defined representative 
principles. Indeed, in some respects, it can claim to be 
even more representative in its character than Parliament itself. The 
Standing Orders Committee governing the Congress are exacting on 
the question of duly accredited representation. No delegate can take 
his seat before his credential has been examined, which must strictly 
comply with the Standing Orders. The society which the delegate 
represents must have contributed pro rata to the Congress funds. He 
or she must be either a permanent paid Trade Union official, or be 
working at the trade which he or she represents. The expenses of 
the delegation, including railway fares and maintenance at Congress, 
are indispensable conditions. Having fulfilled these qualifications, each 
delegate is given a voting card. One man one vote rules, except that 
the unit is 1,000. Thus, at the Ipswich Congress, when the Miners' 
Federation, the greatest numerical force represented thereat, voted by 
card, it counted 350,000, and the Saddle and Harness Makers' vote, the 
smallest society, with 323 members, was recorded as 1,000. 

Congress from year to year concentrated its attention on questions 
mainly in the direct interest of the organised workers. It has occasionally 
discussed abstract problems which have affected the community as a 
whole. Its great and direct power, however, has been obtained when it 
has confined itself to demanding the removal of the workers' grievances, 
or the recognition of their increased rights. These demands were not 
made alone for Trade Uniqnists, as all workers have shared alike in the 
beneficent legislation which, without the influence of Congress, would 
probably not have been secured. Such, for instance, as factory legislation, 
the abolition of the truck system, employers' liability for accidents, fair 
wages for Government and municipal work, old age pensions, and many 
other good Acts which, by the power of the Trades Union Congress, 
have from time to time been wrung from unwilling Parliaments. 
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The Congress is peripatetic in character, the advantage of which 
is that its members gain much and varied experience, which they would 
not have if the meetings were always held in London. Often there is 
keen competition with the workers of great towns as to where the next 
place of Congress shall be, and there is also some rivalry as to the 
degree of hospitality to be extended to the delegates. 

Congress decides policy, and then elects a Parliamentary Committee 
of 16 members, to carry into effect the decisions arrived at. There is 
naturally a commendable ambition to become a member of the Com- 
mittee, as it is the highest honour nearly two million organised workers 
can confer. Its representative character is fully provided for, as one 
trade cannot have two members on the Committee. By this rule an 
able exponent of Trade Union principles, although connected with a 
small industry, can by strength of character be elected on the " Front 
Bench." Of the present and former members of the Parliamentary 
Committee, 25 have been elected to Parliament. 

The Congress seldom goes back on itself. It is no respecter of 
persons, but advances in its dogged perseverance to obtain great principles. 
No statesmen were more popular with the Congress than the Bight Hon. 
W. E. Gladstone and the Eight Hon. Joseph Chamberlain. The Congress 
was with the Irish Party on the question of Home Eule, even before Mr. 
Gladstone, as Prime Minister, declared in its favour. It supported him 
after the declaration. Congress also supported Mr. Chamberlain when, 
as President of the Board of Trade, he made brilliant speeches, and 
published exhaustive statements in favour of Free Trade. It denounced 
most emphatically the proposed countervailing duties in the sugar 
industry, condemned the " fair trade " movement, and declined to 
associate itself with bimetalism. When, therefore, Mr. Chamberlain 
went over to the Protectionists, the Congress remained faithful to its 
declared principles of Free Trade. 

The work of Congress will never be finished, as new and important 
issues arise every year. There are many questions still to be completed 
to which it has set its hand. So long as the doctrine of common employ- 
ment exists, and the age of 70 years remains a necessary condition to 
qualify for an old-age pension, surrounded by unjust conditions, instal- 
ments towards final solutions will be urged. These are examples only to 
show how far Congress has yet to travel before it can afford to look back, 
or to think of finality in any direction. 

The British Constitution, with all its faults, is, if not the best, 
certainly one of the best in the civilised world for the workers. There is not 
a Trade Unionist in Great Britain, however lowly, who, endowed with a 
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well-balanced mind, cannot ascend in the Labour movement, and be 
entrusted, with the full approval and co-operation of his fellow Trade 
Unionists, to present on behalf of Congress a case to the Prime Minister, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Home Secretary, or the heads of 
any of the Departments of the State. 

The " History and Eecollections of Congress " must in no way be 
regarded as a reproduction or even an abridged production of Congress 
proceedings. The aim of the writer is simply to show the sequence of its 
principal events, to give a ready reference to its transactions, and to 
place upon record some recollections of incidents hitherto unreported. 



The British Trades Union Congress. 
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HISTORY AND RECOLLECTIONS. 

By W. J. DAVIS. 



First Congress, Manchester — 1868. 

No organised force in Britain has had such a direct influence on the 
legislation of the country than has the Trades Union Congress. Its 
career commenced in 1868, the year in which the workmen in our cities 
and towns had, by virtue of the vote, emerged from serfdom to freedom. 
If the power which the vote gave to the workers has not always been 
used wisely, it is their own fault. On this, however, a philosophical view 
must be taken, as forty-two years, although everything in a man's life, is 
but a short span in the history of a people, and, notwithstanding that a 
national system of elementary education has for forty years been doing 
its work, the great majority of Britons have not yet realised that on the 
collective use of the vote depends the wisdom of statesmen in making 
laws which all have to obey. When men once see this, when they have 
a purpose of national aspiration, and are determined neither to look to 
the left nor to the right until it is accomplished, the redress of grievances 
and improved laws will follow and result in increased happiness through- 
out the land. 

The Trades Union Congress was inaugurated in the Mechanics' 
Institute at Manchester on Whit-Tuesday, June 2nd, 1868, under the 
presidency of Mr. W. H. Wood (compositor). This Congress was attended 
by 34 delegates, who represented 118,367 members. It was a preliminary 
Congress, and in the main confined its consideration to future action, 
laying its foundations, and deciding its policy. Mr. John Kane was 
elected Vice-President. 

In opening the Congress, the President (Mr. W. H. Wood) said the 
time had arrived when it was necessary for him to state the object 
which the Manchester and Salford Trades Council had in view in con- 
vening that assembly. Although a Eoyal Commission had been sitting 
for some time, taking evidence as to the operations of various trade 
societies in this country, yet he believed that neither that Commission 
nor the Press and the public had been enabled to ascertain the claims 
which the trade societies had, nor the principles upon which they were 



2 

established. It had, therefore, been thought desirable that representa- 
tives of all the great industries of the country should be convened in 
Manchester as the centre of provincial industry, where Trade Unionists 
might attend and discuss those points in regard to which so much 
difference of opinion had been expressed. 

The following were among those present at the first Congress : — 

Mr. A. W. Bailey Preston Amalgamated Trades Council. 

A. Bidge Ironfounders' Society. 

0. Hutchinson West Gorton. 

J. Wild Yorkshire Glass Bottlemakers. 

G. Clare United Trades Association of Dublin. 

Townley Manchester Dressers and Dyers' Society. 

Blackburn Yorkshire Glass Bottlemakers. 

Kane Association of Malleable Ironworkers, Gateshead. 

Blatchley London Press Society. 

Ellison Bolton Trades Council. 

Garstang Bakers' Society, Manchester and Salford. 

Gorton Eccles Painters' Society. 

T. Koberts Liverpool Bricklayers' Society. 

J. Bromelow Liverpool Bricklayers' Society. 

F. Bowker Salford Amalgamated Joiners (Vice-chairman). 

J . Ashton Warrington Trades Council. 

G. Potter London. 

Barker Letterpress Printers. 

P. Shorrocks Manchester and Salford Trades Council. 

W. H. Wood ...., 
S. C. Nicholson. 

A. Wood Birmingham Trades Council. 

Alexander Macdonald Manchester. 

G. D. Dewhnrst Bradford Trades Council. 

J. Wilde Botherham. 

T. Davies Bolton. 

Ord Liverpool. 

J. Wilkinson Birmingham. 

W. Dronfield Sheffield. 

The stirring events which preceded the inauguration of the gathering 
in Manchester must be briefly chronicled to understand why the 
Congress, now so often referred to as the Parliament of Labour, was so 
much needed. 

The laws had been made by the rich to grind the poor. Capital had 
by decree after decree held that the combination of the workers was 
illegal and existed " in restraint of trade," and if, as in the olden days, 
employers were not permitted to brand or mark with hot irons the faces 
of men who refused a reduction of wages, yet as late as 1832 men were 
transported for seven years for taking an oath of allegiance to a Trade 
Union. 

Vainly had the people cried out for a national system of education. 
To keep the industrial classes in a state of ignorance was the states- 
manship (?) of the rulers. Trade Unionists, being compelled to meet 
in secret, did conspire to do wrong, and used what they thought 
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were weapons of defence, but which would not now be tolerated by any 
Trade Union. 

In consequence of these acts, a Eoyal Commission was demanded by 
the manufacturers, but the Eoyal Commission found that the only way 
to put an end to this industrial strife was to recommend Parliament to 
amend the Labour laws. 

Notwithstanding the usual, and almost unanimous, howl of the 
Press against the tyranny of the combinations, Parliament in 1871 gave 
us our charter of freedom. This had been preceded by the Education 
Act of 1870, so that from 1868 to 1872 the vote was obtained, the educa- 
tion of the children secured, and combination legalised. 

The Congress did not spring into existence without opposition, as 
some members of the Junta, which previously had been regarded as the 
Cabinet of the Labour movement, looked askance at the new effort of the 
Trades Councils, and thought they were attempting to usurp the executive 
authority of the amalgamated trades. The Committee appointed by the 
Congress at Manchester persevered, however, being quite convinced that, 
with the enlarged political force of the working man, not London alone 
but the country as a whole should participate in moulding the policy 
which should be generally adopted to form the Labour programme. At 
the inaugural meeting there were 13 subjects down for consideration. 

The circular convening the first Congress, taken from the Ironmongers' 
Journal of May, 1868, will be read with interest : — 

" Manchester, April 16th, 1868. 

" SiE, — You are requested to lay the following before your 
society. The vital interests involved, it is conceived, will justify the 
officials in convening a special meeting for the consideration thereof. 

"The Manchester and Salford Trades Council having recently 
taken into their serious consideration the present aspect of Trades 
Unions, and the profound ignorance which prevails in the public 
mind with reference to their operations and principles, together 
with the probability of an attempt being made by the Legislature 
during the present Session of Parliament to introduce a measure 
which might prove detrimental to the interests of such societies 
unless some prompt and decisive action be taken by the working classes 
themselves, beg most respectfully to intimate that it has been decided 
to hold in Manchester, as the main centre of industry in the 
provinces, a Congress of the representatives of TrsCdes Councils, 
federations of trades, and trade societies in general. 

" The Congress will assume the character of the Annual Meet- 
ings of the Social Science Association, in the transactions of which 
society the artisan class is most excluded ; and papers will be laid 
before the Congress on the various subjects which at the present 
time affect the trade societies, each paper to be followed by discus- 
sion on the points advanced, with a view of the merits and demerits 
of each question being thoroughly ventilated through the medium of 



the public Press. It is further decided that the subjects treated 
upon shall include the following : — 

" 1. Trade Unions an absolute necessity. 

" 2. Trade Unions and political economy. 

" 3. The effect of Trade Unions on foreign competition. 

" 4. Eegulation of the hours of labour. 

"5. Limitation of apprentices. 

" 6. Technical education. 

" 7. Courts of Arbitration and Conciliation. 

" 8. Co-operation. 

" 9. The present inequality of the law in regard to conspiracy, 
intimidation, picketing, coercion, etc. 

" 10. Factory Acts Extension Bill, 1867 : the necessity of com- 
pulsory inspection and its application to all places where women and 
children are employed. 

" 11. The present Eoyal Commission on Trades Unions — ^how 
far worthy of the confidence of the Trade Union interests. 

" 12. Legalisation of trade societies. 

" 13. The necessity of an Annual Congress of trade repre- 
sentatives from the various centres of industry. 

" All Trades Councils, federations of trades, and trade societies 
generally are respectfully solicited to intimate their adhesion to this 
project on or before the 12th of May next, together with a notifica- 
tion of the subject of the paper that each body will undertake to 
prepare, and the number of delegates by whom they will be 
respectively represented ; after which date all information as to the 
place of meeting, etc., will be supplied. 

" It is not imperative that all societies should prepare papers, it 
being anticipated that the subjects should be taken up by those 
most capable of expounding the principles sought to be maintained. 
Several have already adhered to the project, and have signified their 
intention of taking up the subjects Nos. 1, 4, 6, and 7. 

" The Congress will be held on Whit-Tuesday, the 2nd of June 
next, its duration not to exceed five days ; and all expenses in 
connection therewith, which will be very small, and as economical 
as possible, will be equalised amongst those societies sending dele- 
gates, and will not extend beyond their sittings. 

" Communications to be addressed to Mr. W. H. Wood, 
Typographical Institute, 29, Water Street, Manchester. 

" By order of the Manchester and Salford Trades Council. 

" S. C. Nicholson, President. 
" W. H. Wood, Secretary." 

As the Eoyal Commission appointed to inquire into Trade Unions 
and other associations commenced its proceedings in the year preceding 
the establishment of Congress, it will not be out of place to put on record 
the great services to Trade Unions rendered at the time by Mr. Eobert 
Applegarth. 




ROBERT APPLEGARTH. 

BORN IN HULL, JANUARY 23, 1833. 

General Secretary, Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and Joiners, 1862 to 1871. 



[Photo, from " Labonr Portrait Gallery," publishea in 1873.] 




ROBERT APPLEGARTH. 

(PRESENT DAY.) 



Mr. Applegarth was the general secretary of the Amalgamated 
Society of Carpenters and Joiners. He gave evidence before the Eoyal 
Commission on March 18th, July 9th, July 23rd, and August 1st, 1867, 
and was the first witness to be examined. 

The sittings of the Eoyal Commission were held at 1, Park 
Prospect, Westminster. Sir WiUiam Brie was in the chair. The other 
Commissioners were the Earl of Lichfield, Lord Elcho, Sir Edmund 
Walker Head, Sir Daniel Gooch, M.P., Herman Merrivale, Esq., C.B., 
James Booth, Esq., C.B., John Arthur Eoebuck, Esq., M.P,, Thomas 
Hughes, Esq., M.P., and Frederic Harrison, Esq. 

It will be seen how unfavourably the composition of the Commission 
compares with what would constitute a Commission to inquire into such 
grave charges affecting the interests of Labour, if appointed in these 
days. Upon the Commission recently appointed to inquire into Factory 
Accidents there were three direct Labour Members. Yet the importance 
of the two issues was not comparable so fat as the honour of public 
men is concerned. 

Mr. Eobert Applegarth answered in all 633 questions. He' was put 
through a searching examination and cross-examination. His evidence 
from first to last was unshaken. Mr. J. A. Eoebuck (" Old Tear 'Em," 
the name he was known by), in the interest of the manufacturers, did 
his best to envelop questions, but however straight or involved those 
questions were, the witness was equal to the occasion, and when his 
evidence was concluded, using a sporting phrase, Eobert Applegarth 
" carried his bat out." He had proved that most of the charges levelled 
against trade societies were unsupported by evidence, also that Trade 
Unionists were a persecuted class, and that the few cases of violence 
committed against capital were the direct result of forcing men to meet 
in secret to counteract, as they thought, unjust laws made against the 
combination of the workers. 

The executive of the Carpenters and Joiners' Society at once issued 
a verbatim report of both questions and answers, which occupies 75 
pages of closely-printed matter. 



First Birmingham Congress — 1869. 

From Whit-week in 1868 to August 23rd, 1869, there was much 
speculation and controversy as to the wisdom or otherwise of setting up a 
new Labour constitution. By its ardent supporters it was contended that 
the workers' new political power required to be directed by a much more 
powerful and generally supported body than the Junta. One critic 
slightly altered an epitaph by Goldsmith to : "Here lies our good Junta, 
whose genius was such, we can scarcely praise it, or blame it too much." 
It was generally admitted,, however, that no representative force could 
have done more than the Junta with its limited powers, and it still had 
" The still small voice of gratitude " throughout the country. It had also 
its staunch adherents, and these were bitterly opposed to any new 
combination attempting to usurp its authority. They appealed to the 
" soldiers of society not to let their hearts be troubled," but to trust to 
the old and sure methods of attack. These, they maintained, would 
eventually free the unions from the fetters of the combination laws which 
had kept the people in industrial subjugation. The Junta, which was 
formed in 1867, it must be observed, had high ofl5cials and powerful 
supporters. Its policy was mainly dominated by veterans such as George 
Odger, William Allan, Eobert Applegarth, and Daniel Guile. John Kane, 
the first general secretary of the Ironworkers, Alexander Macdonald, of 
the Miners, and others, worked together with a singleness of purpose 
which have made them famous. 

The promoters of the new movement were working hard and making 
progress. The second Congress met on Monday, August 23rd, at the 
Oddfellows' Hall, Temple Street, Birmingham. Mr. T. J. Wilkinson 
(Flint Glass Makers) was elected President. This proved to be the first 
deliberative Congress ; there were present 47 delegates, representing 40 
Trade Unions and Trades Councils with a membership of 250,000. This 
was considered a marked success, and the promoters of the new move- 
ment were jubilant. 

The following is a complete list of the delegates present, with the 
names of the trades or associations represented : — 

Albion Lodge, General Union Carpenters Mr. J. IJoughtou Birmingham. 

and Joiners. 

Amalgamated Society of Basket Makers Mr. G. Badger Birmingham. 

Amal. Society of Carpenters and Joiners Mr. H. Lerwill Birmingham. 

Amalgamated Society of Iron and Steel Mr. J. Taylor Birmingham. 

Wire Drawers. 

Amalgamated Society of Malleable Iron Mr. J. Kane , Darlington. 

Workers of Great Britain. 

Amalgamated Society of Tailors Mr. P. Shorrocks Manchester. 

Associated Operative Bakers of Scotland Mr. C. Lang Glasgow. 

Birmingham Operative Bricklayers Messrs. Hunter and Birmingham. 

I Snmmers 

Birmingham Trades Council Messrs. T. Green and Birmingham. 

B. McBae 



Oentral Society of Hoase Painters Hr. G. Potter IJondon. 

Chelsea Working Men's Association ... Mr. W. Harry London. 

Go-op. Building Soc.'s of Lon. & Bristol Mr. A. A. Walton Brecon. 

Coopers and Packing Case Makers Mr. H. A. Gannt Birmingham. 

Dublin Association of Trades Mr. J. Clare Dublin. 

Friendly Society of Oper. Stone Masons Mr. T. Connolly London. 

Lace Makers' Society Mr. West Nottingham. 

Lever Lace Trade Association Mr. W. Wright Nottingham. 

London Trades Council Mr. G. Odger London. 

London Working Men's Association ... Mr. G. Potter London. 

Manchester Operative Bricklayers Messrs. J. Burton and Manchester. 

G. Lees. 

Manchester Trades Council Messrs. C. Swain and Manchester. 

W. H. Wood. 

Marylebone Working Men's Association Mr. W. R. Cremer... London. 

Nat. Assoc, of Miners, Northumberland Mr. T. Burt Newcastle-on-Tyne 

Nat. Assoc, of Miners, South Yorkshire Mr. J. Normansell ... Barnsley. 

Nat. Assoc, of Operative Plasterers Mr. C. Williams Birmingham. 

Nottingham Association of Trades Mr. PuUon Nottingham. 

Operative Nail Casters Mr. C. Blakemore ... Birmingham. 

FaddingtonLodge,OperativeBricklayers Mr. G. Howell London. 

Potteries Trades Council Mr. W. Owen Burslem. 

Preston Trades Council Messrs. A. W. Bailey Preston. 

and J. Jansan. 

Progressive Societyof London Carpenters Mr. G. Potter London. 

Sheffield Typographical Society Mr. W. Dronfield Sheffield. 

Trades Newspaper Company Mr. G. Potter London. 

United Flint-Glass Cutters' Society ... Mr. J. Doody Birmingham. 

United Flint-Glass Makers' Society ... Messrs. F. Cox and T. Birmingham. 

Wilkinson. 

United Society of Spring Makers Mr. Austin Sheffield. 

Labour Bepresentation League Mr. B. W. Latham... London. 

National Education League Mr. C. Hibbs Birmingham. 

National Emigration Society Mr. J. Bate London. 

Barr Street Beform Association Mr. W. S. Davis Birmingham. 

By Invitation Mr. G. J. Holyoake... London. 

President's Addbess. 

The President, in opening the proceedings, said he believed such a 
Congress as this was a means calculated to assist in the amelioration of 
the lot of workingmen, and he regarded the introduction of some of the 
subjects set down for discussion — especially that of Primary Education — 
as the foundation of a greatly needed reform, at all events as the fore- 
runner of reform. On the solution of that question would depend, not 
only the future welfare of England, but, to a large extent, of the whole 
civilised world. One of the papers was to be upon the subject of the 
legalisation of Trade Unions and the Trade Unions Commissioners' reports. 
Twenty years ago the legalising of Trade Unions would have been treated 
as absurd ; but so far was public opinion advanced that it was now an 
accepted fact that they must be legalised. It would depend in a great 
measure upon the action of Trade Unionists whether that legislation was 
to be a beneficial or an injurious one to them. Upon the question of the 
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reduction of the hours of labour, it demanded a clear head to decide. On 
the one hand, underwork was a rust which ate its way into the life of 
man ; on the other hand, overwork gave an excessive amount of wear 
and tear, and wore out the human system. The balance was a nice one, 
and it required care to form an opinion as to how much or little should 
be done in this direction. The subject of another paper would be the 
justification of Trade Unions. It seemed to him that the absolute 
necessity which had called them into existence was a sufficient justifica- 
tion of them, as far as the general principle was concerned. The paper 
on the causes and effects of strikes and lock-outs should be well digested 
by the Congress. In his judgment, while harsh measures compelled men 
to resort to strikes, there were also circumstances in which employers 
were compelled to resort to lock-outs. Although himself a Trade Unionist 
of 30 years' standing, and an enthusiast, he admitted that men committed 
errors and blunders as well as employers, and if the Congress could devise 
means by which the necessity of resorting to such violent remedies on 
either side might be obviated a grand gain would be effected. The 
limitation of the number of apprentices was a subject which would merit 
particular attention, and it would be their especial duty, in defending 
their own interests, to be careful that they did not trench or trample on 
the rights of others. 

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the President for his able 
address. 

CONQBESS PbOQBAMME. 

Amongst the subjects discussed were : " Legislation of Trade Unions 
and the Commissioners' Eeport," by Peter Shorrocks, of the Amalgamated 
Tailors ; " The limitation of the number of apprentices," by J. Doody, of 
the Mint Glass Makers ; " What means to adopt to make the Congress 
permanently successful," by Mr. Pulson, of the Nottingham Association 
of Trades ; " Strikes and Lock-outs ; cause and effect," by C. Swain, 
Manchester Trades Council ; " The Indian Tariff and the Insufficient 
Supply of Cotton," by A. W. Bailey, of the Preston Trades Council ; 
" Justification of Trade Unions," by various delegates ; " How far will 
Courts of Arbitration and Conciliation promote peace between Capital and 
Labour," by W. Owen, Potteries Trades Council ; " Working-class News- 
papers, and the best means for their establishment," by W. Owen ; 
" Good from Hand and Good from Oven," by W. Owen ; " Primary 
Education," by T. Green, Birmingham Trades Council; "How far will 
Co-operative Production and Industry assist in settling the conflicting 
interests of Labour and Capital," by George Howell, No. 4 Lodge, South 
London Bricklayers, and G. J. Holyoake ; a paper on " Emigration," by 
the Hon. Secretary, J. Bate ; " The best means to secure the Direct 
Eepresentation of Labour in the Commons House of Parliament," by 
H. A. Gaunt, Amalgamated Coopers, and J. Normansell, of the National 
Association of Miners. Mr. Thomas Burt took part in the discussion. 

It will be seen that some of the questions are still unsettled, and 
others are yet matters of opinion and consequently are with us at every 
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Congress. The last question — that of direct Labour representation in the 
House of Commons — will always be the great question. Direct Labour 
representation in Parliament was then a new movement. Before this, 
middle-class candidates and all kinds and conditions of men dubbed 
themselves workingmen representatives, most of whom had never worked 
one day in pit, mill, factory, or the field. 

DiBEOT Laboub Eepbesbntation. 

The Congress at Birmingham, therefore, had the honour of giving 
this subject practical consideration for the first time. The Congress 
advised industrial constituencies to bring forth, as it were, the real 
article, by adopting either a paid agent of trade societies or men who 
actually were working at a trade. This policy was initiated because the 
Labour Party had been so often the dupes of promises made by able men 
at the old hustings, that if returned to Parliament they would vote for 
democratic principles. The performances in comparison to the promises 
were few and disappointing. It was this that made the men yearn for 
faithful advocates of Labour principles. The workers wanted minds 
" Not to be changed by place or time." 

Appointment op IPibst Paeliamentaet Committee. 

The Birmingham Congress appointed a Parliamentary Committee. 
It decided that the central office should be in London. The functions 
of the Committee were to watch legislation in the interest of Labour 
generally, and especially to promote Labour legislation by drafting Bills 
and to secure Members of Parliament of good public spirit to introduce 
them, to interview Cabinet Ministers on the questions of the day, and to 
assume authority for voicing the opinions of the organised trades for the 
body politic of Trade Unionists. This assumption gave rise to further 
doubts and fears. George Odger, who was afterwards the famous Vice- 
Chairman of the Trades Union Parliamentary Committee, declined to be 
elected to the Committee because at the time he was afraid its interests 
would clash with the amalgamated trades and its Junta. George Odger, 
in taking this course, considered himself justified, as the Labour cause 
had been loyally supported by some eminent men of the time. He after- 
wards, however, withdrew all opposition. 

Distinguished Fbiends op the Movement. 

Mr. Frederic Harrison, the devoted friend of the Trade Union move- 
ment ; Professor Beesly, Messrs. A. J. Mundella and John Stuart Mill ; 
the able exponent of Trade Union law, Henry Crompton, Tom Hughes, 
M.P., the consistent advocate for the repeal of the hateful Labour 
laws, were doing their best with George Odger, William Allan, Eobert 
Applegarth, and others to defend the legality of trade combinations. 
Indeed, such was the opposition to the rivalry of the Trades Union 
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Congress that it was nearly strangled, and even some of its best sup- 
porters began to think its efforts would prove to be abortive. It will 
be seen how far this feeling was shared by stating that, although at 
Birmingham it was decided to hold the next conference in London, 
the Parliamentary Committee had not courage to convene it. So 
determined was the opposition that it was thought to be advisable to 
be cautious for fear of a serious split amongst the Labour leaders. 
Therefore, both sides, " With wisdom fraught, not such as books, but 
such as practice taught," came to the combined councils. They were 
much assisted by misfortune. 

GOVEBNMBNT AOTION IN SuPPOET OP FeBBDOM OP COMBINATION. 

Home Secretary Bruce, on behalf of the Government, had introduced 
his great Bill to grant a charter of freedom to Trade Unions, but some 
of its clauses were most obnoxious. The industrial community and the 
increased number of Labour friends in the House of Commons returned 
on the new or democratic vote were indignant. The differences in the 
ranks of the Labour leaders at once ceased, the Junta was formally 
dissolved, and all united to wring from an unwilling Parliament freedom 
to combine. It was decided to convene the third Congress to meet in 
London in March, 1871. This resolve electrified the whole Trade Union 
movement. Members of Parliament who wanted by plausible statements 
to defend their inconsistency, after gaining their seats by promises to 
remove legal disabihties, were threatened that unless they voted straight 
for the workers they could say " good-bye to the House of Commons " at 
the next election. 

This tumultuous period kept on for months, and only ceased when 
important amendments had been agreed to by the Government. 

It was during this period when Home Secretary Bruce made his 
famous declaration that Trade Unions were voluntary agencies, and could 
neither sue nor be sued. 

Pbominbnt Teadb Union Lbadees. 

Before leaving the Birmingham Congress it will serve a good purpose 
to mention some of the names of those who took part in the proceedings. 
William Allan, general secretary of the Amalgamated Society of Engineers ; 
Eobert Applegarth, Carpenters and Joiners ; Daniel Guile, Ironfounders; 
Edwin Coulson, Bricklayers ; John Kane, Ironworkers ; George Odger, 
Boot Makers ; Thomas Burt, Miners ; W. Dronfield, Compositors, who 
was one of the witnesses before the Eoyal Commission at Sheffield ; 
George Howell, first salaried Secretary to the Parliamentary Committee ; 
George Potter, editor of the Beehive ; G. J. Holyoake, the famous 
Co-operator ; and Peter Shorrocks, Amalgamated Tailors. 

Neither will it be out of season to record that the Trades Council at 
the time suggested a meeting of the organised workers. Within four days 
of the proposal all was arranged, and a monster meeting held in thei 
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Birmingham Town Hall. The Mayor, Thomas Prime, presided. George 
Odger delivered an oration on the necessity for direct Labour representa- 
tion, arguing that the British constitution could never be perfect unless 
bulwarked by the will of the people. He maintained that laws which all 
had to obey should be made by the chosen representatives of every class 
in the community. John Kane, Yice-President of the Congress, and 
W. E. Cremer (afterwards Sir Eandall), the first working man to be 
knighted, followed, urging the workers to united action. 

The Congress attracted much public attention, and a space of six or 
seven columns a day was allotted to its proceedings by the Birmingham 
Daily Post. 
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First London Congress— 1871. 

CoNQBBSs Established on Piem Basis. 

It has already been stated that there was no Congress in 1870, but 
the promotors had no intention to allow the new Labour Parliament to 
end its career or to go into oblivion. The time was one of danger, and 
both old and new unionists were most anzious to remove the "rift 
within the lute " before the third Congress was convened. It has been 
seen how the unreasonable demands of Capital suddenly united the 
Labour forces. " Necessity is the mother of invention." The invention, 
it is true, was three years old, but, like many successful inventions, it 
had to stand the test of application and appreciation. Some of its 
bitterest opponents yielded ; most of its doubters were converted, 
and its supporters were delighted that the apparent feud in the 
" Labour Eange " had been arrested or ended. The unity of the 
leaders was responded to by the " rank and file." Meetings were 
held in cities and towns. George Odger, George Potter, George 
Howell (the three Georges, as they were called), and many other Labour 
leaders addressed large audiences, wielding the political weapon or 
argument for all it was worth. 

At this particular time the political argument was of great value, as 
Capital, ever sensitive as to how the people vote, became alarmed. Men 
of wealth, who had been staunch adherents to the " Iron will " where 
industrial combinations were concerned, became amenable, if not to 
reason, to compromise. It was discerned that while Labour was united, 
and speaking with one voice. Capital had lost its heart in the midst of 
divided counsels. And beside this, the Labour Party was gaining out- 
spoken advocates from the wealthy classes for the freedom of com- 
bination. The shrewdness of political advocacy by the Labour 
champions brought forth the respect of the Press and the pulpit. 
And the public were compelled to confess the cause of the workers could 
no longer be ignored. 

It was at the commencement of this exciting time that the third 
Congress was convened. It was hurriedly summoned — so hurriedly that 
a letter of protest was sent by the Birmingham Trades Council, in which 
it was stated that so short a notice made it impossible for the Council 
to send representatives. The Secretary, George Odger, replied : " We 
had to wait for the second reading of the Trade Union Bill now before 
the House to take place before convening the Congress, which accounts 
for the short notice." 

CoNGEBSs Opened bt Daniel Guile. 

The Congress met on March the 6th, 1871, and the five following 
days at the Portland Booms, Tooley Street, Tottenham Court Eoad. The 
proceedings were opened on the first day by Daniel Guile, general secre- 
tary of the National Association of Ironfounders. " Old Dan Guile," as 
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he was and always will be known, was as unbendable as an iron product 
from the mould. An old-fashioned, uncompromising Trade Unionist, had 
he been able to have his will no State inter{eren9e would have been 
necessary one way or the other. He advocated and sincerely believed that 
if every worker in a trade belonged to his union its perfect unity would 
be equal, and more than equal, to cope with Capital. He contended if, 
in addition to this unity, all trades united in a Federation no power 
Capital possessed could withstand the march of Labour to higher wages 
and shorter hours. Daniel Guile was one of the 
Men who their duties know, 

But know their rights, and knowing, dare maintain. 
He had been schooled in the old faith to hold on and trust no State. 
But withal he was a true colleague, with a gentle, yea, a lovable, disposi- 
tion. Not a plausible speaker, but a matter of fact and an able state- 
ment-maker, whose sagacity in a trade crisis was seldom at fault. This 
was the man who opened the first day's Congress. The preliminaries 
over, the Congress adjourned until the next day. 

On the Tuesday, George Potter (carpenter), the editor of the Bee- 
hive newspaper, and who was the London leader of the nine hours' 
movement in 1868, occupied the chair, as he did on the four following 
days. There were present 57 delegates from 49 societies, representing 
289,430 members of Trade Unions, as follows : — 
Mr. W. Allan Amalgamated Engineers. 

" A. Maodonald 1 National Association of Miners. 

„ T. Normansell I 

„ E. Applegarth Bury Trades Council. 

Leeds Trades Council. 

Glass Bottle Makers of Yorkshire. 

T. Halliday Amalgamated Miners' Association. 

John Kane Amalgamated Ironworkers. 

J. Leicester 1 ^jj^^j q,^^^^ Makers' Society of Great Britain. 

H.J.Wilkinson ...J 

John Allen Boiler Makers and Iron Shipbuilders. 

A. W. Bailey Preston Trades Council. 

D. Guile Ironfounders. 

W. Owen Potteries Trades Council. 

C. Williams National Association of Plasterers, Birmingham. 

P. Shorrocks Amalgamated Tailors' Society. 

W. Leigh Amalgamated Association of Cotton Spinners of 

Lancashire and Yorkshire. 

G. Odger West-End Shoemakers. 

H. Crawford General Union of Carpenters. 

W.Green Mat and Matting Weavers. 

G.Clarke Deal Cabinet Makers. 

Lloyd Jones Manchester Fustian Cutters. 

W. Baker Maidstone Trades Council. 

T. Hayland Paper Makers' Society. 

G. Thomas 1 ^jjy ^f London Shoemakers' Society. 

W. Hammett ) 

J. Dunning London Consolidated Bookbinders. 

J. Castle Amalgamated Society of Shoemakers. 

G. Howell \ London Operative Bricklayers. 

J. Jeffery i 
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Mr. 3. Hodgkinaon Composition and Frame Makers. 

„ H.Ham Alliance Cabinet Makers. 

„ G.Austin Bail way Spring Makers. 

„ H.Solly London Artisans' Club. 

„ J. Osborne London Plasterers' Society (visitor only). 

„ G. Powell I 

„ W. Bichmond ]■ Manchester Unity of Bricklayers. 

,, B. Hammond / 

„ S. C. Nicholson 1 Manchester Trades Council. 

„ W.H.Wood I 

„ J. Corbitt Oldham Trades Council. 

„ W. Hicking Nottingham Trades Council. 

" S. Mantle 1 Nottingham Lace Trade. 

„ W. H. LeatherlandJ 

„ J. D. Prior Islington Branch of Amalgamated Carpenters 

(visitor only). 

„ J. Massy Chelsea Branch of Amalgamated Carpenters. 

„ W. B. Cremer Tottenham Court Bead Branch Amal. Carpenters. 

„ W. Horton Greenwich Advanced Liberal Association. 

„ A. Eccarius International Working Men's Association. 

„ A. A. Walton Masons. 

„ W. Harry Amalgamated Carpenters, Chelsea. 

„ T. West Nottingham United Society of Lace Makers. 

„ £. Coulson Amalgamated Bricklayers, London. 

„ Jonas Cohen Cigar Makers, London. 

„ George Housely Bricklayers, Sheffield. 

„ T. Print Newoombe. 

„ B.M.Latham Labour Bepresentation League (visitor only). 

In addition to the above, Mr. Mundella, M.P., Mr. S. Plimsoll, M.P., 
Professor Beesly, and Mr. W. P. Eoberts were present during a portion 
of the proceedings. 

GOKGBESS AaENDA. 

The following was the programme of subjects for discussion : — 

Trades Unions and Legislation. 

Mines Eegulation Bill ; the Truck System and Weekly Payment of 
Wages. 

Employment of Women and Children in Agriculture and Factories, 
and Wages. 

Convict Labour v. Free Labour. 

The Limitation of Apprentices. 

Application of Arbitration and Conciliation in Trade Disputes. 

Eeduction of the Hours of Labour. 

Go-operation and Industrial Partnerships. 

Taxation, Imperial and Local. 

Education, Primary and Technical. 

Direct Bepresentation of Labour in Parliament. 

International Fraternisation of Labour. 

War, Standing Armies, and their Injurious Effect on Industry. 

Utilisation of Waste Lands and Unemployed Labour. 

Emigration as Affecting the Working Man. 
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CHAraMAN's Speech. 

The Chairman, in formally opening the business of the Congress, 
said that on the previous day they arranged the preliminaries of the 
Congress ; to-day they assumed the important duty of discussing the 
subjects upon the paper. There could not, he thought, be two opinions 
in regard to the time in which they had been called together, and the 
important character of one of the measures which they had met to 
discuss. For many years they had all worked for the benefit and 
elevation of trade organisations, and as far as they possibly could they 
had tried to force upon a reluctant public the fact that trade organisations 
were not only legal, but that they were legitimate institutions for the 
protection of a man's labour. The public was unwilling to believe that ; 
and a reluctant Legislature forced upon them a Boyal Commission to 
inqtiire into certain acts which they supposed were committed broadcast 
amongst their members. The Trade Unionists met the challenge fairly 
and fearlessly, and they endeavoured to show before the Boyal 
Commission that their organisations were what they said they were and 
not what the public believed them to be. He was convinced that they 
had succeeded in persuading the Boyal Commissioners that they were 
right, and that the public were wrong. They did not deny that 
some men had been guilty of unlawful acts, but they did not 
sanction or recognise them. They argued that those men were 
the exception, and that Trade Unionists were as a rule prudent, 
intelligent, and thoughtful men. They had now met to try to 
consolidate the work in which they had hitherto been engaged. He did 
not think he should be far wrong if he were to say that that dieiy they 
entered upon a new epoch in the history of trade organisations. The 
past many of them looked back upon with pleasure. They had seen 
their privileges increased, their positions raised, their wages augmented, 
their hours of labour reduced, and their fellow-workmen everywhere 
rising with that intelligence, manliness, and dignity which Labour ought 
to confer upon them. Trade Unionists had done their duty in the past, 
as far as their limited power would permit, and he hoped it would but 
encourage them to persevere in endeavouring to place Labour upon a 
better footing with regard to the future. They had all considered the 
Trade Union Bill. They did not ask for legislation on Trade Unions as 
a body. Those who desired it thought that they were justified in asking 
for it ; but some did not desire it. They, however, were united in saying 
that the criminal clauses, the exceptional legislation, the class legislation 
as applied to Trade Unions must be abolished, and that the statute law 
of England must consist of one law to punish all citizens alike. If there 
was one thing they had to demand more than another on that occasion, 
it was that the workingmen who belonged to trade organisations should 
be free from exceptional legislation. It was a blot on England to give a 
man three months at the treadmill for doing that for which a non-unionist 
would only have a small fine infiicted or a few days' imprisonment. 
Molestation and intimidation under the new Bill would be re-enacted 
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with four-fold severity. The criminal clauses of the Bill were obnoxious 
to him as a Trade Unionist, and he believed they were obnoxious to 
Trade Unionists generally. He hoped they would express their opinions 
freely upon the Bill, and let each other know also what their constituents 
thought of it. They would, he thought, be all agreed that the third 
section of the BiU must be struck out, and that the common law of 
England must be made strong enough to punish anyone who transgressed. 
The faults of the Bill were perhaps not so numerous as some of them 
believed ; but, as the result of their discussion of its clauses, he believed 
they would be able to go to the Home Secretary as one united body, 
and say that the Government must withdraw that clause, or, if not with- 
drawn, so modify it that the civil law would be made strong enough 
to meet all cases, instead of providing exceptional legislation. He 
referred to the other important matters that would come on for 
discussion, and expressed the hope that their deliberations would be so 
conducted as not only to reflect credit upon themselves, but upon the 
organisations to which they belonged.* 

The Congress was, perhaps, the most special that has ever been 
held, devoting much of its time to an examination into and criticism of 
the Govsmment's Trade Union Bill. 

Difficulties to be Oveecome. 

The young Trade Unionist of the present day, unless he looks up his 
history, can know but little of the struggles and the eflorts put forth by 
the delegates of this and other Congresses to obtain amendments of 
Trade Union law. 

The old men had arrayed against them, as we have now, the whole 
Tory Party. The House of Lords then, as now, supported not the 
Government but the Tory minority of the House of Commons. In 
addition to this there were 100 members returned as Liberals who were 
what we may call candid friends, and Henry Broadhurst in criticising 
one of these quoted the celebrated passage of arms between Sir Bobert 
Peel and Benjamin Disraeli : — 

Give me the avowed, erect and manly foe, 

Firm I can meet, and perhaps can save the blow ; 

Bat of all the plagues, good Heaven, thy wrath can send, 

Save, save, oh ! save me from the candid friend. 

These were the days of industrial war, and it was a time when Trade 
Unionism existed generally in small societies, not large amalgamated 
unions, as is now the custom. 

Mr. George Howell states that at the end of the London Congress 
the balance of £14 16s. was paid over to William Allen, Treasurer. 
Between then and the next Congress the income was £2, making 
in all £16 16s., which was faithfully rendered to the Congress which 

* As no official record exists of the Iiondon Oongress proceedings, it has been thought advisable 
to reproduce the list of delegates and the President's address as reported is the Beehme, which tor 
many years was so ably edited by Qeorge Potter. 
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met at Nottingham. Before, however, going to Nottingham, more 
must be said about the London Congress, which did so much 
for the 

Trade Union Chaeteb. 

The Government certainly brought in a great measure of reform for 
the organised trades, but made the fatal error of including within the four 
corners of the Bill civil acts to be criminally dealt with. The third clause 
of the Bill introduced by Home Secretary Bruce contained these criminal 
provisions. The war waged around these, and such was the influence 
of the leaders of Trade Unionism, which, in spite of the support 
the Government had from the Opposition, notwithstanding the hundred 
purely middle-class Liberals who were in ambush, and the knowledge 
that the House of Lords would back it up, yielded to the democracy, 
which Trade Unionism has and must always represent. 

Deputations to Ministees. 

During this memorable year the Trades Union Parliamentary Com- 
mittee, which was only regarded then as & sub-committee of the combined 
Labour forces, arranged a plan in which much petitioning was organised. 
Manifestoes were adopted, and deputations to Ministers of State were 
numerous. The leaders declared their assurance, and, as Shakespeare 
says, it was 

A combination and a form indeed, 
Where every good did seem to set its seal. 

The Labour Party knew its policy and its own mind. This was why 
the Government yielded and separated the criminal clauses from the Bill, 
but, yielding also to Capital, introduced and passed a distinct measure 
called "The Criminal Law Amendment Act," which caused much 
dissatisfaction until 1875, when it was amended, and to which future 
reference will be made. 

LegisiiAtion fob Minees. 

Although the delegates at the London Congress gave their con- 
centrated thoughts to the question of the hour, they found time to 
discuss other matters. The Mines Eegulation Bill was perhaps the 
ne:8;t question in importance, and useful amendments were carried, the 
principles of which were recognised by the Government, and in their 
beneficence so much appreciated by the miners. The truck system of 
paying wages was condemned, and weekly payment of wages advo- 
cated. Waste lands and unemployment was another subject considered, 
and factory and workshop regulation formed an interesting discussion. 
The latter subject was kept going until the great Act of 1877 was 
passed. As now, international fraternisation of Labour was supported, 
and at a time, too, when we had not an entente cordiale or workmen's 
deputations to help us to understand our foreign fellow sufferers in 
industry. Local and imperial taxation was added to the list for dis- 
cussion, as well as emigration. Employment of women and children in 
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agriculture was discussed, but as the agricultural labourer was not then 
organised, the subject is one on which little progress has been made, and 
will always be inadequately dealt with until the rural population adopt 
some general method of combination. Byron says : — 
Hereditary bondsmen, know ye not 
Who would be free, themselves mnst strike the blow ? 
The Congress did other good things, amongst which was the establish- 
ment of order in debate. Men of great principle were attracted to it. Its 
power was sought. 

Peotection of Seamen's Lives. 

Mr. Samuel PlimsoU, M.P., asked for and received its co-operation 
in the protection of the lives of British sailors of the Mercantile Marine. 
The then member for Derby invited the delegates to a banquet on the 
Thursday. The noble object he had in view met with full support, and 
the trades were appealed to for substantial aid, one combination voting 
£1,000 to help to prevent British tars being sent to sea in fully-insured 
coffin ships. 

Social Amenities. 

On the concluding day (Saturday), Mr. Edward Jenkins, who was 
afterwards elected Member of Parliament for Dundee, and who was the 
author of " Jinks's Baby," invited the delegates to dine with him. The 
conversation at this banquet was on the social questions of the time, and 
no Congress has since passed without this hospitable and eventually 
municipal recognition of the leaders of organised Labour. It is interest- 
ing to note the fact that Mr. Jenkins "passed over to the majority" 
within the past few weeks. 




GEORGE HOWELL. 

BORN AT WRINGTON, SOMERSETSHIRE, OCTOBER. 1833. 

Secretary, London Trades Council, 1861-2; Secretary, Reform League, 1864-7 
Secretary, Trades Union Congress Parliamentary Committee, 1872-5. 



[Photo, from "Labour Porirait Gallery," published in 1878.] 




GEORGE HOWELL. 

(PRESENT DAY.) 



19 



First Nottingham Congress— 1872. 

The year 1872 was, and always will be, known as the " red letter " 
year of Trade Unionism. 

The Congress was convened to meet at Nottingham as early as the 
8th of January for three reasons. The first was because the Trade 
Union charter had come into operation on the first day in the month ; 
the second, to advise societies how to proceed, as it was anticipated 
many would spring into existence as a result of the new Trade Union 
Act ; the third, to consider and be prepared with Bills for the meeting of 
Parliament. 

W. H. Leatherland (silk thrower), Nottingham, was elected President 
of the Congress ; Alexander Macdonald was appointed Chairman of the 
Parhamentary Committee, and George Odger, Vice-Chairman. The 
number of delegates present was 77, representing 63 societies, with a 
membership of 265,710. 

It has already been stated that between the London and Notting- 
ham Congresses the sum of £2 had been received as income. This, 
with the balance of £14 16s., had been expended, except 4s. 8d. Dele- 
gates' fees amounted to £39 10s., and the costs of Congress £38 Is. 7d., 
which left the sum of £8 13s. Id. to be carried forward for the next year- 

The Tbades Congress Committee's Ebpoet.* 

To the members of the Fourth Annual Trades Union Congress, to be 
held at Nottingham on January 8th, 1872. 

Gentlemen, — Your Committee, in presenting a report of their pro- 
ceedings daring the past year, must refer in detail to the steps they have 
taken with reference to the Trades Union Bill, which was before the 
House of Commons during last session. 

The sittings of the late Congress terminated on Saturday, March 11th, 
and your Committee met on the Tuesday following, March 14th, at 
11 o'clock, when the following circular was drawn up and agreed to, and 
1,000 ordered to be printed forthwith : — 

"THE TEADES CONGRESS AND THE TRADES UNION BILL. 

" At the meeting of the Trades Congress, held at the Portland 
Booms, Marylebone, on Friday, March 10th, at which representa- 
tives from the various trade organisations from all parts of the 
country were present, the following resolution was adopted : — 

" ' That this Congress, having reconsidered the Trades Union Bill 
in connection with the explanations and representations of the Home 
Secretary, hereby resolve that, whilst they are anxious to obtain from 

* Tliia ia given in full, as there is no official report of the proceedings, and it is taken from the 
ofdcial statement made by the Congress Committee appointed at London, which official document 
can be referred to at the Biahopsgate Institute, whose Librarian, Charles W. F. Goss, Esq., 
has given the writer most valuable assistance. 
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Parliament any legislation that may enable them to carry forward 
their efforts on behalf of the legitimate interests of their fellow work- 
men, refuse in any way to sanction any Bill that in its provisions 
presupposes criminal intentions or tendencies on the part of English 
workmen as a class.' 

" If consistent with your sense of duty to the country, we should 
feel greatly obliged by your opposing all the criminal provisions of 
the Trades Union Bill. 

" On behalf of the Congress : — 

" Alexandeb Macdonald, \ 

" Lloyd Jones, i Committee. 

" Joseph Leicbsteb, J 

"Geobgb Pottbb, Chairman. 
" Geobqb Howell, Secretary, 
" 9, Buckingham Street, Strand, W.O, 
" March 14th, 1871." 

The Secretary was then instructed to get envelopes addressed to 
every member of the House of Commons, and the circular sent without 
delay. By Thursday morning, March 16th, each member would have 
received a copy. 

This prompt action on the part of the Committee had the effect of 
dividing the Bill into two parts, as was desired by Congress. 

But this immediate act on the part of your Committee gave 
dissatisfaction to some members of the Conference of Amalgamated 
Trades with whom we were instructed to confer, as it was contended that 
no separate action should have been taken without first consulting them. 

It was, however, explained to them that at that moment promptitude 
was everything, and we, being anxious to avoid delay, took immediate 
steps to give effect to the resolution of the Congress. The Secretary was 
then instructed to see the ofi&cers of the Conference of the Amalgamated 
Trades and arrange for a joint meeting. This being agreed to, a meeting 
was arranged for the following Friday morning, March 17th, and invitations 
were issued for a joint meeting, but Mr. Guile was the only member of 
the Conference present, as illness and other engagements prevented the 
others from attending. But our action was approved by those absent, as 
our explanation was deemed satisfactory. 

It was then resolved that a joint meeting of the two Committees 
should be summoned as early as possible for the purpose of agreeing to a 
"protest " against the criminal portions of the Bill. 

This meeting was held on Tuesday, March 28th, and the following 
protest was agreed to, and issued, signed by the Joint Committees : — 

" the TKADBS union bill — A BBOTEST. 

" We, the undersigned, for and on behalf of the Trade Unionists 
of the United Kingdom, authorised and empowered by the Trades 
Union Congress recently assembled in London, and by the 
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Conference of Amalgamated Trades, do hereby protest against any such 
legislation as that attempted by the third clause of the Government's 
Trades Union Bill, based, as it is, on the assumption that acts 
contrary to law and order are done and sanctioned by the Trade 
Unions of this country, feeling confident, as we do, that the common 
and statute law is sufficient to punish every unlawful act committed 
either by Trade Unionists or by any other person. We, therefore, 
refuse, in any way, to sanction a Bill that in its provisions pre- 
supposes criminal intentions or tendencies on the part of the 
workingmen as a class. — George Potter, Chairman ; George Howell, 
Secretary to the Trades Union Congress Committee ; William Allan, 
Chairman ; Robert Applegarth, secretary to the Conference of 
Amalgamated Trades." 

This was immediately followed by the issue, en the part of the 
Government, of the two Bills, called the " Trades Union Bill " and the 
"Criminal Law Amendment Bill." These your Committee decided to 
republish in the columns of the Beehive newspaper, so that the Trade 
Unionists of the United Kingdom should have the means at hand of 
judging of the two Bills. This, as you will remember, was done on April 
8th, 1871. The Joint Committees followed up this action by frequent 
deputations to the House of Commons, waiting upon individual mem- 
bers, and explaining our difficulties, and the reasons for our opposition to 
the criminal clauses of the Bill. 

Every effort was made to get the obnoxious criminal clauses with- 
drawn, but without effect, and both Bills passed through the Commons. 

"When the Bills were in the Lords it was observed that Lord Cairns 
had introduced an amendment leaving out the words " two or more," 
and substituting " with one or more persons." This we saw was an 
intended blow at all picketing, and would be absolutely fatal to all peace- 
able efforts on the part of unionists to give information to imported 
workmen, or those coming from a distance, in case of a strike. 

Action op Paeliambntaet Committee. 

Although your Committee obtained precise information as to the 
amendment of Lord Cairns before it was even printed in the Parlia- 
mentary papers, and acted accordingly, yet the action of the Lords was 
so sudden that this amendment was passed in the Upper House before 
we could adopt measures with a view to its withdrawal. 

Knowing the great influence of Lord Cairns even in the House of 
Commons, especially in regard to such an amendment, your Committee 
requested an early interview with the Home Secretary. Our early 
information as to the intended amendment enabled us to seek this 
interview before the report could be brought up in their lordships' house. 
Unfortunately, the illness of Mr. Bruce preventing him receiving us, but 
Mr. Winterbotham, the Under-Secretary, met us without delay on the 
night when the report was brought up and the Bill returned to the House 
of Commons. 
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This interview was arranged to taka place in the Members' Boom of 
the House of Commons, to enable several Members to be present. 
Amongst those who attended were Mr. T. Hughes, Mr. W. Morrison, 
Mr. Mundella, and others. On this occasion the Joint Committees were 
accompanied by several provincial delegates, who happened to be in 
London on business connected with the Amalgamated Carpenters and 
Joiners, as we thought it advisable to make the deputation as strong and 
influential as possible. At this Conference with the Under-Secretary it 
was resolved to disagree with the Lords' amendment, and Mr. Winter- 
ibotham at once placed a notice on the paper of the House of Commons 
on the part of the Government disagreeing with such amendment. 

This promptitude gave great satisfaction to your Committee, as it 
showed a desire on the part of the Government to meet our objections. 

The division was taken in the House of Commons on Monday, the 
19th June, when, to our regret, the Lords' amendment was carried by 
147, as against 97, being a majority of 50 against us, chiefly composed of 
TEory and Liberal capitalists. 

A complete analysis of the division was published by your Com- 
mittee, and will be found in the Beehive newspaper of July 15th, 1871, 
with a report, from which the following is an extract : — 

" We leave the list to the judgment and concerted action of the 
trade societies in those constituencies whose members spoke and voted 
against us, and that, too, after the Government had moved to disagree 
•with the Lords' amendment, thus voting against their party in the 
interest of their class, and decidedly to the detriment of trades societies, 
instead of striving once for all to do even scant justice to the great 
mass of the intelligent and industrious artisans of the country. 

" We also leave to you the question as to the culpability of those 
who were absent from the division and thereby played into the hands 
of our enemies. And we find it our duty to note that of 130 members 
from the leading centres of industry which we have selected, 101 are 
called Liberals and 29 are Conservatives. The conclusion we leave to 
Trade Unionists ; we only note the fact, but it is a curious indication of 
what we must expect from the manufacturing and trading classes. 

" The analysis of the voting list shows that nearly all of the repre- 
sentatives of great centres of industry either voted for the Lords' 
amendments or absented themselves from the division list. Let the 
organisations note this fact, and compare it with the professions on the 
hustings, where most of the men promised to vote an honest Trades 
Union Bill. 

" The Bills now became Acts, and we decided to publish the Acts 
entire, together with a careful digest, so as to enable workingmen to 
understand the new laws passed ostensibly for their benefit, but with 
clauses directed specially against them. 

" This digest will be found in the Beehive of August 5th, signed by 
Mr. Henry Crompton, Mr. Frederic Harrison, and Mr. Albert Crompton, 
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and by the whole of your Committee. We feel it our duty to mention 
that this able digest of the two Acts was drawn up by Mr. Henry 
Crompton in the midst of heavy professional engagements whilst on 
circuit, and was carefully gone over and corrected by his brother, Mr. 
Albert Crompton, and Mr. Harrison. 

" "We recommend this digest to the attention of this Congress, as it 
enables any careful reader to understand all the intricacies of these Acts, 
in their letter and spirit, which unprofessional readers would otherwis& 
find it difficult to do. 

" Your Committee have felt it their duty to get careful reports on 
cases under the Acts, so as to see their operation and results. 

" We have been fortunate enough again to secure the services of Mr. 
Henry Crompton for one paper and Mr. Eupert Kettle for another. 
Both these gentlemen are barristers, and well acquainted with the law, 
especially as it afifeots workmen ; we are, therefore, sincerely thankful for 
these documents, and present them as a part of our report. 

" Prom these reports it will be seen that all the evils predicted in the 
digest have come to pass, and hence the necessity for immediate action 
by this Congress. 

" Your Committee, after careful consideration, feel that their only 
course is to recommend the repeal of the Criminal Law Amendment 
Act, as no amount of modification or amendment can correct sufficiently 
its mischievous provisions, or obliterate its implied stigma on the Trade 
Unionists of the United Kingdom. 

" With regard to the Trades Union Act proper, some modification and 
amendment may be, and indeed is, desirable, but suggestions for these 
will result from the discussions of the Congress. 

" In accordance with the resolutions of the last Congress, passed on 
March 9th, with reference to arbitration, and the consent of Mr. Euperfc 
Kettle to draft a Bill, your Committee has directed its attention, since 
the passing of the Acts, to the preparation of ' A Bill to Extend the 
Application of the Act to Consolidate and Amend the Laws Belative to- 
the Arbitration of Disputes between Masters and Workmen.' 

" This we present to Congress, together with an appendix, containing 
all the references to the Acts to be incorporated therein. 

"Your Compiittee have been fortunate to get the consent of Mr. 
Samuel Morley, Mr. Thomas Brassey, Mr. W. H. Smith, Mr. A. J.. 
Mundella, and Mr. Thomas Hughes to put their names on the back 
of the Bill, which will be introduced next session. 

" We had hoped to have got it introduced into the House before 
the end of last session, so that it should be before the country during 
the recess, but the Ballot Bill, Army Eegulation Bill, and other 
measures stopped the way ; this, however, we do not regret, as it will 
now go to the House of Commons endorsed by this Congress. 
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"We conclude this report with a statement of income and expendi- 
ture since the last Congress : — 

Income— Mabch 11th, 1871. 

£ s. a. 

Balance in hand of Mr. Allan 14 16 

To Cash — Amalgamated Carpenters and Joiners 10 

„ Perseverance Carpenters 10 

„ Lace Trades 10 

„ Manchester and Salford Coopers 10 

As per contra £16 16 

EXPENDITUBE— TO JANUAET 8TH, 1872. 

£ s. d. 
By Cash — 1,000 Circulars to M.P.'s and others, Postage, 

Envelopes, etc 3 11 4 

Printing ditto 17 6 

Trade Union Bills and Digest 5 

Deputations, etc 110 

Stationery, Postage, and Transit 16 6 

Kenny's Printing Bill (last Congress) 1 IS 

Arbitration Bills and Beports 2 10 



Total Expenditure 16 11 4 

Balance in Hand 4 8 



£16 16 



Geobg-E POTTEB, Chairman. 
WHiIiIAM Allan, Treasurer. 
Geobge HOWELIi, Secretory. 
December 23rd, 1871. 

Effect op Blementaey Education Act, 

The year 1872 was a remarkable one in many ways, and for the 
combination of the workers it was a fortunate epoch. By the beneficent 
Elementary Education Act of 1870, the age at which a child could 
leave school was raised to 14 years. This wise provision in the non- 
textile trades compelled employers to give the work previously done 
by juvenile labour to young persons between 14 and 18 years of age, 
and men had to do work which hitherto had been done by youths. 

Peanoo-Gbeman Wab. 

The war between France and Germany was over, and such was 
the devastation and havoc created that Great Britain was, by a wise 
neutrality, ready, and had every facility to produce for these two com- 
mercially paralysed countries what they wanted, in order to renovate 
and replenish. Besides, both France and Germany were unable to 
compete with Britain in the markets of the world for the next two 
or three years. 

Another potent factor was that the miners, the ironworkers, the 
engineers, the brassworkers, and many trades had inaugurated, 
strengthened, and perfected their combinations. 
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Favodeablb Industbial Conditions in Geeat Beitain. 

Piecework prices and day wages increased to the extent of 
£15,000,000 per annum. As a result of this enhanced purchasing power, 
assisted by the favourable conditions before mentioned, there was a 
sudden prosperity never since seen in this country. The building trades 
sprang into great activity ; the workmen wanted a better class of cottage 
to live in. Small manufacturers who had been content to reside on their 
business premises were not satisfied, and built or rented villas in the 
suburbs. The wildest speculation in land was financed by principled and 
unprincipled men. This resulted in brickmakers, woodworkers, glass- 
makers, weavers and spinners being more than fully employed. Add to 
this, as a consequence, the great demand for brasswork, cutlery, electro- 
plate, jewellery, pottery, and ornaments of every description, and it will 
at once be seen how a free circulation of money makes a community 
prosperous. 

Labour was equal to the occasion, and more than justified Newman 
Hall's estimate of its capacity and dignity wherein he says : " Labour 
moulds the brick and splits the slate, and quarries the stone, and shapes 
the column, and rears not only the humble cottage, but the gorgeous 
palace, the tapering spire, and the stately dome." This ncble sentiment 
was fully realised as workingmen became well-to-do and " riches beyond 
the dreams of avarice " were piled up by the commercial classes. 

As to how the reaction was brought about, and who were responsible 
for it, we shall have to wait until we arrive at the Liverpool Congress of 
1875. For the time being we must keep to the incidents of the period of 
the Nottingham Congress. 

Standing Obdbes Govbening Eepeesentation at Congeess. 

The real Standing Orders originated at this Congress. It was 
observed that men of no representative capacity, who had their own axes 
to grind, obtained credentials, not to voice the natural requirements and 
aspirations of Labour, but to be in the inner circle for journalistic 
purposes, or to secure support as agents to " cranks " of every description; 
and, indeed, some few were there to move wild-cat and impracticable 
amendments so as to bring ridicule on the reasonable proposals of 
Congress. To protect themselves, the delegates instructed the Parlia- 
mentary Committee to prepare Standing Orders, which, after being 
considered and amended, were adopted at the Leeds Congress in the 
following year. 

FiEST Annual Eepoet of Pabliamentaey Committee. 

It was at the Nottingham Congress that the Parliamentary 
Committee presented its first Annual Beport. The contents of the report 
were to be kept secret until the time came for its consideration, but, to 
the surprise of the Committee, a delegate, when it was being read, 
wanted to know if the report was not exactly the same as the one in the 
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newspaper which he produced, and if so, moved it "be taken as read." It 
was then explained with some indignation that a wily " special " with a 
plausible story had prevailed on the Chairman to allow him to take a 
oopy, promising to observe the confidence of the Committee, and the 
'Chairman could rest assured there should be no breach of faith, which it 
is feared in newspaper matters is "more honoured in the breach than the 
•observance." Every pretence since to obtain an advance copy of the 
(report has met with a deserved and absolute refusal. 

The report, which nothwithstanding was read, contained an account 
of the arduous labours of the Parliamentary Committee during the 
previous year. It expressed regret that Lord Cairns had succeeded in 
carrying his amendment to the Criminal Law Amendment Bill, leaving 
-out the words " two or more" and substituting "one or more," which 
for years made the evil distinction between an act done by a Trade 
Unionist to be a criminal offence, but if a similar act was done by a 
non-unionist only a civil action could lie. 

The report also recited how the Trade Union Act was divided into 
two parts, and for the first time published the division lists to show 
how members had voted. Not only this, but the analyses were given 
«xposing how many Liberals and Conservatives voted in and were absent 
from the divisions when it was moved that the House of Lords' 
amendments be not agreed to. Had the 101 so-called Liberals voted 
with the Government, the House of Lords would have been defeated. 
The division lists were well circulated, and at the General Election 
■of 1874 many of the absentees did their best to explain away their 
treason, but most of them lost their seats, as the organised trades 
preferred an open foe to a found-out, deceitful supporter, their motto 
feeing " Let no such man be trusted." 

After a spirited discussion, the report was approved. The Parlia- 
mentary Committee was given to understand that the organised trades 
would contribute the necessary funds as required by the Standing Orders, 
out of which an honorarium would be paid to a Secretary, as well as 
travelling and other expenses to each member of the Committee. It was 
also clearly understood that there was to be no discretion used, but that 
the Congress must meet in the following year. 

Having put its bouse in order, the Congress then proceeded to 
•deliberate on the questions of the day — political and economic. 

Employees' Liability fob Accidents. 

As Birmingham was the first Congress to discuss the question of 
direct representation, Nottingham had the honour of being the first to 
•debate that of employers' liability for accidents. At this time the 
doctrine of common employment was a bar to any legal action being 
taken for loss of life and lim'b, even if it could be proved that such 
accidents were the direct result of negligence on the part of an employer 
or his agents. 
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This movement was opposed vehemently by the Press. Public men 
denounced it, saying it would ruin British commerce, that manufacturer& 
would be greatly hampered and handicapped by foreign competition. 
The representatives of Labour were scorned for making the proposal, and 
some critics said if ever a weak Government were to submit it would 
mean giving way to the mob who had " resolved to ruin or to rule the. 
State." There were even workmen who had their doubts on the question. 
This made no difference except to urge the leaders to extra effort in 
educating the workers to a renunciation of doubt, and to a better sense 
of their responsibility, " Our doubts," said they, " are traitors, and 
make us lose the good we oft might win, by fearing to attempt." 

It took nine years' agitation to dispel the fears of society or to 
induce Parliament to pass a measure of employers' liability. The 
opposition was remarkable, as up to 1837 (Priestly v. Fowler) in England,, 
and to 1867 in Scotland, compensation was obtained by persons in 
common employment. 

The subject will be again referred to, as it was the forerunner of 
the present Workmen's Compensation Act, and brought out the best 
traits of character of men who will ever be memorable in the Labour 
movement. 

Othbb Industrial Legislation. 

The Congress asked for an amendment of the Factory Acts, and for 
the appointment of an increased number of inspectors. 

The Parliamentary Committee was instructed to promote a Bill for 
the " Eegulation of Truck," a Mines Eegulation Bill, a Bill to amend 
the law relating to arbitration in trade disputes, and one to ensure that 
wages should be paid weekly. 

At this and previous Congresses papers or essays were read in 
defence of Trade Unionism. It was decided by a large majority that the 
principle was on a sound economic basis, well established, and therefore 
there was no further necessity for special argument, since which none 
has been permitted. 

There were other new subjects introduced, one being how best to 
utilise the funds of trade societies, some delegates urging that it was 
proper and legitimate to set apart or vote money to secure direct Labour 
representation on local bodies and in Parliament. 

Another was the competition of foreign labour, wherein it was urged 
that fellow workers abroad should unite to reduce the hours of labour and 
to obtain higher wages. 

PiEST Municipal Eeception and Banquet. 

The Mayor of Nottingham (Wm. Geo. Ward, Esq.) gave the first 
municipal reception to the Congress. This took the form of a banquet in 
the Town Hall. It was an historic occasion, as the various municipal 
bodies of the towns in which the annual gathering has since been held 
have almost invariably recognised the Congress to be the " Workers' 
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Parliament," and given it full recognition. On this occasion the 
Members for the borough, Messrs. A. J. Mundella and Samuel 
Morley, joined the Mayor, and made speeches in support of Trade 
(Jnionism. 

In every great movement there always will be a few cranks mistaking 
a solemn public function for one of frivolity. It was so at Nottingham, as 
a few of these refused to rise when the formal toast of " The Queen and 
the Eoyal Family " was submitted. This, however, only made the great 
majority of the delegates, many of whom were in principle Bepublicans, 
drink the health of the Queen with greater avidity, and the protest of the 
few was almost unanimously condemned. One or two newspapers mis- 
represented the incident, and made it appear that the great body of the 
delegates seized the occasion to insult the Monarchy, whereas, it is 
reported, on the authority of George Howell, they, with one voice, 
shouted " The Queen ! the Queen ! " 

After singing " Auld Lang Syne," the Congress broke up in full 
belief that it had, by regulation and substantial provision, set up a 
peripatetic Labour Parliament which would permanently influence the 
State and improve and bring about beneficent legislation in the interests 
of democracy. How far this hope has been realised remains to be 
chronicled. 

Aqbicultubal Laboubebs' Fibst Obqanisation. 

In the following month (on February the 7th), " under a spreading 
chestnut tree " at Willesbourne, in Warwickshire, an enthusiastic demon- 
stration of agricultural labourers was held. It was memorable alike for its 
great success and for its ultimate failure. It also produced to the Labour 
movement a remarkable man, Joseph Arch, of Barford, himself an 
agricultural labourer, who a week after made a speech which electrified 
the tillers of the land. Branches of the Labourers' Union were 
inaugurated East, West, North, and South. Joseph Arch was a natural, 
yea, a born orator. On the land system and its cruelty to humanity, he 
attracted audiences all over the country. Dukes, lords, and statesmen, 
the pulpit and the press, were kept active for years afterwards in 
counteracting his influence. 

He was, on the other hand, not without friends, national and local. 
The Daily News commissioned Archibald Forbes, its War Correspondent, 
to visit Warwickshire, and in a series of articles drew public attention to 
the movement. The editor of the Leamington Ghromcle ably backed the 
labourers, who were also supported by Messrs. Jesse CoUings and J. S. 
Wright, of Birmingham. The Eev. Mr. Addenborough wrote the " Life of 
Joseph Arch," and Mr. A. W. Clayden afterwards wrote the celebrated 
" Eevolt of the Field." 

The agitation was kept going, and the lock-out of agricultural 
labourers was vrell supported for a time. The odds against the men 
were, however, very great. Notwithstanding, advances of Is. and 2s. per 
week were obtained by many thousands of labourers. Generally speaking, 
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those for whom the movement was intended bad confidence in it, but fear 
of victimisation robbed them of their chances of permanent benefit. 
There were formed separate unions, and on March 18th, 1873, the 
resuscitated London Trades Council, of which Mr. George Shipton was 
secretary, convened a Conference to bring about amalgamation or unity 
of action. A Eederation Union was formed with an aggregate member- 
ship of 50,000. The National Union had 100,000 members. If this 
combination had been increased there would have been hope, but 
gradually and perceptibly year by year the numerical strength decreased, 
and consequently the agricultural labourers' efforts to become an 
organised force eventually collapsed. 
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First Leeds Congress— 1873. 

The first Leeds Congress met on Monday, the 13th of January, 1873, 
in the New Assembly Eooms, which was then considered to be a spacious 
hall. 

Ceiminal Law Amendment Act. 

Mr. Alexander Macdonald (miner) for the second time opened 
Congress. He dealt with the all-absorbing question of the time, the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1871, which has been referred to, and 
will continue to be until its further amendment in 1875. 

The Congress duly opened and the preliminaries over, Mr. W. 
Lishman (cloth dresser) was elected President, who reserved his address 
until the following morning. 

The Standing Orders Committee reported having examined the 
delegates' credentials. 

There were 140 societies represented, and the delegates numbered 
132. These were elected by 750,000 Trade Unionists ; the official report 
said 739,074, but it was subsequently found that 32 societies of Dublin 
made no return, and after making an allowance for duplicate representa- 
tion it was estimated the Congress represented 750,000. 

The income for the year was £296 Is. 6d., and the expenditure 
£200 12s. lOd., local contributions £5 9s. 2d., the balance carried 
forward being £119 16s. 4d. 

The honorarium to the Secretary, George Howell, office rent, and 
expenses accounted for the modest sum of £113 17s. 

The President's address having been delivered, the Congress settled 
down to business. 

The most absorbing topic in the Parliamentary Committee's Eeport 
was the Criminal Law Amendment Act passed in 1871, and which it was 
demonstrated had been used in the Law Courts as an engine of oppression 
against Trade Unionists. 

The Congress was emphatic, and decided that there should be no 
peace with either Liberals or Conservatives until the disabilities from 
which workers' combinations suffered were removed. 

Pbogbbss of Movement in the Countby. 

It will be necessary to leave Congress and its doings for a short time 
here, in order to briefly describe the movement in the country by the 
leaders of Labour and their ardent supporters. These were : George 
Odger, George Howell, George Potter, Henry Broadhurst, Tom 
Mottershead, A. Macdonald, John Kane, Dan Guile, Tom Halliday, 
Professor Beesly, Frederic Harrison, Henry Crompton, Judge Hughes, 
Hopwood, and others who were in the front of the Labour movement. 

They carried with them the hearty goodwill of the delegates in the 
fight at the then pending General Election. The Trade Union heart at 
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least became responsive. The esprit de corps was with the organised 
trades, and as Cowper wrote : — 

There is in sonls a sympathy with sounds ; 
And as the mind is pitched, the ear is pleased 
With melting airs, or martial, brisk, or grave ; 
Some chord in unison with what we hear 
Is touched within us, and the heart replies. 

This competent leadership had the ear of the Labour movement, and 
also the ability to point out the "danger ahead." The Criminal Law 
Amendment Act, already referred to, was passed by the Liberal Govern- 
ment in 1871, and it is no exaggeration to say there was scarcely a 
Labour leader who forgave the Government for what they described as 
that " Act of iniquity." The Tories were jubilant over it. The cruel 
sentence of Lord Justice Brett in December, 1872, imprisoning the gas- 
stokers of London for twelve months, was hailed with full satisfaction 
by the " iron will " class of Capital, who commended the judgment as 
showing the people that collective bargaining or any such nonsense could 
be put down by the law, and that the police or, if required, even the 
military could be requisitioned. The Brett sentence on the gas-stokers, 
and the equally vindictive judgment in 1875 against the cabinetmakers 
employed by Messrs. Jackson and Graham, of London, may be regarded 
with the same feeling as was the Taff Vale judgment of our day. Both 
cases proved the wisdom of Shakespeare : — 

Heat not a furnace so hot, 
That it doth singe yourselves. 

The fight was on, and the Parliamentary Committee in their report 
intimated that there could be no peace until the law gave to Trade 
Unionists the same rights as those enjoyed by all other of Her Majesty's 
subjects. 

PoLiTicAii Angling. 

The Liberal Government became alarmed, and soon after the Con- 
gress had dispersed Mr. Bruce, the Home Secretary, liberated the gas- 
workers. The Tories began to coquet, and, emboldened by their success, 
Benjamin Disraeli, Gathorne Hardy, and other leaders of the Opposition 
said " Codlin is your friend, not Short." They strongly hinted, if returned 
to power, that the Act of which the workers complained could be amended 
to the satisfaction of all concerned. WhUe this bid for the worker's vote 
was going on there was another section of the Opposition who, using a 
piscatorial phrase, was setting its night lines and trimmers to catch big and 
small fish of the lower and upper middle classes. These were the majority 
of the Opposition, and had the advantage of the confidence of all who were 
opposed to what they called the " march of the democracy," and who 
first raised the " hue and cry " that vested interests were at stake. It 
will be remembered that the General Election of 1874 was won by the 
Opposition, mainly on this cry. The attack on the Liberal Government 
was further complicated by the organisation of Irish obstruction in the 
House of Commons, which was the beginning of Parnellism and its 
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militant advocacy of Home Eule for Ireland. Add to this the determined 
attitude of the Labour Party to defeat some of the bitterest Liberals 
opposed to the cause of Trade Unionism, and it will be seen how formid- 
able was the attack. 

Teade Umion Paeliamentabt Candidates. 

There was no Labour fund of £10,000 or more to fight elections, 
but that did not deter the Trade Unionists. Henry Broadhurst, 
stonemason, fought at Wycombe ; Ben Lucraft, cabinetmaker, Finsbury ; 
Tom Halliday, miners' agent, Merthyr Tydvil ; George Odger, shoe- 
maker, Southwark; George Howell, bricklayer, Aylesbury; George 
Potter, carpenter, Peterborough; W. E. Cremer, joiner, Warwick; J. 
Kane, ironworker, Middlesbrough ; Tom Mottershead, weaver, Preston ; 
and J. Walton, Stoke. 

All were third candidates, and were determined, if they could not get 
into Parliament themselves, that they would try all they could to defeat 
the betrayers of Labour. 

Although none of the candidates won a seat in Parliament, their 
efforts were recognised as being the commencement of the formation of a 
national political Labour party. In several constituencies the Labour 
candidates did well. Tom Halliday secured 4,912 votes at Merthyr 
Tydvil, George Odger 3,496 at Southwark, Ben Lucraft 3,204 at Mnsbury, 
George Howell 942 at Aylesbury, W. E. Cremer 676 at Warwick, George 
Potter 562 at Peterborough, Henry Broadhurst 113 at Wycombe, John 
Kane 1,541 at Middlesbrough, and T. Mottershead 3,606 at Preston. 

These figures look insignificant at the present day ; it must, however, 
be remembered that in those days there were not so many electors on the 
register, and the highest vote recorded in some of these constituencies 
did not reach 1,000. 

Laboue Successes. 

The Labour Party had its victories, and for the first time in English 
politics two industrial chiefs found their way to St. Stephen's. 

Mr. Thomas Burt entered the lists at Morpeth against Major F. 
Duncan. To the dismay of the aristocracy, the voting was — Burt, 3,332; 
Duncan, 589; majority, 2,743. 

From then until the present year Mr. Burt has retained his seat 
at Westminster, and it is but small compliment to wish him many more 
years of life and vigour in which to enjoy his unique distinction as a 
Labour representative in the House of Commons. 

No less a triumph was the return of Alexander Macdonald for Stafford, 
where the county magnate, Thomas Salt, was defeated. Macdonald had 
with him in the fight the famous Eadical, C. B. B. McLaren. The result 
was a double victory, the figures being — McLaren, 1,498 ; Macdonald, 
1,345 ; Salt, 1,230 ; Talbot, 1,149. The Labour Party was naturally 
jubilant with this, its first, success. Although Macdonald lived but a few 
years, we shall be able to show how brilliantly he performed his duties as 
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a Member of Parliament, and how years afterwards Mr. Thomas Burt 
became an Under-Secretary of State, and is now a member of his 
Majesty's Privy Council. 

It will be seen that this digression from the doings of the Leeds 
Congress is necessary, as every General Election has been more or less 
influenced by Congress since 1868 ; besides which, the Leeds Congress 
could have had no certainty that when it met at Sheffield early in 1874 a 
memorable General Election would be in full swing. 

Ckiminaii Law Amendment Act. 

We must now leave the political situation to return to the proceedings 
of Congress. Enough has been said to show that the question of the 
hour with the Labour Party was a drastic amendment of the Criminal 
Law Amendment Act. 

The report bf the Parliamentary Committee was exhaustive on this 
and the prosecutions under the Act. It dealt also with the Masters and 
Servants' Wages Bill, the Arbitration Act (1872), the Mines Eegulation 
Act (1872), Workmen's Compensation for Injuries Bill, and the Factories 
Nine Hours' Bill. 

On the two last the Labour Party set its hopes, and they mainly 
constituted the programme on which the appeal to the workers was made 
in the General Election of 1874. 

The Mines Eegulation Act (1872) was an accomplished fact, and the 
Parliamentary Committee was congratulated for so successfully engineer- 
ing it through its Committee stages. It was not a perfect Act, but was 
the beginning of a new era of State care for men engaged in hazardous 
employ raent. 

Seamen's Member (Me. S. Plimsoll) at Congbess. 

The Congress devoted considerable time to Mr. Samuel PlimsoU's 
proposals to save the lives of seamen, and his book, " Our Seamen," 
was circulated, and created quite a sensation at Congress and in the 
country. He was in Leeds all the week. The famous Member for 
Derby arranged little dinners for the delegates in sections, so as not to 
interfere with the regular work of the Congress. 

The ultimate result of this agitation was the passing of the 
Merchant Shipping Act (1876). 

Adoption of Standing Oedebs for Congress. 

The Parliamentary Committee prepared Standing Orders for the 
guidance of Congress. The number of the rules was 30. After being 
considered, 26 were adopted, and, with few amendments, governed 
future sessions until the Cardiff Congress in 1895. Eew new subjects 
were introduced. One has been dealt with — that of Justice Brett and the 
gasworkers ; the others were a protest against the employment of soldiers 
in trades, especially in times of industrial conflict (the importance of 
which was recognised by the War Department of that and subsequent 
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periods), and the iron and coal trades disputes in South Wales. These 
were the commencement of the Labour disruptions which went on 
until 1887, ending in the following year, when Labour, again rearing its 
head, reasserted its authority and rehabilitated its former prestige. 

CONGEBSS EbPOBT. 

The Leeds Congress was distinguished for commencing to report its 
proceedings for future reference. It, however, only recorded resolutions 
and the votes thereon, but it instructed the Parliamentary Committee to 
see that the discussions of the subsequent Congresses should appear in a 
more detailed form. 

The new Parliamentary Committee of nine members, including the 
Secretary, who had always been appointed by the Committee, were : 
Alexander Macdonald (Chairman), Daniel Guile (Vioe-Chairman), William 
AUan (Treasurer), George Odger, Peter Shorrocks, John Kane, William 
Owen, Thomas Plackett, and George HoweU (Secretary). 

Spebad CI' Trade Unionism. 

The red-letter year of 1872 was followed by the formation of other 
Trade Unions, and in 1873 wages were still rising in every direction, 
and the boon! in trade was at its height. So prosperous was the country 
that the Prime Minister, the Eight Hon. W. E. Gladstone, reduced the 
income tax to 3d. in the £. 

The new unions formed had been marvellously and quickly educated 
to a sense of duty, which accounted for the sudden increase in the 
numerical and representative strength of the Congress. 

With the singing of " Auld Lang Syne " the delegates left for home 
and duty, carrying with them the motto, " Hope on, work on, trust on." 
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First Sheffield Congress— 1874. 

" Vested interests are at stake ! " Such was the Tory cry when the 
sixth Trades Union Congress met in the Temperance Hall, Sheffield, on 
January 12th, 1874. 

The Gladstone Government had existed for five years and 47 days. 
It had done good work, and promised if again returned to power that the 
reduced income tax of 3d. in the £ should be abolished altogether. 

Tempting as the bait was, there were other considerations which 
will have to be taken into account before it can be understood why a 
Liberal Government, boasting a splendid record and offering such an 
alluring policy, was defeated at the poll. 

The question of Home Eule was making rapid headway in Ireland. 
Isaac Butt, the Leader of the Irish Party, was losing ground, and 
Charles Stewart Parnell was at the head of the agrarian agitation. His 
watchword was, " Keep a firm grip on your homesteads." 

Joseph Biggar, the member for Cavan, had originated obstruction in 
the House of Commons. 

When the dissolution was announced, the militant force of the Irish 
Party resolved to oppose the Liberal candidates. This meant the 
defeat of many members. 

The Government was also attacked by the Opposition on its foreign 
policy, who declared that England had lost its international supremacy. 

AaEicuLTUEAL Laboueebs Dbnied the Feanchise. 

In the agricultural districts there was much dissatisfaction because, 
while the Eeform Act of 1868 had given hundreds of thousands in 
cities and towns the right to vote for their chosen Parliamentary 
candidates, the land labourers were still without votes, and were there- 
fore serfs. The labourers who possessed the comparatively high 
qualification to vote were but few, and were either apathetic on the 
questions of the day or indignant that their fellow labourers had been so 
long neglected. 

They demurred that " Sufferance is the badge of all our tribe," 
and equally resented further submission to 

And spite of pride, in erring reason's spite. 

One truth is clear, whatever is, is right. 

Pebss Attacks upon Teadb Unionists. 

Many were the stories told at election meetings and hatched in 
the Press against Trade Unionists. Some said the workers were 
greedy and wanted all the profits. Others that the democracy was fat 
and idle. It was asserted that some colliers had actually been dis- 
covered drinking a glass of port wine, and earned so much money 
that they kept dogs. It was stated that the fustian jacket was dis- 
carded for broadcloth ; that they wore linen collars and polished boots 
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when they were not at work. The shopkeepers, whose prosperity 
so much depends on a high purchasing capacity of the toilers, strange 
as it may appear, voted straight for "down with wages." 

Many workingmen who had been punished for not sending their 
children to school under the compulsory clauses of the Education Act 
assisted to swell the discontent. 

These, with the first and biggest cry of all, " Vested interests at 
stake,'' proved too much for a powerful Government, which, with all 
its glory, fell like a pack of cards. 

It will not be difficult for the close political observer to find parallel 
instances of Governments coming to grief, not through their want of 
purpose, but for the good they both attempt and accomplish. 

An ordinary observer marvels why a Government should lose ground 
which passes a Trade Disputes Act, an Act to admit five million workers 
to the great benefit of compensation for accidents, an Old Age Pension 
Act, besides trying to give "One man one vote," and effecting and 
attempting other industrial reforms. 

And yet, believe me, good as well as ill, 
A man is at best a contradiction still, 
Pope said this of a woman, but how much more truly does it apply to the 
Man in the Street ? 

It will be seen from these recollections how fickle was the workers' 
mind when the Congress met at Sheffield. 

The delegates were robust and sanguine enough, but had not the 
experience of how the rank and file suddenly change to marching 
orders. 

We must now return to the formal doings of the Sheffield Congress. 

Essay upon Tbadb Unionism. 

Alexander Macdonald, in addressing the delegates, said : " At a 
former Congress it was agreed that it was no longer necessary to defend 
Trade Unions. They were recognised by law, and by many as being 
worthy of confidence. 

"If ' coming events cast their shadows before,' they had indications 
that some of the objects they had in view, and with which they were 
concerned, would very likely be dealt with, and he hoped would be dealt 
with in such a way as would be found satisfactory. 

" There was no field so open at the present time to which they could 
turn their attention as to that of declaring what the vocations of Trade 
Unions were. 

" They had proved their utility, but they had now to prove what the 
vocations really were. 

" He alluded to a gift to him a year ago by his friends, and said he 
intended giving £20 of the proceeds in a way he thought would be a true 
way of diffusing knowledge of Trade Unions. 

" He would offer a prize of £50, with full power to the adjudicator to 
add £10 to it, for the best essay upon the history and vocation of Trade 
Unions, their relations with trade, and their advantage to members. 
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" His object for so doing was this : They were told that trade was a 
mystery. It reminded him of institutions or mysteries of by-gone ages, 
when the gates and symbols were crumbling to pieces in the market place, 
and the buttresses of the mysteries said you must not enter. When men 
entered the temples they found them virtually filled with dead men's 
bones. In the same way, it was said political economy was a mystery. 
But they wanted to lay hold of it and deal with it. The working classes 
were struggling with a giant Apathy, and in many instances by their 
organisation they had overcome him to a great extent. 

' ' The sanitary laws must be laid hold of by the working Trades Council. 
The health of the people had been so far neglected and demoralised in 
many instances as to threaten the extinction of a healthy race." 

Mr. J. E. Stephens, of Stalybridge, announced his willingness to give 
the sum of £5 to be awarded as a second prize, as also did Mr. A. J. 
Mundella, M.P. 

Mr. George Howell, Secretary to the Parliamentary Committee, 
announced that they expected Mr. A. J. Mundella, M.P., Mr, PlimsoU, 
M.P., Prof. Goldwin Smith, Messrs. H. Crompton, P. Harrison, and 
Joseph Chamberlain to be present during the week. 

Mr. William EoUey (steel smelter) was elected President of the 
Congress, and reserved his address, as was customary, until the following 
morning ; Mr, A. W. Bailey was elected Vice-President ; Mr. J. D. Prior, 
Secretary to the Congress, and Mr. William Allan, Treasurer. 

PaBLIAMBNTABY PEOaBAMMB. 

The Committee reported the progress made with respect to the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act, the Masters and Servants Act, the Law 
of Conspiracy, and the Trade Union Act of 1871. They stated on the 
question of compensation that unless the Government fulfilled its pledges 
early next session Mr. Hind Palmer, M.P., would reintroduce his Bill of 
1872, and press the question to a division. They also reported on the 
Truck Bill, the Factory Nine Hours Bill, and the Summary Jurisdiction 
of Magistrates, and suggested that the Parliamentary programme for the 
coming session should be : — 

1. Eepeal of the Criminal Law Amendment Act. 

2. Alteration of the Masters and Servants Act, so that breach of 
contract shall not be a criminal offence. 

3. Alteration of the Law of Conspiracy in accordance with the 
Bill introduced last session by the present Attorney and Solicitor 
Generals. 

4. Eeconstruction of the Small Penalties Acts, on the principle 
that imprisonment should only be used as a method of enforcing pay- 
ment after failure of all other means, and as a last resort. 

5. Consideration by Parliament of the important constitutional 
question of what limit should be placed upon the summary 
jurisdiction of magistrates, which deprives citizens of the right of 
trial by jury. 
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6. An Act by a Eoyal Commission as to the state of the law and 
procedure relating to summary jurisdiction ; as to the way in which 
the law has been administered by qualified and unqualified 
magistrates, and also to the mode of their appointment and 
removal. 

7. Eeduction of the qualification of jurymen, to admit workmen 
to discharge the civic duties of jurymen. 

8. Alteration of the law so that workmen or their families may 
be able to sue employers in the event of injury or death from 
accident due to negligence. 

9. A Factory Nine Hours Bill for women and children. 

10. An Act to prevent truck by making weekly payments in the 
current coin of the realm to workmen compulsory. 

11. An Act for the better protection of seamen's lives by pre- 
venting the sending of unseaworthy vessels to sea. 

CoNGEEss Accounts. 

The income during the year, including the balance from the Leeds 
Congress and £14 from the Yorkshire Miners after the accounts had been 
audited, was £567 18s. 6d. The expenditure was £393 19s. 4d., leaving 
the sum of £163 19s. 2d. to commence the next year with. The number 
of societies represented was 153, number of delegates 169, representing, 
with some duplication, 1,191,922 Trade Unionists. 

It will be interesting to show the numerical strength of a few 
of the national societies then represented : — 

Amalgamated Tailors 12,000 National Brassworkers 5,000 

Society of Engineers 42,600 Operative Bricklayers 6,300 

Association of Miners 105,000 „ Masons 22,000 

Ootton Spinners ... 11,927 Typographical Association 3,300 

Eailway Servants... 25,000 Spring Knife Cutlers 1,400 

Carpenters 12,900 Cabinet Makers 1,100 

Boiler Makers 13,500 Agricultural Labourers 100,000 

The new Parliamentary Committee elected was : Messrs. A. 
Macdonald (Chairman), Dan Guile (Vice- Chairman), William Allan 
(Treasurer), George Odger, Henry Broadhurst, A. W. Bailey, Joseph 
Arch, T. Mottershead, W. Eolley, A. Boa, and George Howell (Secretary). 

Paeliambntaby Action. 

Mr. Henry Crompton gave an address on the memorial presented to 
the Home Secretary by the National Federation of the Associated 
Employers of Labour. He vindicated the workers' views as to the 
amendments required to give freedom to organised labour, and received 
rounds of applause for the trenchant criticisin on the demands made by 
capital in its memorial to Parliament. 

Mr. A. J. Mundella, M.P., followed, and made an able and eloquent 
defence of the opposition to the existing law. Mr. Mundella had charge 
of the Parliamentary Committee's Bill, and had secured as backers 
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Mr. S. Morley, M.P,, Mr. Eustace Smith, M.P., and others. He exposed 
the shameful suggestion made by the employers, which he quoted as 
follows : — 

"It appears the main object of the promoters of the existing 
statute is to legalise this practice of picketing, of facilitating the 
employment of spies, and to authorise Trade Unionists to institute 
the machinery of intimidation to be used against the industrious 
workingmen, women, and children. We inquire what honest object 
can such a proposal have." 

Mr. Mundella described in graphic language how the forms of the 
House were used to thwart his efforts, and the jeers and the jests made 
by the young aristocratic bloods. He assured the delegates that so good 
a principle as was contained in the Bill, which would remove the 
irregularities and injustices of the Criminal Law Amendment Act, would 
speedily triumph. He appealed to employers to be wise, and instead of 
leaning upon the reed of an unjust law, which would break and pierce 
them, hoped they would trust to justice and promote good feeling 
between themselves and their workmen. Mr. Mundella's fine defence 
of the workmen showed him — 

Armed with more than complete steel. 
The justice of his quarrel. 
Mr. Henry Broadhurst read an able paper on direct representation 
of Labour in Parliament, which was followed by an interesting discussion. 
A number of resolutions and amendments were moved. On the 
suggestion of the President, those interested retired to agree to a 
composite resolution, the first time this now familiar custom was adopted. 
Among the subjects discussed was federation of trades, postal 
grievances, co-operation and industrial partnership, the assimila- 
tion of the borough and the county franchise, railway servants' 
grievances, workmen's contracts, shop assistants' hours of labour, 
and technical education. 

Mr. Mundella had invited the delegates, on behalf of himself and 
eome local employers, to a breakfast at the Victoria Hotel, at 9 o'clock 
on the Wednesday morning, which was enjoyed, and the invitation very 
highly appreciated. 

Questioning Woekmen's Honesty. 

At the breakfast Mr. William Bragge, a director of Messrs. John 
Brown and Company, had unwisely made reference to the dishonesty of 
workmen. 

The last thing the Congress discussed was a protest against this 
statement, made by Mr. W. Owen, of the Potteries, who asserted that 
workmen as a class were as honest as the employers as a class. 

Mr. George Shipton, Chairman of the Standing Orders Committee, said 
his Committee had fully considered the remarks, which were so wholly 
beside the truth and so unworthy of consideration that the best way to 
deal with them was to treat them with the contempt they deserved. 
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CoNGEEss Thanks Visitoes foe Addebssbb. 

Votes of thanks were accorded to Mr. Henry Crompton, Mr. A. J. 
Mundella, M.P., and to Professor Goldwin Smith, who had made a speech 
on emigration at the town's meeting promoted by the Congress on the 
Wednesday evening. 

Mr. Joseph Chamberlain, who soon afterwards became the Badical 
candidate for Sheffield against Mr. J. A. Boebuck, did not, as was 
dinticipated, attend the Congress. 

With the usual " Auld Lang Syne " parting, the delegates dispersed 
for " Home, sweet home." 
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First Liverpool Congress — 1875. 

Soon after the ShefiBeld Congress broke up the Government 
announced the dissolution of Parliament. It came almost "winged 
with red lightning and impetuous rage." It has already been stated 
the part (and with what result) Labour played in the race for seats. 

EoYAii Commission on Tbade Unions. 

Her Majesty Queen Victoria sent for Benjamin Disraeli to form a 
Cabinet. To the disgust of the Parliamentary Committee, the Queen's 
Speech announced the appointment of a Royal Commission on Trade 
Union questions. This so much shocked the ardent members of the 
Parliamentary Committee that a " boycott " was set up, as it was 
contended that no inquiry was needed, and that the Conservative 
Government had betrayed the workers. 

Solemn declarations made at the hustings were quoted, and the 
Tories were charged with having got into power on a deliberate pledge to 
amend the Criminal Law in its relationship to Labour disputes. " Bad 
iaith, treason, and usurpers," were loudly proclaimed. 

EoTAii Commission Condemned — Legislation Demanded. 

On March 17fch, 1874, a special meeting of the London members of 
*he Parliamentary Committee had been convened. Those members were 
Messrs. Allan, Broadhurst, Odger, Mottershead, and Howell. 

The Chairman, Alexander Macdonald, who had been returned to Par- 
liament, did not attend. There were also present, by invitation, Messrs. 
A. J. Mundella, M.P., Thomas Hughes, Frederic Harrison, R. S. Wright, 
and Wm. Mackenzie, After full consideration, their dissatisfaction was 
expressed in the following resolution : — 

" That this Committee deprecates the reference of the question of 
the Criminal Law Amendment Act, Masters and Servants' Act, the 
Law of Conspiracy, and other questions relating to workmen to a 
Eoyal Commission ; further, the Committee is of opinion that the 
time has arrived for immediate legislation." 

This resolution was the result of a " rift in the lute." It was feared 
that the Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee, Mr. A. Macdonald, 
M.P., and Mr. Thomas Burt, M.P., contrary to the wishes of the Labour 
Party, were about to accept membership on the Eoyal Commission. 

These fears proved to be well founded, as when the names of the 
Commission were announced it was found that these leaders had, with 
-their own assent, been appointed, together with Mr. Tom Hughes, 
who was at the meeting where the above emphatic resolution was 
passed. 

This announcement was a great disappointment, and caused much 
jbitterness of expression. 
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Mr. T. Mottershead, in criticieing Mr. A. Macdonald, sarcastically 
quoted Tapper: — 

Jndge not things by their events ; neither of 
Character by providence ; 
And count not a man more evil because 
He is more unfortunate. 

The Parliamentary Committee was well supported in its policy by 
the organised trades, and resolutions of approval were passed through- 
out the country. 

Eesiqnation op Chairman. 

So grave was the position that the full Committee was summoned 
by telegram to meet at the of&ces, 37, Villiers Street, Strand. 

The Chairman and Mr. Thomas Hughes explained why they had 
accepted membership on the Eoyal Commission. The reasons given were 
not considered satisfactory, whereupon Mr. Macdonald resigned the 
chairmanship. 

On the motion of Mr. Allan, the resignation was at once accepted, and 
Mr. Odger moved that Mr. A. W. Bailey be elected Chairman, which was 
agreed to. 

Eesolutions were then carried repudiating the appointment of the 
Eoyal Commission as being a surprise, an intrigue, and a fraud. 

On the motion of Mr. Odger, seconded by Mr. Arch, it was resolved 
to urge trade societies to demonstrate in favour of the Congress's policy 
as agreed to at Sheffield. 

This was the first time when the Chairman was not in full sympathy 
with the policy of the Parliamentary Committee. 

The Liverpool Congress was opened on January 18th, 1875, in the 
Concert Hall, Lord Nelson Street. 

Mr. A. W. Bailey, of Preston, was elected Chairman of the 
Parliamentary Committee, in plaae of Alexander Macdonald, resigned. 
In opening the proceedings, he said the number of new societies 
represented showed that the action of the Parliamentary Committee and 
the policy of the Congress met with the approval of the organised trades. 
He was prepared to defend their action on the law of conspiracy, but 
hoped the week's deliberations would cement the bonds of brotherhood. 

Election of Officebs. 

Mr. James Fitzpatriok (ship-joiner) was elected Chairman of Congress.. 
There was a sharp contest for the oflSce of President, Mr. Eobert Knight, 
of Liverpool, securing 41 votes as against 54 for Mr. J. Fitzpatriok. Mr. 
Alexander Clarke, secretary of the Liverpool United Trades Council, was 
unanimously elected Secretary to the Congress ; Mr. Daniel Guile, London, 
was elected Treasurer; Messrs. J. G. Brown, Manchester, and Geo. 
Shipton, London, were, on a division, elected Auditors. Mr. D.. 
McCallum, Edinburgh, was elected Vice-President by a majority over 
Mr. W. Morgan, London, who was also proposed for the office. Th& 
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Standing Orders Committee was appointed as follows : Messrs. H. 
Slatter, Manchester ; W. Morgan, London ; T. Banks, Preston ; T. 
Halliday, Bolton ; and Thomas Owen, Liverpool. 

Committee's Eepobt and Accounts. 

The Secretary, Mr. George Howell, read the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee's report, which, with the President's address, it was decided to take 
on the following day. 

The number of delegates present was 151, representing 107 societies 
with an aggregate membership of 818,032. The income for the year was 
£579 16s. id., and the expenditure £437 9s. 2d., leaving a forward 
balance to the good of £142 7s. 2d. 

Election of Committee. 

The election for the Parliamentary Committee was closely contested, 
the Miners carrying two seats. After some discussion, in which it was 
contended that only one of a trade could be on the Committee, the Miners 
withdrew one of their nominees. 

The elected were: Messrs. Eobert Knight, Liverpool; Henry 
Broadhurst, Operative Stonemasons ; Thomas Birtwistle, Bast Lancashire 
Weavers ; John Kane, Ironworkers' Society ; "William Eolley, Steel 
Smelters, Sheffield ; G. Odger, Ladies West End Bootmakers' Associa- 
tion, London ; T. Halliday, Miners ; J. D. Prior, Amalgamated Society 
of Joiners and Carpenters, Manchester ; G. Howell, Bricklayers, London ; 
D. Guile, Ironfounders, Manchester. 

Pkesidbnt's Addeess. 

The sitting of the Congress was resumed on Tuesday morning at the 
Concert Hall, Lord Nelson Street. Mr. James Eitzpatrick, of Liverpool, 
occupied the chair, and was supported on the platform by Messrs. 
S. PlimsoU, M.P., Henry Crompton, and James Samuelson. 

The President, in his address, said it was the general impression of 
the members of the late Sheffield Congress that Sir Henry James and 
Sir William Harcourt, the then Attorney and Solicitor Generals, had 
taken in hand Bills for the repeal or modification of the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act, Masters and Servants Act, and the Law of Conspiracy; 
but Parliament was dissolved shortly afterwards, and a new Government 
formed. The Government were of opinion that there was not evidence 
enough of the working of those Acts to commence legislation; they, 
therefore, appointed a Eoyal Commission to inquire into them, which was 
received with much dissatisfaction by Trade Unionists throughout the 
country, as such a Commission was considered a waste of time. 

" Why was it that, if a Trade Unionist tried to persuade a fellow 
workman that it would be to his interest to join a union or to pay up his 
arrears of contributions, or that his labour was worth more than he was 
receiving, that he was liable to three months' imprisonment for persuasion, 
while the merchant on 'Change, who had cotton to sell — and a man's 
labour was his own, just as the merchant's cotton was his own — might 
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or that employers could send black lists through the country and get men 
discharged with impunity ? Why was itj then, in all the contracts that 
were made daily and hourly in this country, the non-fulfilment of such 
was proceeded against by a civil process, while a breach of labour contract 
should be punished with imprisonment ? How was it that men leaving 
their work without giving notice were liable to three months' imprison- 
ment, and for agreeing to do so might be sent to prison for twelve 
months, as in the case of the gas stokers ? How was it that they were 
legislated for with more stringent laws than the criminals of the country, 
for exceptional and class legislation had existed against Labour for 
generations, while they were only beginning to find out that they required 
exceptional legislation for wife-beaters, clog-kickers, or for corner men? " 

Eeading op Papee on Oonspibact Laws. 
Mr. Henry Crompton followed with a paper on the Conspiracy Laws, 
which was considered so important that, by a large majority, it was decided 
to print copies to be sent to Members of Parliament and all the judges. 

Ceiminal Law Amendment Act. 
Mr. Henry Broadhurst moved : — 

"That this Congress regrets that the obnoxious Criminal Law 
Amendment Act (1871) still remains unrepealed, and pledges itself 
to aid in the return to Parliament of such candidates only as are 
pledged to vote for its removal from the statute book, and to use all 
the constitutional means in its power to obtain the repeal of this 
class-made law." 

In moving this, Mr. Broadhurst made a trenchant criticism on both 
Liberal and Conservative members of Parliament, condemned all who had 
recognised the Eoyal Commission, and challenged those who disagreed 
with the policy of the Parliamentary Committee to come forward. 

Mr. Joseph Arch seconded the resolution, and said a noble victory 
would have been achieved if, at the General Election, the agricultural 
labourers had been enfranchised. 

Mr. George Potter made a vigorous onslaught upon the men who had 
in any way assisted the Government to waste time by inquiry, as none 
was needed. The Act was bad, unjust, and cruel to the unions, and the 
t3rranny of the judges should be at once ended. To show the callousness 
of the Government, he said a few weeks ago the Parliamentary Committee 
had met the Chancellor of the Exchequer, who said all the time of the 
Government was mortgaged, and there was none for Trade Union 
legislation. 

Scene in Congeess — Attack on Leadees. 

Mr. W. E. Cremer charged Labour leaders with supporting political 
candidates who had plenty of the " needful," and, amidst much disorder, 
refused to withdraw the charge, and afterwards even went so far as to 
declare that some such men were at that Congress. 
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The scene created was almost indescribable. Mr. Lloyd Jones, while 
deprecating the attitude of Mr. Cremer, thought they should pass on and 
deal with the resolution. Not so Messrs. H. Broadhurst, D. Guile, 
George Odger, and John Kane, all o^ whom repudiated the assertion as 
base, and demanded a committee of inquiry. 

Chairman Explains Cause op Ebsigning. 

This scene over, Mr. Alexander Macdonald, M.P., rose to defend his 
action in accepting membership on the Eoyal Commission. He manfully 
faced the Congress, and said had he refused to go on the Commission he 
" would be committing a crime against the action of his own life." He 
supported the resolution, and assured the delegates that no time had been 
wasted, that the report was ready for publication, and before long an 
alteration of the law would be enacted. 

Mr. T. Burt, M.P., followed, and claimed his right to use his best 
judgment. He should support the resolution, although he declined to make 
excuses for the course he had taken. 

These two speeches, on the whole, had a good effect, and the resolu- 
tion was carried unanimously. 

Committee of Inquiry Appointed. 

Then up sprang Mr. Henry Broadhurst to move an impeachment. It 
was that a committee of seven be appointed to inquire into the allegations 
made by Mr. W. E. Cremer. This, after an angry discussion, was agreed 
to. After an exhaustive inquiry the committee reported that there was 
no foundation for the charges. The concluding sentence of a long report 
was: " It is impossible for your committee to regard the statements of 
Mr. Cremer otherwise than as most wanton and unwarrantable slanders." 

Mr. Alexander Macdonald moved the following resolution, which 
was carried with applause : — 

" That this Congress, having heard the report of the Committee 

on the charges made by Mr. W. E. Cremer, find that those charges 

were unfounded. We, therefore, as a Congress, agree to expel Mr. 

Cremer from this Congress, and recommend that he be not allowed 

to take a seat in any future Congress until he has withdrawn the 

whole of the foul and unwarrantable charges." 

Charges Withdrawn. 

Mr. W. E. Cremer took the honourable course. He wrote to the 
Chairman, frankly stating that he could not prove the charges, withdrew 
them, and expressed regret for having made them. 

Female Eeprbsentation at Congress. 

The National Union of Working Women was represented by a zjiaAe 
delegate, which brought a protest from Mr. E. J. Whetstone, of the 
Engineers. 

The Chairman read a letter from Mrs. Emma Paterson, of London, 
calling the attention of the Congress to the subject of the increased 
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employment of women in various trades, and the necessity for the 
formation of Trade Unions amongst them, to ensure a fair day's pay for 
a fair day's work. 

A resolution was unanimously passed, on the motion of Mr. John 
Kane, that Clause 14 of the Masters and Servants Act should be repealed. 
This clause made misconduct by a workman a criminal offence. 

Messrs. J. Binns, of Sheffield, and H. Crompton, of Chester, both 
solicitors, took part in the discussion, and, true to their profession, could 
not agree. 

Essay on Tbade Unionism. 

Every Congress has its amusing incidents. It will be remembered 
that Mr. Alexander Macdonald offered a prize of £50 for the best essay 
on Trade Unionism. 

The prize having been awarded, the Congress was naturally 
anxious to know the identity of the winner, and silence, which on 
occasions is enjoyed, reigned supreme. The Chairman opened the 
sealed packet, and read : — 

" 98, Andover Street, Sheffield, 

" September 27th, 1874. 
"The essay signed 'Fidelity was written by me. I am a 
grinder by trade, and for many years I have refused to join the 
unions, because I don't concur in their restrictive policy, and I 
would not be an accessory to their unlawful deeds. 

"John Wilson." 

At this there was first a titter, then laughter, and then for several miautes 
a burst of merriment at the audacity of so well-known and bitter an 
opponent of Trade Unionism carrying off the prize. 

John Wilson had assisted in the evidence against the leaders of 
Labour at the Eoyal Commission at Sheffield in 1867, and subsequently 
had both written and spoken condemnations against all forms of trade 
combination, except those of capital. This man had, however, complied 
with the conditions, and the delegates endorsed the award. The author 
was regarded as insincere, his essay was not read, and the effort, except 
as an incident, was wasted. 

The SahiOes' Friend. 

The Congress then discussed a resolution on the prevention of loss 
of life at sea, in which Mr. Samuel Plimsoll, M.P., took a leading part, 
being replied to by Mr. Lamport, a Liverpool shipowner, whose speech 
was so ineffective that the resolution against coffin ships was carried 
unanimously. 

Con&bess Eesolutions. 

Eesolutions were carried on unjust sentences by magistrates, against 
the doctrine of common employment, against the overworking of women, 
young persons, and children ; a condemnation of truck, support of direct 
Labour representation, and in support of courts of arbitration to settle 
trade disputes. 
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Date of Annual Oongebss. 

It was decided, on the motion of Mr. H, Blatter, of the Typographical 
workers, that Congress should meet in October of each year so as to give 
time to the Parliamentary Committee to formulate its policy and be ready 
for Parliament at the beginning of the session. 

Death of "William Allan, Tbbasuebe. 

Mr. George Howell moved a resolution of condolence, in which the 
Congress expressed its loss of " a wise counsellor, kind friend, and an 
earnest worker in the cause of Labour." 

Mr. J. D. Prior seconded, and paid a high tribute to the memory of 
this famous Labour leader, who, he said, " was as constant as the 
northern star, of whose true-fixed and resting quality there is no fellow in 
the firmament." 

The Lock-out in South Wales. 

A resolution of sympathy with the miners locked out by the colliery 
owners was unanimously endorsed, and an appeal to societies for financial 
assistance agreed to. 

Pbdeeation of Teades. 

The delegates rejected the Parliamentary Committee's recommenda- 
tion to amend the constitution of Congress, and threw out its scheme of 
federation of trades. 

Meetings and Social Functions. 

During the week there was a public meeting held in the Congress 
Hall, at which the senior member for Liverpool, Mr. William Eathbone, 
presided. The trade societies gave a banquet to the delegates at the 
Washington Hotel. Mr. Eathbone also received many of the representa- 
tives at the Adelphi Hotel. 

The Congress had been at times stormy, inclined at others to be 
wayward, but its conspicuous success was undoubtedly in piecing 
together the different views on the main question, Criminal Law Amend- 
ment. This was rewarded by Parliament itself, and realised the truth of 
the Psalm, " Behold, how good and how pleasant it. is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity." 
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First Glasgow Congress— 1875. 

At the first meeting after its election at Liverpool the Parliamentary 
Committee elected the now veteran, Mr. Eobert Knight, J.P., as its 
Chairman. 

Two CONGEBSSBS IN OnB YeAB. 

It will be remembered that there was no Congress, for reasons 
already fully stated, in 1870, and at Liverpool it; was decided to convene 
the Congress in October. 

There were two reasons given for this, the first and most important 
being that of having time to prepare policy, Bills, and programme on 
behalf of the Labour Party for the next Parliament. The second was to 
fill up the gap caused by the failure to summon the Congress in 1870. 

The eighth Trades Union Congress was opened at noon on Monday, 
October 11th, 1875, in the South Side Assembly Booms, Crown Street, 
Glasgow. 

The report of the Parliamentary Committee more that justified the 
time given to the battle which had been waged over the 

Ceiminai/ Law Amendment Act. 

The "boycott" of the Eoyal Commission by the organised trades 
made its labours almost abortive. It was not so unanimously deserted 
as was the Commission on Trade Disputes which the late Unionist 
Government appointed, as both Mr. Alexander Macdonald, M.P., and 
Mr. Thomas Burt, M.P., were members of the former Commission, and 
Mr. George Shipton, of the London Trades Council, gave evidence. 

The Government soon discerned it would be of no use, and before it 
reported had fully made up its mind that drastic legislation was required 
to appease the storm of indignation on the part of organised Labour 
throughout the country. Soon after this the report was published, and 
the Parliamentary Committee severely criticised its findings, and gave 
weighty reasons why there could be no amendment of a bad law, its total 
repeal being demanded. 

Govbbnment's Peoposed Legislation. 

The Home Secretary (Mr. E. A. Cross, M,P.) on June 10th outlined 
his proposed legislation. He made a comprehensive statement which 
showed him to be a master of the subject. It created a most favourable 
impression, but when the Bill was printed its clauses did not carry out 
the promises. The Parliamentary Committee prepared amendments, and 
by the co-operation of Sir William Harcourt, Sir Henry James, Sir 
Charles Porster, Messrs. Eobert Lowe, W. B. Eorster, A. J. Mundella, 
T. Burt, J. Cowan, S. Morley, and Alexander Macdonald, succeeded in 
making acceptable, for the time being, the Conspiracy and Protection of 
Property Bill and the Employers and Workmen Bill. Besides the advan- 
tages gained in the latter Bill, the title was changed, as it was previously 
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called the "Masters and Servants Act," and this gave much satisfaction. 
The victory was, however, not gained until July 16th, when the Home 
Secretary announced the acceptance of the principal amendment of the 
Parliamentary Committee, and also the repeal of the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act. Thus diligence was rewarded after a long and continued 
struggle. 

Chaibman's Addbess. 

In opening the Congress, the Chairman of the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee, Mr. Bobert Knight, observed that it had been said that the political 
spirit of workingmen was not so active as it was some years ago, bat 
he could not agree with that. The fact was that they had to struggle 
on, and that their energies had been applied to the removal of those 
laws which bore heavily upon them. He felt assured that each one 
there was willing to take his proportion of political work; but the 
development of their Trade Unions, which had done so much for them, 
demanded their time and their attention, and he hoped that those who 
had benefited by their associations, and who were looked up to at 
the present time as leaders of their fellowmen, would be guided by an 
over-ruling Providence, and that their associations would become models 
of government, so that they would secure to their members all those 
blessings which they could reasonably expect. 

Election of Officbbs. 

Mr. John Battersby (compositor) was appointed President, Mr. 
James Wilkie, Secretary; Mr. Daniel Guile, Treasurer; Mr. M'Callum, 
Vice-President. 

The Congress then proceeded to consider the report made by the 
Parliamentary Bills Committee, and adjourned for the day at half-past 
three o'clock. 

Vote op Thanks to Home Secebtaet. 

After the President had given his address on the Tuesday, Mr. 
George Howell moved that a vote of thanks be sent to Mr. E. A. Cross, 
the Home Secretary, for steering carefully through ParUament the Act 
already dealt with, and for the way he had assisted the Trade Unionists. 

There was some opposition to the vote of thanks, and Mr. Henry 
Broadhurst said he was satisfied that no person would accuse the 
Secretary, Mr. Howell, of handing the Congress over to the Conservative 
Party. He thought it was simply their duty to thank Mr. Cross for the 
work he had done. Could the vote of thanks have been construed into a 
vote to the Conservative Party, he was satisfied that no one would have 
opposed it more strongly than Mr. Howell, and he himself would have 
opposed it with all the strength in his power. But they should thank 
Mr. Cross for having had the moral courage, in the face of his party, to 
do justice to the workingmen. 

Mr. George Odger said he appreciated every word that had been said 
by those who objected to the resolution, but they had always been in the 
habit of thanking Ministers for proper laws that had been passed for the 
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working classes. Those laws which Mr. Cross had carried through last 
session were of all the laws he ever was acquainted with the very best 
affecting the labouring population of this country. He thought it would 
be an unfortunate incident indeed if, when a Minister stood in the House 
of Commons as Mr. Cross had stood night after night, and with an 
immense singleness of purpose had attended to every proposition that 
had been placed before him, they should refuse to express their apprecia- 
tion of his services. He would have preferred that there had been na 
occasion at all for him to speak. He had hoped, after having been one of 
the first to start with the abominable Master and Servant Act as they 
found it 40 years ago, that he would only have had to sit in a back seat 
and hear what they had to say in furtherance of the good work that had 
been done — done with labour, with thought, with intelligence, with 
enterprise, and sometimes fraught with danger. If they were to 
depart from thanking a Minister for the greatest boon ever given to 
the sons of toil, their ingratitude would be the most conspicuous that 
ever disgraced the annals of Labour. It was not to be supposed for one 
moment that this was a political party question. What man would 
charge George Howell, or Dan Guile, or, least of all, himself — George 
Odger — with compromising vsrith Conservative politicians ? But he had a 
lasting respect for Mr. Cross, and if he only acted in the future as he had 
acted while he had been Home Secretary he (Mr. Odger) would teach his 
children to venerate him also. He (Mr. Odger) had lived for his country, 
and whether in good or evil report he had made England's honour the 
pole-star of his life. 

The resolution was carried amid great applause, there being only 
three or four dissentients. 

Protection op Teade Union Funds. 

This being disposed of, Mr. J^, D. Prior moved a memorial to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer asking that the Trade Union Act of 1871 
be amended so that the funds of Trade Unions could be protected in the 
same way as those of the friendly societies. 

This led to an interesting discussion, because the Parliamentary 
Committee and the leaders of Labour generally were not agreed that a 
Trade Union could sue or be sued. Some Scotch delegates took the 
other view. After a protracted discussion, the whole thing was well 
understood, and the amendment asking for power to sue was rejected by 
the Congress with four dissentients. 

Compensation fob Accidents. 
This was the first Congress that discussed to any serious extent the 
question of compensation for accidents, and Mr. F. Evans, of the Eailway 
Servants Society, moved : — 

"That this Congress expresses its determination to do all in its 
power to get a measure passed through Parliament by which 
employers shall be liable to pay compensation to their workmen for 
loss sustained by accidents in the discharge of their duties through 
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the neglect of the employer or his agents, and that when such acci- 
dents are fatal the employer or employers shall compensate the 
families of the workmen so killed." 

The resolution, having been seconded, was carried unanimously. 
The composition and payment of juries was dealt with by Mr. Henry 
Slatter, Manchester, and the recommendation agreed to. 

Entbe "Women Delegates. 

On a discussion relating to factory and workshops and more eflEicient 
inspection, there appeared on the scene, for the first time in Congress, 
women delegates. 

Miss Simcox, London, generally approved the principles advocated 
by the men delegates, but Mrs. Paterson took the other view, and con- 
sidered there should not be any more restrictions put upon women 
workers than on men. 

A resolution urging Parliament to make " truck " illegal, and com- 
pelling weekly payments to workpeople in the current coin of the realm, 
without any deduction whatever, was adopted. 

In the evening a mass meeting of workers was held in the City Hall, 
presided over by Mr. P. S. Maeliver, of Bristol. His peroration was : He 
saw a great future before the workingman. He saw how education 
would elevate, how a spirit of self-reliance would nerve him for all 
duties and all difficulties, so that he might act upon the sublime 
sentiment of the poet : — 

In the world's great field of battle, 

In the bivouac of life, 
Be not like dumb, driven cattle, 
Be a hero in the strife. 

On Thursday the Congress discussed the Merchant Shipping Bill, 
representation of Labour in Parliament, and arbitration in trade questions, 
and a resolution was adopted appealing to the Government to lower the 
cost scale for patents, and to improve the Patent Act generally. 

A telegram was received from Mr. Plimsoll, expressing his great 
regret at not being able to be at the Congress. 

The Glasgow Trades Council invited the delegates to a banquet at 
Maclean's Hotel, at which there were present : Provost Bennett, 
Dumbarton, Provost Dick, Kinning Park, President Cravath, of Fisk 
University, Nashville, Tennessee, U.S., Mr. P. S. Maeliver, Bristol, 
Messrs. George Odger, George Howell, D. Guile, and E. Knight, the Eev. 
Thomas Matthias, Stoke-on-Trent, Mr. and Mrs. Kane, and Mrs. 
Paterson. 

The Congress commenced its sitting on Friday morning by discussing 
the " sweating " system. 

Afterwards it dealt with the organisation of women's labour, in the 
discussion of which the lady delegates figured conspicuously. 

The proposed new constitution for future Congresses as recommended 
by the Parliamentary Committee was considered, amended, and after- 
wards agreed to. 
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Eesignation of Me. Geoegb Howell, as Sbceetaet. 

Mr. Howell thought the legislation with respect to Trade Unions 
was then so perfect that the natural time had run for the existence of 
Trade Onion Congresses so far as Parliamentary action was concerned. 

It is true this view was only faintly stated, but the perspicacity of 
other leaders knew that there was great work yet to be done. The 
doctrine of common employment was so unjust that these were deter- 
mined that there must be liability with an employer to compensate a 
workman who met with an accident if it could be proven that such 
accident was caused by the negligence of an employer or his agent. 

This and other questions, such as the payment of Members of 
Parliament, the amendment of the Factory and Workshops Act, Old Age 
Pensions for the industrious, and sweating in almost every grade would 
have to be dealt with by Parliament. 

The Congress, therefore, proceeded to elect a new Secretary. The 
candidates nominated were Messrs. George Odger, George Howell, 
George Shipton, and Henry Broadhurst. Messrs. Odger and Howell 
declined to stand, and a vote being taken as between Mr. Shipton and 
Mr. Broadhurst, the latter was elected by a majority of 74 to 27. On 
the suggestion of Mr. George Odger, the Congress again voted, when 
Mr. Broadhurst was unanimously declared Secretary. 

The Parliamentary Committee was then elected, and consisted of 
Messrs. George Odger, John Battersby, John Kane, George Shipton, 
William Eolley, T. Halliday, E. Knight, A. W. Bailey, J. D. Prior, 
and Mr. Henry Broadhurst, Secretary. 

The new Parliamentary Committee met, and elected John Kane 
Chairman. 

Poor John Kane did not long survive the honour. This distin- 
guished Labour representative was taken suddenly ill, and died at 
Birmingham on March 21st, 1876. 

New men were coming along, and the Parliamentary Committee 
appointed Mr. John D. Prior, general secretary of the Carpenters and 
Joiners, as its Chairman ; Mr. Charles Williams, general secretary of the 
Plasterers, being the next highest on the list, was added to the Com- 
mittee, as was also Mr. Thomas Birtwistle, of the Power Loom 
Weavers, to fill the vacancy caused by Mr. Henry Taylor, who had 
sailed for the Colonies. 

The income for the year, including balance brought forward, was 
£616 9s. lid., expenditure £545 lis. 4d. ; balance carried forward 
£70 18s. 7d. The number of delegates was 139, representing 109 
societies, with a membership of 539,823. 

Testimonial to Me. Geoege Howell. 

It was agreed that the valuable work done by the late Secretary was 
of such importance that a fitting honorarium should be presented to him 
at the next Congress. 

An appeal for funds to carry on the work of Congress, votes of thanks, 
and the singing of " Auld Lang Syne " brought the Congress to a close. 
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The proceedings, taken as a whole, were satisfactory to the discerners 
of the times. 

This and the next few Congresses had to live through a critical 
period. " Down with wages " was beginning to be heard all over the 
country. Over-production by extension of plant, the high living of 
suddenly made commercial men, Germany and France after the war re- 
habiUtated in their capacity to supply their own articles of manufacture, 
and the unfortunate split in the Miners' Federation, had a tremendous 
influence against the welfare of the workers. Wise counsel was of little 
avail. Mr. George Odger saw it coming. In one of his speeches he 
appealed in forcible language for unity, to make the best and not the 
worst of things; he cried: "Cease to anticipate misfortune; there are 
still many chances of escape ; but if it comes, be courageous : face it, and 
conquer thy calamity." And as a kind of anti-climax, he urged them to 
" Eouse the slumbering, blow the trumpet, spread the wiug, and fling 
the scroll upon the sky." 
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First Newcastle Congress— 1876. 

The men of the Glasgow Congress who had a forecasting instinct 
■saw there were signs of stagnation both in commerce and of purpose. 
Although the Parliamentary Committee was vigilant, and its efforts 
effective in several important directions, it was losing ground with the 
organised trades. In 1876 the rot had not quite set in. Workmen who 
had gained considerable wage increase, and had benefited largely by the 
just laws obtained solely through the influence of Congress, were 
becoming lapsed members of various Trade Unions. For this 
indifference they were afterwards severely punished, and we had a long 
•way to travel before the heart of the Labour movement was rekindled. 
The old Trade Unions remained to carry on the battle, and, true to their 
historic persistence and fidelity, held the bridge until reinforced by the 
arrival of new battalions. 

Labotje Eepebsbntation in Pakliambnt and on Municipaii Bodies. 

Although organised Labour was receding, there was springing up a 
militant political body which, in spite of great odds, boldly .advocated direct 
Labour representation in the House of Commons and on all municipal 
and public bodies. The policy was to form Labour associations, to act 
:and to be independent of the two great political parties. At this time the 
Liberal associations throughout the country had a powerful hold on the 
workers and their leaders. Indeed, it required men of courage and in- 
domitable will to advocate independent action. Men who years afterwards 
became extreme in advocating that there should be no coquetting with 
the Liberals were found among the bitterest opponents of the principle 
that the best representative of Labour was to be found in the rank and 
file of the workers. Some of the most eminent writers, in their best form, 
addressed warnings to the workmen against the innovation. During a con- 
test in Birmingham in which a Labour representative attempted to secure 
a seat on the School Board, Mr. John Bright made his pelebrated attack, 
in which he described the movement as " class representation." Mr. 
Ben Lucraft, a cabinetmaker, had succeeded in winning a place on the 
London School Board. Mr. W. J. Davis inaugurated a Labour association 
in Birmingham, and, in spite of the opposition of the Liberal and Tory 
parties, a direct representative of Labour found his way to the School 
Board and into the Town Council. The movement rapidly spread, and 
Labour associations were formed in different parts of the country. 

The Newcastle-on-Tyne Congress assembled on Monday, September 
18th, 1876. It met at 12 o'clock in the Mechanics' Institute. 

Illness op Geoege Odgee. 

Mr. Henry Broadhurst announced that Mr. George Odger, who had 
been in Newcastle the previous week assisting the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee in making arrangements for Congress, had been taken seriously ill 
and compelled to return home. The Congress received the news in deep, 
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respectful silence, as it was known there was little hope of the veteran's 
recovery. During the week a subscription resulted in a remittance of 
£20 being sent to the invalid ; and, in acknowledging, George Odger 
made what was his last communication to the delegates. He wrote r 
"No letter I ever received in my life touched me more closely. Trade 
Unionists have too frequently been charged with selfishness and 
indifference regarding their colleagues. My experience has been quite of 
a different character. Please say for me that their kindness is engraved 
on my heart. I hope that the work of Congress goes nobly on." 

Death of John Kane. 

In opening the Congress, Mr. John D. Prior, the Chairman, referred 
to the irreparable loss which they had sustained in the death of so capable 
a Labour leader as John Kane, and appealed to the delegates to make up 
his (Mr. Prior's) shortcomings by a collective effort to regain the strength 
which they had lost in the individual. The Parliamentary Committee 
said : " The cause of unionism could ill spare one so true and energetic in 
the work of progress. He was a man of singular power, immense grasp 
of mind, and one in whom deceit never found a resting place." Mr. John 
Kane was so generally respected that many employers in the north not 
only attended his funeral, but subscribed liberally towards the cost of a 
fitting monument to mark the spot where the remains of the famoua 
Labour leader could be found at Darlington. 

Continued Need fob Annual Congbbss. 

Mr. Prior, addressing the delegates, drew attention to a statement 
made by some people that there was then no further need for Congresses. 
Said the Chairman, " But I assure you as a delegate I do not share it. 
Before I had attended my first Congress I had been working in the cause 
of Labour, as I believed, but when I got to Congress my eyes were 
opened. I accustomed myself too much to think that all the working 
classes were working the plane, adze, and the saw. J^ut I soon found 
that Labour had a wider scope, and a work of dignity and high policy to 
perform." 

Mr. J. C. Laird (tailor) was unanimously elected President of 
Congress ; Mr. John Sale, Birmingham, was elected "Vice-President ; and 
Mr. George Shipton, Treasurer. The Standing Orders Committee was 
constituted as follows : Messrs. A. Clark (Liverpool), W. J. Davis 
(Birmingham), D. Ferguson (Glasgow), J. Goss (Newcastle-on-Tyue), 
and H. Slatter (Manchester). 

Committee's Eepoet. 

Mr. Henry Broadhurst submitted the report of the Parliamentary 
Committee, which, inter alia, dealt with the Amendment of the Trade; 
Union Act, 1871, Summary Jurisdiction of Magistrates, Reform of the 
Jury Laws, Imprisonment of Seamen for Breach of Contract, Merchant 
Shipping Bill, the Truck Act, and the Employer and Workmen Act, 1875. 

Consideration of the report was adjourned until the following day. 
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On the following day the President delivered a spirited, able, and most 
practical address, which was applauded to the echo. 

Votes of thanks over, the Congress proceeded to the report of the 
Parliamentary Committee, which, after a short discussion, was unani- 
mously approved. 

Amended Constitution. 

The proposed new constitution was then submitted, and was as 
follows : — 

1. That all bond-fide societies with established rules having been 
in existence twelve months previous to the date of Congress 
assembling, up to and including those with 2,000 members, be 
allowed one delegate. 

2. That societies over 2,000 and under 5,000 be allowed two 
delegates. 

3. That societies with 5,000 and under 10,000 members be 
allowed three delegates. 

4. That societies with over 10,000 members be allowed one 
additional delegate for every 5,000, or part of 5,000 additional 
members. 

5. That Trades Councils be allowed to send representatives only 
for such societies as may nob otherwise be specially represented in 
any other form. 

6. That societies represented at the Congress contribute to the 
expenses of the Parliamentary Committee annually at the rate of not 
less than one farthing per member to carry on the work entrusted t6 
it by the Congress. 

Mr. Eolley (Sheffield) moved its adoption, which was seconded by 
Mr. Daniel Guile. Mr. J. Mtzpatrick (Liverpool) moved: "That the con- 
stitution remain as at present." This was seconded by Mr. T. Gill 
(Aberdeen). After a general discussion the voting was, for the amend- 
ment, 74 ; for the resolution, 21. The main argument against the new 
departure was that, while the subscription was based on democratic lines, 
the representation was undemocratic. It was forcibly put that there 
should be equality of payment and representation. 

Entbe Me. John Buenbtt. 

After the death of Mr. William Allan, the Amalgamated Society of 
Engineers appointed Mr. Frederick J. Whetstone as a delegate to Congress. 
This Labour leader was a prominent figure in London, and was for six 
years chairman of the Engineers' Executive. No representative was 
sent by this society to the Glasgow Congress. Mr. John Burnett, who 
had taken such a prominent part in the nine hours' movement on the 
North-Bast Coast, was chosen general secretary in succession to William 
Allan. For many years — until appointed Labour Correspondent by the 
Board of Trade— he was an acquisition to the Labour movement. 
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Woekmbn's Compensation. 
Mr. J. Burnett moved : — 

" That this Congress desires to thank the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee for their endeavours to secure the adoption of the Compensation 
to Workmen Bill, and urges them not to relax their efforts in this 
direction ; and also to give special attention to the inquiry now in 
progress on this subject by a Special Committee of the House of 
Commons." 

The mover of this resolution soon impressed the delegates. He 
understood his subject, and his every argument could be reproduced 
■with advantage, if these recollections permitted. Mr. Burnett's oratory 
was " measured beat and slow." His historic references were, 
de facto, impressive. His power of invective, and his reserve 
of cynical sarcasm, while not hypercritical, were the most telling 
when denouncing the doctrine of common employment. The Tory 
Government had no intention to make employers liable for accidents 
caused even by negligence of themselves or their agents, and so appointed 
a Special Committee of Inquiry. Mr. Burnett said he had visited the 
House of Commons and found the members of the Committee were 
hostile to the spirit of Mr. Macdonald's Bill, and that " the examination 
which they subjected the witnesses to was of a vexatious character." The 
Congress was well satisfied with its new recruit, and after an interesting 
debate the resolution was unanimously passed. 

A resolution moved by Mr. Joseph Arch on magistracy reform, 
and a vote of thanks to Mr. C. H. Hopwood, Q.C., M.P., for his valuable 
help on the subject, were passed. 

Mr. Broadhurst read a carefully written paper by Mr. Henry 
Crompton on the intricacies of the laws, and a motion calling on the 
Government to simplify them was endorsed. In this paper there were 
quoted the celebrated words of the Lord Chief Justice of England, Sir 
Alexander Cockburn, "You ought to seek not only to bring justice to 
every man's door, but the law to every man's knowledge." 

A resolution on the reform of the jury laws, which condemned the 
Government for not fulfilling their promise to bring in an amending Bill, 
was spoken to by twenty-six delegates, including Messrs. J. D. Prior, 
J. Burnett, and Miss Wilkinson, who said : " There ought to be some 
qualification with regard to a man's moral character, so that no one but a 
good and true man himself should sit as a juryman to try his fellow man." 
The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. J. J. Allen moved a resolution expressing regret that the 
Eeport of the Eoyal Commission on Factory and Workshop Laws was 
unsatisfactory, and urging a consolidation and extension of factory 
legislation. The Congress would not have the former part of the 
resolution — Mr. Broadhurst declaring, amid loud applause, " that the 
report was one of the best documents which had been issued on the 
question." Mrs. Paterson deprecated the idea of further legislative 
protection of women until it was ascertained how far they could 
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protect themselves by combination, but Miss Simcox advocated the 
extension of the Acts, so that they might apply to all industrial 
employments. The Congress then decided unanimously that every 
•effort should be made to extend factory and workshop legislation. 

A resolution to amend the Patent Act was approved. 

The delegates adjourned to view the machinery of the Swing Bridge, 
-which was explained by Mr. Messent, C.E. Afterwards he invited them 
to a trip down the Tyne. There was a strong cross current, and the 
passage was so rough that on landing a waggish delegate declared it 
-was the first time he understood the full meaning of Scott in the 
■" Lay of the Last Minstrel " :— 

Breathes there a man with soul so dead 
Who never to himself hath said, 
This is my own, my native land. 

In the evening a public meeting in the Town Hall was held. 
Mr. E. S. Watson presided over an enthusiastic audience, addressed by 
Messrs. Joseph Arch, J. Burnett, H. Slatter, and others. The first reso- 
lution dealt with organisation, and the second exhorted workmen to vote 
for Labour candidates standing for a seat on any elective institution. 
JBoth were carried with acclamation. 

It was announced that Mr. George Howell had issued his book on 
the Labour laws. 

Mr. Broadhurst also announced that employers and workmen 
together had subscribed £1,000 to purchase John Kane's widow an 
annuity of £75 per year. 

A resolution against sweating and an address by Mr. Samuel 
PlimsoU, M.P., preceded Mr. T. Halliday's resolution on truck, which 
urged the Parliamentary Committee to endeavour to induce the Govern- 
.ment to legislate compelling employers to pay wages weekly in the current 
«oin of the realm and without deductions of any kind. 

DiEECT Labour Eepebsentation. 

The growing importance of this principle was seen by the animated 
debate which followed an excellently well written paper by Mr. John 
Batkin (Painters), Birkenhead. There were delegates present whose 
expenses had been paid by various Liberal associations, who nominally 
attended as representing trade societies but were briefed to advocate that 
it was in the best interest of Labour to co-operate with and merge into 
the Liberal Party. It was claimed that this policy would be sure to help 
Labour much more effectively than independent or isolated action. There 
were also delegates who honestly and fervently shared this view, and with 
4ihem it was a conviction that the cause would be ruined if the new school 
of thought divided the party of progress. The battle had to be fought. 
Mr. W. J. Davis, Birmingham, proposed the following resolution : — 
" That this Congress, recognising the importance of the repre- 
sentation of Labour in Parliament, calls upon Trade Unions and 
other bodies of workmen to take every opportunity of returning to 
Parliament men of their own order, and considers it to be the 
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imperative duty of the delegates present to make a decided stand in 

this direction by forming committees or associations in their 

respective districts to carry out the same." 

No doubt some in the Congress would be opposed to such a resolu- 
tion, but he contended that it was necessary to take such a decided step 
in order to secure the end they had in view. The present representatives- 
of Labour in Parliament had done their work well, but it was apparent 
they were quite inadequate compared with the vast number ranged against 
them. There was no doubt that in the ranks of Labour there were men 
who would far outshine in ability plenty of the members who at present 
occupied the benches of the House of Commons. There were Mr. Burnett,. 
Mr. Howell, and many others who would represent Labour well, and 
would also bring to the consideration of every question ability and 
common sense that would be a benefit to the House and to the country. 

The resolution was seconded by Mr. J. Lord, of Burnley. 

The opponents first tried the old dodge of moving that the resolution 
did not go far enough, and that it should ask for manhood suffrage, and 
get this before going in for direct representation. At this particular time 
(it is not so to-day) the whole Congress would have been held up to- 
ridicule had it passed the amendment. 

Mr. Broadhurst, in his best sledge-hammer style, completely 
" pricked the bubble." He declared that the amendment was intended 
to throw them off the scent, and, in a scene of excitement and enthusiasm,, 
declared the Congress would have no hatchets but its own to grind, and 
those who wanted to thwart or to wreck the natural and honest aspira- 
tions, the hope of the franchise of 1868, could not fairly represent the 
opinion of the men who gave them credentials to be there. Those who 
had the conduct of the measures they had to promote for Congress could 
tell them of the humiliation their Parliamentary Committee had to go 
through in the House of Commons and its lobbies. United they could go 
to the House of Commons in their own right and speak on a footing of 
equality without cringing and bowing to the upper classes ; disunited^ 
they could never hope for that progress which was sought and desirable. 

This declaration met with such general approval that the amendment, 
was withdrawn. 

Mr. H. Self (London Society of Compositors) then moved an amend- 
ment recommending the workers to support candidates for Parliament 
who had a general interest in all classes. He did not think they should 
limit themselves to men of their own order. 

This was seconded by Mr. J. S. Common, of Edinburgh, and 
supported by Messrs. Yorston, of the same city, John Battersby, oi 
Glasgow, J. Sale and T. Boston, both of Birmingham. 

The resolution was supported by Messrs. C. Lang, T. Halliday, and 
W. EoUey. 

There voted for the amendment, 9 ; for the resolution, 73. 

This decisive victory was received with acclamation. It was " th& 
tide in the affairs of men taken at the flood," and led to fortune. 
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It will be seen through the corridors of time how necessary it is to 
give some of the details of this trial by combat, so to speak. Before the 
debate the opponents of direct Labour representation were an unknown 
quantity ; certainly many of the delegates were in doubt, and the 
discussion cleared the mist which was then hanging over the whole 
Labour movement. From then until the present day the Congress has 
remained consistent to the emphatic declaration of 1876. 

Banquet. 

The local trades invited the delegates to a sumptuous spread at the 
Queen's Head Hotel. Mr. John Davy was President, the Vice-President 
being Mr. J. D. Prior. 

Pbesbntation to Mr. Geoegb Howell. 

At the banquet Mr. Dan GuUe presented an illuminated address and 
£250 to the late Secretary. In an eloquent and feeling address, he referred 
to Mr. Howell as an able, genial character, and, though young, a man of 
mark. Mr. George Potter said of Mr. HoweU, " He sees the toils and 
privations of the class to which he belongs, and the young life and the 
strong hopes within him leave him scarcely any choice but to join in the 
conflict with all his power and faculty to put what is wrong right." 

Mr. Howell spoke of the way men had emancipated themselves and 
even shaped some of the destinies of the country. 

Congress again to business. The income, as reported by the Auditor, 
Mr. John Inglis (who has quite recently passed away at a ripe old age), 
was £718 9s., expenditure £602 15s. 2^d., balance carried forward, 
£115 13s. 9Jd. There were 140 delegates present, representing 113 
societies with a membership of 557,823. 

A resolution against piecework was defeated, and one in favour of 
arbitration and conciliation passed. Mr. H. Slatter read an exhaustive 
paper in favour of industrial and distributive co-operation, which was 
approved. A motion in favour of the federation of trades was defeated. • 
Mr. T. Birtwistle advocated an increased staff for factory inspection, and 
his resolution was approved. 

The new Parliamentary Committee was : Messrs. Joseph Arch, 
A. W. Bailey, J. Burnett, J. Battersby, T. Halhday, E. Knight, George 
Odger, J. D. Prior, W. EoUey, and George Shipton. The Committee at 
once met, and elected Mr. Prior as its Chairman. 

A resolution was unanimously passed against the employment of 
soldiers at harvest times, and another in favour of extending the 
franchise to the agricultural labourers. 

A resolution in favour of manhood suffrage was thrown out by a 
large majority. 

The Parliamentary Committee was instructed to promote a Bill 
to remove the qualification necessary before a person could be a candidate 
for a Town Council. 

The Bulgarian atrocities were condemned. 

Then votes of thanks were accorded, and the delegates departed to 
the East, West, North, and South. 




GEORGE ODGER. 

BORN AT ROBOROUGH, DEVONSHIRE, 1820. 

Secretary, London Trades Council. 



[Photo, from " Labour Portrait Gallery," published in 1873.] 



61 



The First Leicester Congress— 1 877. 

The year 1877, so far as Parliament was concerned, proved to be 
almost uneventful. 

The influence of organised Labour had certainly fallen, but not so 
low as it was in 1869, when Lord Shaftesbury wrote hoping " the 
working people may be emancipated from the tightest thraldom they 
have ever yet endured. All the single despots, and all the aristocracies 
that ever were or ever will be, are as puflFs of wind compared with these 
tornadoes, the Trade Unions." 

Notwithstanding the absence of a united collective purpose, the Parlia- 
mentary Committee pushed on with its useful work. In presenting its 
report to the Leicester Congress, it gave prominence to its efforts to secure 
an Act of Parliament to make employers liable for accidents. It stated : 
" Your Committee has always maintained that the only logical sequence 
to the present law is that an employer should be liable for injuries 
negligently caused to a workman by a fellow workman, as he is now 
for injuries caused by one of his workmen to a person not in his 
employ." 

The Select Committee of the House of Commons had reported. The 
Majority recommended that only accidents directly caused by the negli- 
gence of an employer's chief manager should be corapensated. The 
Minority report went so far as to make them liable if caused by negligence 
of managers, foremen, and deputies. 

Legislation on these lines would, at the time, have been accepted as 
an instalment. The classes, however, had the upper hand, and they 
never legislate with prudence in times of great political indifference on 
the part of the toilers. If they did, a moderate measure given 
ungrudgingly might be accepted often as a solution for some time to 
come. 

Death of Gboege Odgbe. 

George Odger, the first of the three Georges of the Congress, was 
born at Eoborough, near Plymouth, in 1820, the year which saw the last 
of King George III. of England. 

The people's George always looked older than he was. He was 
a needy shoemaker, an excellent mechanic, and a descendant of poor 
parents ; hence the great store of knowledge he possessed was an asset 
of his own making. Our George was a broad-minded and courageous 
man. As soon as he could handle the awl and set a stitch he was 
enrolled under the banner of St. Crespin. He was above his fellows, 
and his powerful influence went to condemn the foolish men who, on 
the introduction of machinery in his own trade, murmured at the 
innovation, and he repudiated men guilty of the cowardly practice 
of rattening. Odger was a considerable figure in London, and one of 
the first secretaries of its Trades Council. 
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With coDtemporary knowledge the Parliamentary Committee said : 
" This sad event, which in the world of workmen's social and political 
life may fairly be termed a national loss, took place at his residence in 
London on the 4th of March. We honour the memory of one of Labour's 
noblest and most eloquent advocates, and in council its moderate and 
wise adviser. His conspicuous abilities, his great knowledge and power 
of expression, were an honour not only to his self-education and culture, 
but to the class from which he sprung, and forms a worthy example for 
emulation. The Congress will be pleased to know that the subscription 
which was commenced at Newcastle in 1876 was sufficient to meet all 
his worldly wants up to the time of his death, and nothing which money 
could purchase was wanting. Your Secretary and Treasurer, with other 
friends, were in daily attendance even to his last night." Thus spoke the 
Committee. 

The funeral took place on Saturday, March 10th, 1877, at Brompton 
Cemetery. An imposing procession was formed, which marched from 
the deceased's residence, High Street, Bloomsbury. Deputations from 
all parts of the country were there. A considerable number of private 
carriages followed. Sir Charles Dilke, M.P., walked in the procession. 

At the graveside there were present Mr. P. Harrison, Professor 
Beesly, Dr. Congreve, Professor Pawcett, M.P., Messrs. T. Burt, M.P., 
Alexander Macdonald, M.P., and Herbert Spencer. 

Professor Beesly addressed the dense crowd as " Fellow citizens," 
and said " they had assembled to render what honour they could on the 
death of one whom they had all respected during his life. George Odger 
he held to have been not only a good but a great citizen, one who put his 
public duties in the first rank. With great abilities and more especially 
with very remarkable oratorical powers, it would not have been difficult 
for him to have gained position. He preferred to tread the bitter path of 
poverty with a good conscience." 

Subsequent efforts on behalf of the widow were successful in raising 
a fund sufficient to place her in moderately comfortable circumstances 
during the remainder of her life. 

Committee's Woek dueing Yeae. 

The Committee elected Mr. J. Burnett Vice-Chairman, and sent for Mr. 
Thomas Birtwistle, of the Power Loom Weavers, who was next on the 
list, to fill the vacancy. 

The Committee during the year dealt with the Summary Jurisdiction 
of Magistrates ; Eeform of the Jury Laws ; the question of a Criminal 
Code; Abolition .of Imprisonment for Debt; Factory and Workshop 
Bill ; the Enginemen's Question ; the Patent Laws ; Truck ; and with 
satisfaction it was able to record one Congress question settled by 
legislation. This was the Justices Clerks' Act, by which fees were 
abolished and salaries substituted. 

The Leicester Congress met at the Temperance Hall on September 
17th, 1877. 
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Mr. J. D. Prior, in commencing the proceedings, reviewed the year's 
work, and made graceful reference to the three distinguished men the 
Labour movement had lost in as many years. 

Messrs. D. Merrick (Boot and Shoe Finishers, Leicester) was elected 
President ; E. Memmott, Sheffield, Vice-President ;. G. Walker, Secre- 
tary ; and George Shipton, Treasurer. 

Standing Orders Committee : Messrs. H. Slatter, Manchester ; W. 
Paterson, Glasgow ; H. King, London ; T. Smith, Leicester ; and P. 
Shorrocks, Manchester. 

Committee's Ebpoet. 

Mr. H. Broadhurst, Secretary, read the Parliamentary Committee's 
report. In addition to matters already referred to, a few social topics 
were dealt with. Strictures had been made by interested persons on the 
extravagance and waste of workmen. It quoted from an article in 
Vanity Fair, headed, "And who is the gainer?" The writer of the 
article gave particulars of costs paid by the rich in banquets, balls, and 
concerts, and showed cases where 40s. and 4:8s. were expended to 
entertain each guest. The report, said the article reproduced, shows the 
frivolous extravagance of those who prate to the labourers on the doctrine 
of frugality, and alluded to the time as being the age of materiaUsm and lip 
economy. 

Bad trade had no doubt caused the criticism, and on this the 
Committee reported : " Amidst the general depression of European 
industries it is some consolation to know that our country is the best 
employed of any nation which is considered to have a place in the race of 
commercial production." The report was held over until the next day 
for consideration. 

Pbesident's Addeess. 

On Tuesday the President, Mr. D. Merrick, delivered a most sensible 
address. Having contested Capital's hardest rule when rigorously applied 
— that of the law of supply and demand — he then defended the workers 
and trade societies from some aspersions. He said : ' ' Unions make men 
thoughtful and create habits of saving. We often hear about working 
men getting better wages and taking it to the beerhouse. I am sorry 
anyone should be so foolish as to turn their blessing into a curse, but the 
extent of this evil is often greatly exaggerated. It is very possible this 
class of men would spend their earnings at a public-house if they earned 
much less. It is a fact that workmen as a rule have learned to respect 
themselves, to improve their homes, and give attention to the education 
of their famiUes, making provision for sickness and death, put their spare 
money in the bank, or devote it to the purchase of a house, or a piece of 
land, or entering into business. These are some of the fruits of our 
union tree." 

He then turned his attention to the attack which the orator of the 
time, Mr. John Bright, had made on the effects of combination, and 
quoted from a recent speech : " We are surrounded by a combination 
whose object is not only to diminish the time of labour and the products 
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of labour, but to increase the remuneration of labour, and we must bear 
in mind that great cities have fallen before Manchester and Liverpool 
were known, the Cities of Carthage, Genoa, Phcenicia, and Venice. 
Therefore, let us not imagine we stand on a foundation absolutely sure 
and immovable, or that we are not liable to the dangers which have over- 
thrown and overwhelmed other countries and other times." 

This classical "claptrap," uttered by so great a man, whose know- 
ledge of ancient history was such that he must have known that these 
cities fell not because the workers were paid well, but from the fact that the 
rich both robbed and starved them, was not allowed to pass unnoticed. 

The President replied: "No doubt John Bright speaks as an 
employer, but I am glad to think there are many in the same position 
who do not share his views, for we all know that it is not the first 
time he has opposed the reduction in the hours of labour, as thirty 
years ago he opposed the Ten Hours Bill. I have no hesitation in saying 
that English manufactured goods are produced cheaper to-day than they 
used to be, although the hours of labour have been curtailed." 

The Parliamentary Committee's report was then considered, and its 
reading was followed by an interesting discussion. 

Professor Leon Levi, at Queen's College, had delivered two lectures 
on political economy. He had expressed opinions adverse to trade 
politics. The engineers', the miners', and the iron moulders' societies 
had come forward to protest. These societies engaged Exeter HaU, 
London, in which to demonstrate against the learned Professor's 
deductions. They not only paid the expenses of two meetings, but the 
cost of full publicity. Mr. Lloyd Jones, an able lecturer, sometimes 
a delegate to Congress, and an advocate for miners and ironworkers in 
arbitrations, was selected to give two lectures in reply to Professor Levi. 
Mr. George Potter moved that a paragraph should be inserted in the 
Committee's report acknowledging the ability with which he did it, and 
to the societies mentioned for publishing what was considered the 
complete reply by Mr. Lloyd Jones. This was agreed to. 

The delegates then listened to a speech from Mr. Alexander 
Macdonald, M.P., on Employers' Liability, the Bill he had in charge, 
and he stated that he should take it to a division if only five members 
were in its favour. 

Minor points of the Parliamentary Committee's report having been 
referred to, it was unanimously adopted. 

The President announced that there were 152 delegates present. 
This was the largest number attending any Congress, except at Sheffield 
in 1874. 

The Treasurer, Mr. George Shipton, announced that the subscription 
on behalf of Mrs. Odger had already reached the sum of £1,059. It 
included contributions from Canada and America, and £22 7s. from their 
French fellow Trade Unionists. He also read a letter from Mrs. George 
Odger conveying her thanks to the delegates for their help to sustain her 
in her irreparable loss. 



65 

Women Laboub. 

Mr. T. Halliday moved that the Factory and Workshops Bill, in- 
troduced by the Government during the preceding session, was, with the 
amendments pressed by the Parliamentary Committee, satisfactory, and 
urged the Government to reintroduce the Bill in the coming Parliament. 

The resolution was seconded by Mr. T. Birtwistle. After a lengthy 
debate, 

Mrs. Paterson moved its adjournment, and in continuing the 
discussion the next day, this lady delegate said : " As regarded chain 
making, the fires used for the purpose of the work were not hotter 
than ordinary fires, and the work, she considered, was not too hard 
for the females employed at it in the Black Country, Women should 
be allowed to earn their living without undue restrictions. To remedy 
the evils now existing in connection with female labour, persuasion 
instead of legislation might be used with good results. It was a 
degrading thing for a woman to be hunted about by a factory 
inspector.'' 

Mr. W. i. Davis questioned if a lady who had never used the oliver 
or the hammer or stood over the fires could properly represent the hard- 
worked or persecuted women for whom she presumed to speak. They 
were not against women being employed at proper avocations, but it was 
inhuman to put the gentle, nay, the lovable sex — those who had to nurse 
and to nourish sons and daughters to conduct the world — to carry .heavy 
weights, to use their feet as powerful levers, to do the work of the 
blacksmith, turn at the lathe or file at the vice. Laws and inspectors to 
prevent this degrading employment was humane statesmanship. 

Mr. Broadhurst expressed his astonishment to hear Mrs. Paterson 
deny the accuracy of the reports of Her Majesty's inspectors, than whom 
he did not know a more able, accurate, and conscientious set of gentlemen. 
They would never lift woman to her proper sphere unless by restriction 
put upon the greed of those who would work their mothers and sisters 
like dogs or slaves for the sake of gain. 

Mr. E. Knight reminded Congress that women used to work alongside 
men in the coal pit, and if by commoc consent that was wrong how could they 
defend women working in the brickfields and in other laborious industries. 

Mrs. Mason, of the Seamers and Stitchers, thought it a shame that 
married women should have to work. It led in some cases to idleness on 
the part of the man. She would like to see a law passed to enable an 
inspector to visit their houses and see that their husbands were out of 
bed, instead of being there until what they called luncheon time. 

The resolution was passed almost unanimously. 

A resolution in favour of an increased staff of factory inspectors was 
moved by Mr. T. Birtwistle and adopted without opposition, as was also 
one on the reform of the magistracy moved by Mr. J. D. Prior. 

On Wednesday a public meeting was held in the Temperance Hall. 
Councillor Grinsley presided, and it was addressed by Messrs. Thomas 
Brassey, M.P., J. D. Prior, J. Burnett, W. J. Davis, and George Potter. 
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Addeess by Me. Thomas Beasset, M.P. 

The next morning the delegates were honoured with a memorable 
address on the " Industrial Problem " by Mr. Thomas Brassey, M.P., the 
author of " Work and Wages," and one of the largest contractors of the 
time, who employed both British and foreign labour. The address 
justified combination of Labour. Mr. Brassey said: "The existence of 
Trade Unions must be accepted as a necessary consequence of the new phase 
into which productive industry has entered; and the only practical 
question is how to direct this important and extensive organisation into a 
useful channel." 

The Times and other newspapers had, the next day, leading articles 
on the address, quotations of which are to be found in the archives of the 
Parliamentary Committee, and all the articles admitted the value of Mr. 
Brassey's comparison between Labour at home and abroad. It will be 
remembered that this high authority contended that a pound's worth of 
trained or skilled labour was worth more than a pound's worth of cheap 
or untrained labour. 

The address was so much appreciated that, after a cordial vote of 
thanks had been accorded, Mr. Broadhurst announced that a second 
address would be delivered at the Central Hall, Silver Street, on the 
following Friday evening. 

CoNGEESs Resolutions and Accounts. 

The Congress then proceeded to consider resolutions on the Exten- 
sion of the Employers and Workmen Act to British Seamen, a resolu- 
tion on Patent Law Eeform, and the Abolition of Imprisonment for 
Debt. 

Mr. W. J. Davis submitted the balance sheet. It showed an income 
of i7i3 16s. 6d. ; expenditure, £632 16s. lOd. ; balance, £110 19s. 8d. 
This did not include the Congress expenses of £52 16s., nor the sum of 
£20 16s. for increased clerical work for the year. The final audit was : 
Income, £743 lOs. 6^. ; expenditure, £706 9s. 8d. ; balance carried 
forward, £37 Os. lOJd. 

A paper was submitted, and taken as read, by Mr. J. Lynch on 
" Skilled and Unskilled Labour," ably setting forth that both should act 
in harmony. The matter was referred to the Parliamentary Committee. 

Mr. J. Battersby, Glasgow, moved a resolution empowering the 
Parhamentary Committee to give advice in trade disputes or difficulties. 
This was defeated, the voting being 27 for and 67 against. 

The new Parliamentary Committee was: Messrs. A. W. Bailey, 
G. M. Ball (Agricultural Labourers), T. Birtwistle, J. Burnett, J. Inglia 
(Blacksmiths), E. Knight, J. D. Prior, George Shipton, H. Slatter, and 
T. Smith (Boot and Shoe Eiveters). Those whose trades are appended 
were new members of the Committee. 

Mr. Alexander Wilkie moved that in future there should not be two 
members from the same town elected on the Committee, but found no 
seconder. 
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Voting by Ballot Fiest Intboddced. 

It was resolved by a large majority that the election of the Parlia- 
mentary Committee should be by ballot of the whole Congress. Another 
new departure was that no amendment to a Standing Order should be 
considered unless it had been sent to the Parliamentary Committee at 
least one month before Congress. 

"The Slaughtbe of the Innocents," 

It was resolved that no speech on any subsequent resolution should 
exceed three minutes. 

A proposal to establish a Labour newspaper was knocked on the 
head by " The previous question." 

A resolution denouncing prison-made goods (mainly brushes) being 
brought into competition with honest labour was unanimously adopted. 

The Parhamentary Committee met, and elected Mr. A. W. Bailey 
Chairman for the second time. 

The usual votes of thanks, the singing of " Auld Lang Syne," and 
the cry, "Who goes home?" dispersed the Congress. 

Press Comments on Congeess. 

The Times, on the following Monday, wrote : " The tenth Annual 
Trades Union Congress, which if at times somewhat irregular in its 
proceedings, was, on the whole, moderate in tone, and altogether free 
from anything like bitterness or invective against society." 
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First Bristol Congress— 1878. 

To the Bristol Trades Union Congress the Parliamentary Committee 
was able to report one great accomplishment. Factory and workshop 
regulation until 1879 had been a farce. An Act dealing with this all- 
important subject received the Eoyal Assent on May 27th, 1878, and 
together with the Labour legislation of 1875 constituted the redeeming 
features of Disraelian rule. 

LaBOUB and FaCTOBT LEeiSLATION. 

The Labour legislation of 1875 moderated the persecution of judges 
for a quarter of a century. These law-twisters, however, waited for their 
opportunity to torture the poor in the interest of the rich. In the years 
1895 and 1900, by the aid of the workers' votes, reactionary Governments 
were returned to power, and, as a result, the Trade Unionists got Taff 
Vale, Denaby, and Welsh stoppage prosecutions. Their courage steeled, 
the judges of the time again did their best for organised capital, because, 
as Wordsworth put it, "The good old rule sufficeth them, the simple 
plan, that they should take who have the power, and they should keep 
who can." 

The Factory legislation of 1878 was one of consolidation and of far- 
reaching extension. The Parliamentary Committee said of it : " The 
Act contains all the important principles of the Bill in its original draft. 
It gives greater discretionary power to the Home Secretary to deal with 
special exigencies of particular branches of manufacture, and greater 
authority to extend the more stringent regulations, and will apply to a 
very large number of establishments which have been exempt from 
inspection. Clause 80 provides that ' weights and measures used in the 
sale of goods shall extend to weights and measures, scales, balances, 
steelyards and weighing machines used in a factory or workshop in 
checking or ascertaining the wages of any person employed therein in 
like manner as if they were used in the sale of goods.' " After dealing 
with other clauses in the Act, the Committee "regretted that in regard 
to the chain and nail making trades its proposal was not carried." 

This was that females should not be employed in the chain and naU 
making trades on and after January 1st, 1879, under 13 years of age ; 
1880, under 14 years of age ; 1881, under 15 years of age ; 1882, under 
16 years of age. 

Sir Charles Forster, M.P., moved the clause in the Commons, and 
Lord Shaftesbury in the Lords, but it was opposed by the Government, 
and consequently defeated. 

The eleventh Annual Congress was commenced at Bristol on Monday, 
September 9th, 1878. It met at the AthenaBum, Corn Street. Mr. 
A. W. Bailey, in opening the proceedings, referred to the bad state of 
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trade, the weakness, by comparison, of Trade Unionism, and the increased 
strength of the employers' federations. He expressed his trust and con- 
fidence that the workers through their organisations would yet act 
together. 

Mr. G. P. Jones (carpenter and joiner) was elected President, 
Mr. D. Kennedy (Glasgow), Vice-President, Messrs. J. Pitzpatrick and 
W. Count, Auditors. Standing Orders Committee : Messrs. "W. Paterson, 
H. E. King, J. Smith, T. Sharpies, and P. Shorrooks. 

Mr. Henry Broadhurst announced with much regret that their old 
friend Daniel Guile was absent through illness. 

The Parliamentary Committee's report having been read, the Congress 
adjourned. 

The next morning, Mr. G. F, Jones delivered his presidential address. 
It was a thoughtful summary of events of the time, dealt with bad trade, 
and regretted the increase of the non-union element. He contended 
that it was the non-union men who brought wages down, and trusted 
there would be a rally of the workers so as to cope with the growing 
power of Capital. 

Skilled and Unskilled Labour. 

The report of the Parliamentary Committee was then discussed. 
Its adoption was moved by Mr. J. Pitzpatriek (Liverpool), and seconded 
by Mr. C. Williams (Birmingham). Mr. J. C. Laird (Newcastle) regretted 
the Committee had not made tangible recommendations with respect to 
skilled and unskilled labour working in concert for the common good. It 
had been instructed to do so at the last Congress, and he contended it 
had fenced with the question instead of grappling with it. 

Mr. J. Burnett, in reply, read the Committee's findings, based on a 
careful inquiry. They were, first, that the relations between skilled and 
unskilled labour were on the whole satisfactory. Second, that in the 
particular case of shipbuilders and their helpers they were not so satis- 
factory. Third, that, having considered the matter in dispute between 
the two forces, the Committee found that technical difiSculties were in the 
way of outsiders bringing about a settlement. He assured Congress the 
Committee was both alive to not only the difficulties but to the import- 
ance of the question. It was a delicate matter to handle, and from fear 
of widening the breach the Committee felt it had gone as far as was 
prudent in an initial effort. 

The Secretary held that "the less their annual Parliaments inter- 
fered with the differences arising between trade and trade, and industry 
and industry, the better would it be for the success of their undertaking." 
This declaration was received with great applause. He trusted in 
future the Parliamentary Committee would not be asked to consider 
questions and to give opinions and judgments which it had no power 
to enforce. 

Mr. Laird thereupon withdrew his amendment, and the report was 
adopted unanimously. 
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Employees' Liability fob Accidents. 

It was resolved to thank Mr. Alexander Ma'cdonald, M.P,, for hia 
efforts in Parliament to secure employers' liability for accidents. 

Mr. A. Macdonald, in acknowledgment, made a great speech. He 
replied to criticisms made by eminent statesmen of both political parties. 
The representatives of capital asserted that the Bill, if passed, would ruin 
commerce, drive trade out of the country, and employers would take up 
their capital and go to Germany. The hon. member pointed out that the 
law of compensation for accident in Scotland had in no way diminished 
commercial enterprise, and the law on the subject both in France and 
Germany was what they were asking for in England. He contended 
that the law was then what it was in 1837, but by judge-made law the 
workers had been deprived of their legitimate rights, and he afQrmed, 
amidst tremendous cheers, what he had declared in the House of Com- 
mons, that " there was no form of law half so dangerous as the law made 
by the judges in this realm. Let there be united action, and there would 
soon be a law passed sufficiently strong in its character to meet their just 
wants. They must fight shoulder to shoulder in a united phalanx." It 
will be observed that the objections urged against Mr. Macdonald's Bill 
are repeated to this day whenever new legislation is proposed. 

Patent Law Eefobm. 

Mr. E. Memmott (Sheffield) presented his annual resolution. It was 
a growing question, and received for the first time considerable attention. 
After a spirited discussion, Congress declared its dissatisfaction that the 
Government had not attempted to amend a law which was so much 
against the poor inventor and so much in favour of the rich. It instructed 
the Parliamentary Committee to continue its efforts to secure for the 
inventors the full benefit of their own inventions. 

The Standing Orders Committee reported there were 114 societies, 
sending 136 delegates, representing 628,957 Trade Unionists. Twenty- 
one Trades Councils sent delegates. 

Me. John Moelbt and the Houes of Labour. 

Mr. Henry Crompton deUvered an address on the " Summary 
Jurisdiction of Magistrates." When finished, the Standing Orders were 
suspended to hear an address by Mr. John Morley on '' Over Production." 
This celebrated writer was then beginning to attract much attention as a 
speaker, and was fast becoming a favourite of the people. His address to 
the Congress occupied 14 columns. Beading it to-day, one could imagine 
it was delivered yesterday, as it dealt with many of the fallacies we read 
and hear stated against organised Labour and their effect on commerce 
and the best interests of society. Speaking upon the hours of labour, 
Mr. Morley said : — 

" And if anybody says that this determination about hours has been 
carried out to the loss of the employer and to the advantage of the foreign 
competitor, then I can only answer that in the trade where the resistance 
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on the part of the employers to the Ten Hours Bill and Nine Hours Bill 
was most strenuous, the textile trades of Lancashire, even with shortened 
hours, are turning out a greater quantity of work for each spindle and 
loom per week than at any previous period in the history of the trade, 
and more than they are doing in any other country in Europe, however 
many hours they work." 

Dealing with the " cry" that the nation was "going to the dogs," 
he declared : — 

" It must often perplex many of us to think why it is that Great 
Britain, so wealthy, so united on the whole in social spirit, so abundant 
in resources, so strong, in short, in every way, should be the country 
where, before all others, people take most delight in crying out that they 
are killed before they are hurt." 

His peroration was : " Though I expect no millennium in the relations 
between Capital and Labour, there is no reason why those relations should 
not be marked by a spirit of justice and manly goodwill, nor why, in the 
midst of the struggles that will from time to time unavoidably arise, 
either employers or workmen should forget that the great fact after all is 
that they are both of them in equal degree co-operating agents in the 
cause of human civilisation and joint partners in the service of the 
world." 

The Congress then resumed the consideration of the Summary 
Jurisdiction Bill, and unanimously urged the Government to carry the Bill 
through all its stages. 

Having dealt with the reform of the magistracy, Mr. Broadhurst 
read a telegram from Mr. A. J. Mundella, M.P., declaring that his views 
on employers' liability had not changed. This telegram was sent to 
refute a statement made at Congress that the Member for Sheffield, 
in addressing the Chamber of Commerce there, had expressed views 
against employers' liability and inconsistent with declarations made 
to the delegates on former occasions. This disclaimer was welcomed and 
approved. 

Entbb Mr. T. M. Kelly. 

The Standing Orders Committee agreed from the looseness of 
accounts kept by Mr. T. M. Kelly (a matter referred to in a previous 
report) there were grounds for complaint, but the evidence against 
his bona-fides was not conclusive, and the delegate was permitted to 
take his seat. We shall hear more of Mr. Kelly when the sugar 
bounties agitation reached its height in London. 

After this Mr. Alexander Macdonald dealt with the question of 
the abolition of imprisonment for debt, and Mr. J. Inglis moved that 
the Parliamentary Committee confer with Mr. Macdonald to see if 
the matter could be dealt with in the amendment of the Bankruptcy 
Law. Eesolutions were also carried on the reform of the jury laws, 
protection for seamen, and one of deep sympathy with the sufferers in 
the terrible mining calamity at Abercarne. The sum of £10 was sub- 
scribed by those present in aid of the helping fund. 
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This great catastrophe opened the eyes of statesmen to the 
terrible dangers of mining, and led, more than any other accident of 
modern times, to both strengthening the Mines Begulation Act and 
the Metalliferous Act. 

The Congress proceeded to deal with an urgent request for more 
factory inspectors ; that only efficient and certificated persons should be 
in charge of steam engines ; and a resolution dealing with the shortening 
of the hours of labour. 

The President announced that he had received a telegram from the 
Board of Trade stating that Commissioners had been sent to Cardiff to 
investigate complaints raised in the discussion of seamen's grievances. 

The Auditors reported the gross income as £809 6s., with a credit 
balance of £105 10s. 9d. 

It was decided that in no case in future should two members of one 
trade be elected on the Parliamentary Committee. 

Messrs. Kelly and Peters caused a scene in attempting to discuss the 
sugar bounty question, but Congress would have none of their nonsense, 
and the " next business " resolution settled them. 

A resolution was unanimously adopted protesting against industrial 
schools coming into competition with firms who had to pay proper 
wages. 

Mr. A. W- Bailey, the Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee, 
was charged with allowing his society to injure the Scottish Tailors' 
Society by competition and unfair dealing. The Committee appointed to 
make the investigation submitted a long report exonerating the Chair- 
man, but practically telling him not to do it again. 

Assimilation of the Boeodqh and County Fkanohise. 

Mr. Ball (Leamington) moved : " This Congress of Trade Unions 
declares that the time has arrived when the franchise of the counties 
should be assimilated to that of the boroughs, and a more equal distribu- 
tion of political power established ; and the members of this Congress 
pledge themselves to do all in their power to forward this question 
during the coming session of Parliament." 

The resolution was seconded and unanimously approved. It was 
then embodied as a petition, signed by the Chairman and ofidcers of 
Congress, and sent to the Prime Minister. 

As there seemed to be a General Election approaching, the Parlia- 
mentary Committee was instructed to formulate a programme and 
circulate the same to the organised trades, recommending the workers to 
vote only for those Parliamentary candidates who would support 
legislative action on the questions agreed to. 

The Parliamentary Committee elected was : Messrs. J. Burnett, 
J. D. Prior, G. M. Ball, T. Birtwistle, H. Slatter, G. Shipton, E. Knight, 
W. Crawford (Miners), J. Inglis, and J. Pitzpatrick (Shipjoiners). Those 
whose trades are given were new members. 
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How THE Inteenational Trades Congress was First Introduced. 

The Secretary read the following letter : — 

" Universal Federal Workmen's League, 

" London, September 10th, 1878. 

" Dear Sir, — I am instructed to forward resolutions adopted by 
the Council of the above League, to be brought before the Standing 
Orders Committee. 

"Eesolved, 'That the Council regrets the failure of the Inter- 
national Trades Congress in Paris, and condemns the French Govern- 
ment in preventing the said Congress taking place, and suggests that 
an International Congress be held in London at an early date, and 
invites delegates from various countries to attend.' 

" It was further resolved ' That the Secretary forward the said 
suggestions to the President of the Trades Union Congress in Bristol, 
to take the opinion of delegates present, and arrange preliminaries if 
approved of.' 

" The above resolutions were unanimously adopted at our 
ordinary monthly meting. 

" J. Skimming, Secretary {^ro tern.)" 
No resolution was moved. 

The " Times." 

Mr. H. Broadhnrst entered his protest against a leading article in 
the Times, which, he said, insinuated that portions of the Parliamentary 
Committee's report were written by other hands than their own. This he 
indignantly repudiated, stating that from the first page to the last it was 
the work of the Committee, through its Secretary, and revised only by 
the Committee. 

A resolution in support of federation of trades was unanimously 
approved. 

Congress and Co-opeeation. 

Not so one in support of co-operation. To this an amendment by 
Mr. J. Davy (Tailors), Gateshead, complained that various stores did not 
pay recognised rates of wages. Mr. Grabtree, representing the Whole- 
sale Co-operative Board as fraternal delegate, admitted there might be 
irregularities, but as manufacturing was only juet commencing he hoped, 
as they became better acquainted with real facts, that matters would be 
put right. The amendment was lost, but only by a minority of eleven. 

Meetings and Functions. 

On the Thursday a public meeting in favour of Trade Unionism was 
held in the famous Colston Hall, presided over by Mr. P. Stewart 
Macliver. The speakers were : Messrs. J. Laird, H. Slatter, J. Inglis, 
G. M. Ball, G. Potter, Mrs. Paterson, Miss Simcox, and Miss Brown. 
It will be remembered that when the Congress again met at Bristol just 
twenty years afterwards, its meeting-place, which was the Colston Hall, 
was burned down. It was never suggested that the fiery principles of the 
delegates caused the conflagration. 
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A banquet at the Grand Hotel was given by the Bristol Trades 
Council. A oolleotion was made for the entombed miners at Abercarne, 
amounting to £8 5s. 6d. 

The Trades Council also invited the Congress to an afternoon's 
excursion to the picturesque Clevedon. On approaching Clevedon a 
discovery was made. During the Tuesday and Wednesday Congress 
appeared to have lost " Old Andrew." Inquiries had been made at his 
lodgings, but his landlady could give no information. On nearing 
Clevedon one of the delegates espied the missing delegate under the 
verandah of a pretty wayside inn. "Old Andrew," recognising his 
friends, came out of his hiding place with a bonny face, and, holding 
his churchwarden, said : " Lads, I am saving money." " Andrew, 
how do you do it?" "Well, I get the finest glass of brown brandy 
here I have ever had for threepence, anywhere else fourpence, and 
I save a penny on every glass, and, as Lancashire delegates say, I am 
' having some,' and believe with Boswell, who said claret is for boys, 
but he who aspires to be a man must drink brandy." A temperance 
colleague quietly replied, "Andrew, it is a dagger of the mind, a false 
creation." 

Before the Congress separated, it was announced that the Parliamen- 
tary Committee had elected Mr. J. D. Prior as its Chairman, Mr. George 
Shipton as Vice-Chairman, and Mr, John Burnett as Treasuj:er. 

After the customary votes of thanks and " Auld Lang Syne," the 
delegates were quickly " homeward bound." 
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First Edinburgh Congress— 1879. 

The Commbecial Ceash. 

The oft-repeated fallacy that good trade comes with a Tory Govern- 
ment was knocked on the head by the almost unprecedented commercial 
paralysis of 1879. 

During the four preceding years the purchasing power of the people 
had suffered reduction after reduction. It had been cut down to such 
an extent that the wages earned were only sufficient to keep " body and 
soul " together. 

There was no margin to purchase furniture, pots and pans, or 
clothing. Families had to huddle together, and house property, in conse- 
quence of a huge increase of voids and runaway tenants, was in a 
deplorable state. 

Manufacturers and manufacturing companies, with merchants and 
bankers, were unable to meet their creditors, and bankruptcy or the non- 
payment of dividends was the result. 

Capital had been too clever. It had "killed the goose that laid the 
golden eggs." At this period Britain consumed 80 per cent, of all it pro- 
duced, and therefore in " downing " the wages capital had nearly killed 
its great customer — and the feeder of profits — the people. Although the 
year 1879 was the worst, the stagnation continued for years, during 
which we had the Bristol and Glasgow Bank and other great failures. 
There were large trading concerns whose shares were far above par when 
wages were good, and which had fallen almost to zero when wages were 
low. Nor did trade revive or commerce rehabilitate itself until wages 
were restored by degrees to something like their normal condition. 

The evil consequences of starvation wages permeated society and 
produced ill-feeling and mistrust. 

Men disbanded from their Trade Unions in thousands. The "brother- 
hood of man " had for a time practically disappeared. The appeal for 
energy to hold each other up fell flat on deaf ears. Men had become too 
poor in muscle and brain to think with a good purpose, and seemed to 
give up aU hope of regaining what they had lost. They even suffered and 
made no protest against further reductions, and many, which made 
matters worse, worked a longer day for the reduced wage. 

During 1878 four trade societies — the Engineers, the Carpenters, the 
Ironfounders, and the Boilermakers — whose aggregate membership was 
only 93,714, paid in out-of-work benefit considerably over a quarter of a 
million pounds. In the year (1879) now under review, unemployment 
was worse still. The Ironfounders had a considerable capital to begin 
the year with, but at the end the society was in debt. The Engineers 
expended, in addition to its income from 45,000 members, £111,000 in 
providing the various benefits to which its members were entitled. Such 
were the times when the twelfth Congress met at the Oddfellows' Hall, 
Edinburgh, on the 15th of September, 1879. There were present 115 
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delegates, representing 92 societies, with a membership of 541,892 ; a 
decline of 21 delegates, 22 societies, with a falling off of 82,065 Trade 
Unionists. 

The Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee, Mr. J. D. Prior, 
therefore opened the proceedings under most discouraging circumstances. 
He said : " I have endeavoured to cast a retrospective glance over the 
history of Labour movements, and I have formed the opinion that every 
idea which has taken deep root in the minds of those whom we represent, 
the industrial population, from the condition of ignorant serfs into that of 
intelligent free citizens, originated in periods of difficulty and distress, 
like that which we are now experiencing." One remark would be a 
familiar phrase to-day. It was on unemployment : " We may with 
propriety ask ourselves the question, is this a preventable evil ? Is it really 
an absolute necessity that every few years multitudes of the people should, 
through no fault of their own, be reduced to such a destitute condition ? " 

Mr. David Gibson (brown saddler), Edinburgh, was elected 
President ; Messrs. John Battersby, Vice-President, and C. H. Yorston, 
Secretary, both of Edinburgh; J. Burnett was appointed Treasurer; 
J. Kennedy and A. W. Bailey were made Auditors. Standing Orders 
Committee : Messrs. P. Shorrooks, E. Memmott, W. Paterson, J. E. 
Smith, and A. Clark. 

The report of the Parliamentary Committee was submitted by Mr. 
Henry Broadhurst, and it was decided to discuss it after the presidential 
address the next day. 

The financial report stated that the income was £763 3s. Id., and 
the expenditure £655 8s. 8d. ; the balance in favour of Congress 
being £107 14s. 5d. 

The Auditors' report showed, later in the Congress, a balance of 
£135 3s. 5d., reduced by £40 128. 3d. (the cost of the hall, etc.) to 
£95 lis. 2d, 

Effect of Financial Ceisis upon Trade Unionism. 

The next day Congress had a thoughtful address from the President, 
who, dealing with the result of decreasing the purchasing power of the 
people, said : " The pursuance of this policy has resulted by a process of 
bit-by-bit diminution in a very general and heavy reduction of wages, in 
some occupations to the extent of 50 per cent., and apparently the limits 
of retrogression, either in hours or wages, are not yet reached. How this 
has been received on the part of the workers we all know. While many — 
probably the greater number — remonstrated against the step-by-step 
declension of the value of their labour as inflicting hardships for which it 
was alleged there was no necessity, or sought to counteract the policy of 
their employers by efforts of desperate resistance, an invariable accom- 
paniment in either case was the all but universal deprecation by the 
Press that the workingmen should do anything but submit, however 
unreasonable or arbitrary the decree. When throughout the country the 
failure of banks, the suspension of extensive mercantile houses, and the 
liquidation of joint stock companies have been of frequent occurrence ; 
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when coal and ironworks have been closed as a consequence, and vast 
numbers of unemployed parade the streets of our large cities, reductions 
in wage are recognised to be inevitable." 

The Parliamentary Committee's report, inter alia, dealt with em- 
ployers' liability, the jury laws, the patent laws, increase of 
factory inspectors, reformatory labour, and imprisonment for debt. It 
was well received and unanimously approved. 

Mr. Henry Crompton addressed the Congress on the " Summary 
Jurisdiction Bill," and a resolution in its favour was adopted. 

Mr. John Burnett again moved that the principles of Mr. A. 
Maodonald's Bill of Employers' Liability for Accidents contained the only 
solution of the question. This was questioned by Mr. 1". W. Evans, of 
the Eailway Servants' Society. 

Mr. A. Macdonald, M.P., in an exhaustive examination of the 
Bill, proved to the Congress how valuable it would be to the industrial 
population if passed. His defence met with an ovation, and was 
unanimously approved. 

Land Laws. 

An address by Mr. E. S. Wright, barrister-at-law, on the land 
question, was followed by the adoption of a resolution moved by the 
agricultural labourers' representative, Mr. G. M. Ball : " That this Con- 
gress is of opinion that the land laws at present in force are manifestly 
unjust, and are opposed to the best interests of the people, by divorcing 
the peasantry from the soil, diminishing labour, restricting production, and 
causing the nation to depend largely for ,its supply of food on foreign 
importations, and that it is the duty of the Parliamentary Committee to 
use their legitimate efforts to secure the earliest legislation on this 
important subject." 

Payment of Jueobs. 

On the discussion of the Jury Bill, the aim of which was to lower 
the qualification of a juror and for the State to pay for attendance, a 
spirited protest was made by delegates because Scotland and Ireland 
were left out. Notwithstanding the defence made by Messrs. H. Broad- 
hurst, E. Knight, and H. Slatter, on behalf of the Parliamentary 
Committee, the Congress by a large majority referred the Bill back. 

In this discussion, Mr. John Galbraith (London Compositors' Society), 
who afterwards became the recognised wit of Congress, and whose 
knowledge of the Trade Union and political movements was unequalled, 
took part. He strongly supported the Committee in getting in the " thin 
edge of the wedge." There were some things you must take a bit at a 
time, "But if ye parley with the foe, you're lost " ; a camel could not 
get through the eye of a needle, but he was not so sure about the 
Scotchman. If the Bill passed it would not be long before " The canny 
Scotch came there, convened all in a shoal." 

The Parliamentary Committee were urged to see the Home Secretary, 
and press for the appointment of workmen factory inspectors. On 
whether " and practical women " should stand- part of the resolution 
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a lively debate ensued, and although it was pointed out that the women 
delegates had opposed restrictions on the employment of females, the 
men were broad enough to recognise that an increase of factory 
inspectors should carry the appointment also of lady inspectors. 

The faithful Mr. B. Memmott brought in his annual resolution on 
Patent Law Eeform — a question then nearly ripe for legislation, as it will 
be seen that the Right Hon. Joseph Chamberlain soon afterwards took 
hold of it, and enabled the poor inventor to provisionally secure protection 
at a comparatively nominal cost. 

A resolution was adopted recommending that workmen's wages 
should be a first charge and paid in full. 

CONGEBSS AND THE ESTABLISHED ChUECH. 

Mr. A. Simmons, of Kent (Agricultural Labourers), drew attention 
to Standard V. National Schools book, which taught the children that 
Trade Onions were wicked institutions, that the leaders were tyrants and 
dishonest, that their objects were to enslave, that all must work on a 
dead level, that no one disobeying the Committee of the union was sure 
of his life for a day. He quoted much more of this wretchbd diatribe, 
and moved a resolution declaring the statements untrue, and that the 
Archbishop of Canterbury be waited on with a demand that all such 
passages should be expunged from the text book. The Standing Orders 
Committee also recommended that the President of the Education 
Department should be interviewed, which was agreed to. 

Two months afterwards the Parliamentary Committee headed a. 
deputation of fifty delegates, representing about forty Trade Unions, to 
the Archbishop. His Grace, after listening attentively to the quotation 
of these malicious falsehoods, announced that the book would b& 
immediately withdrawn. Of the many lies Congress has exposed, this 
one was perhaps dealt with with the greatest promptitude, and neatly 
nailed to the counter. 

Fedbeation of Teades and Othee Questions. 

The next question was the Federation of Trade Unions, which 
was not then ripe for solution, as Mr. R. Knight only carried his 
resolution by a majority of two. 

The Brushmakers protested against prisons being used as factories 
in competition with private enterprise and honest labour, and especially 
against Shepton Mallet Gaol. 

Mr. Henry Broadhurst was re-elected Secretary. The election of 
the Parliamentary Committee resulted in the return of the old members, 
except that Mr. A. W. Bailey defeated Mr. J, Fitzpatrick. Mr. H. 
Slatter was elected Chairman. 

A resolution to extend the hours of polling — to commence at 8 a.m. 
and close at 8 p.m. — was carried. 

Mr. John Wilson submitted that the county franchise should be 
assimilated to that of the boroughs, so as to give the farm and other 
labourers political power, which was agreed to with acclamation. 
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Dublin was chosen over Manchester for the next Labour Parliament. 

Mr. Henry Broadhurst, by resolution, denounced the Government 
for reducing the wages of the workers at the Army Clothing Factory at 
Pimlico by 10 to 20 per cent. 

Intbenational Gkbbtings. 

The German Trade Unions sent greetings to their English comrades, 
pointing out that Labour in their country had to fight the retrograde and 
rich classes with disadvantage. It was decided to reciprocate the friendly 
expressed wishes by sending a message of encouragement to the sixth 
German Trades Union Congress, held at Nuremberg on the 12th of 
October. 

The usual receptions went on during the week. The Edinburgh and 
Leith Trades Council invited the delegates on Friday afternoon to 
Dalmeny, where they enjoyed a charming excursion. 

Geneeal Election Manifesto. 

The General Election was seen to be rapidly approaching, and on 
the last day of Congress it was decided to instruct the Parliamentary 
Committee to issue a manifesto containing questions to be submitted to 
candidates for Parliament. 

The programme was rather long, but it is necessary to summarise the 
important points. The candidates were asked, will you support : — 

A Bill to amend the law of compensation in cases of accidents, 
so that workmen, or their families, may recover from an employer in 
the event of injury or death from accidents due to negligence ? 

A Bill to reform the administration of justice by limiting 
summary jurisdiction of magistrates, especially in securing the right 
of appeal and of trial by jury ? 

A Bill to extend the Employers and Workmen Act (1875) to 
English seamen whilst in British waters ? 

An increase in the number of factory and workshop 
inspectors ? 

A Bill to reform the Patent Laws ? 

A Bill for the abolition of imprisonment for debt ? 

A redistribution of political power, by extension of household 
suffrage to the counties, and re-arrangement of the division of seats? 

The extension of the hours of polling till 8 p.m. to provincial 
boroughs ? 

The payment out of the rates of the returning ofiBcers' charges 
at Parliamentary elections ? 

The Committee suggested that, as far as possible, the questions 
should be put and replied to by the candidate in public meeting ; or 
where a candidate was waited upon, that a reporter should accompany 
the deputation. 

The usual votes of thanks were accorded, followed by " Auld 
Lang Syne," and then " Home." 
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Dublin Congress— 1880. 

GenbeaIi Election Eesults. 

Preceding the first Congress held in Ireland there was a famous 
General Election — famous for the Eadioal principles upon which the 
Government was expected to legislate, and for the determined statesmen 
it produced. Messrs. W. E. Gladstone and John Bright had long been 
famous, but the Liberal Ministry included three other favourites of the 
democracy — Sir William Harcourt, the Eight Hon. Joseph Chamberlain, 
and Sir Charles Dilke. 

The Labour Party, with its programme, put all its strength on the 
Progressive side. There were also additional direct Labour candidates 
run. Mr. Joseph Arch made a gallant fight at Wilton, but failed to 
capture that aristocratic constituency. Both the Eight Hon. T. Burt and 
Mr. A. Macdonald again won their seats at Morpeth and Stafford, 
while Mr. Henry Broadhurst defeated Dr. Kenealy at Stoke-on-Trent. 
The Parliamentary Committee in the return to Parliament of its own 
indefatigable Secretary secured not only a victory, but a great gain to the 
Labour movement. 

The Conservative Party, by its refusal to recognise employers' 
liability for accidents, to lower the franchise to agricultural labourers, to 
extend the hours of polling, or to secure protection to the poor inventor, 
had alienated many of its fighters in the industrial classes. " The Grand 
Old Man," Mr. Gladstone, with freshness and vigour, commenced his 
famous Midlothian campaign, the success of which, perhaps, has no 
parallel in English politics. Messrs. Harcourt, Dilke, and Chamberlain 
in other parts of Britain, fought valiantly, and a Progressive victory not 
to be excelled for twenty-six years was the result. We shall have to 
examine how far pledges given at the hustings were redeemed by the new 
democratic Government. 

The 13th Congress met at the Ancient Concert Eooms, Dublin, on 
September 13th, 1880. 

Employees' Liability Act Passed. 

Mr. Henry Slatter, the Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee, 
in opening Congress, congratulated the delegates on the passing of the 
Employers' Liability Act. He said that " Combination was a means to 
enable them to assert their independence and to secure a voice in the 
terms on which their labour should be sold," and declared, " With the 
vaunted intelligence of our age it was incredible that so reasonable a 
claim should be opposed. Until this right was admitted," he contended, 
" all the Courts of Conciliation or Boards of Arbitration would be power- 
less to produce harmonious relations between employer and employed." 
At this particular time, in consequence of the unity of the workers, the 
leaders of Trade Dnions were referred to as "bloated delegates" who 
fomented strikes. In rebutting this, the Chairman declared, " It is much 
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more frequently the case that the leaders are in favour of moderate and 
conciliatory measures, while their followers advocate more extreme 
action." 

Mr. John Murphy (ironfounder) was elected President; Messrs. 
Peter Shorrocks, Vice-President ; J. Burnett, Treasurer ; and John Ward 
(Bakers), Secretary to Congress. 

Standing Orders Committee : Messrs. J. Battersby (Glasgow), 
W. J. Davis (Birmingham), W. Abraham (Dublin), A. Clark (Liverpool), 
and J. E. Smith (London). 

Mr. Henry Broadhurst, M.P., on rising to present the report of the 
Parliamentary Committee, received an ovation, he being the third direct 
Labour representative returned to the British House of Commons. 

The first question dealt with was Employers' Liability. The report 
traced the history of the struggle from its introduction at the Glasgow 
Congress in 1875 to the 18th August, 1880, when the Bill passed its final 
stage in the House of Commons. 

The Lords stabbed it in two vital parts. Lord Beaoonsfield carried 
an amendment that the Act should be limited to two years, and Lord 
Brabourne, by a still larger majority, that Section 3 of Clause 1 be struck 
out. 

The Parliamentary Committee at once met, and declared that it would 
sooner forego the measure than submit to the Lords. Telegrams were 
directed to the organised trades, and throughout the country there were 
demonstrations against the Lords of a most determined and vehement 
character. It was quickly done, and the Government, which was so much 
indebted to Labour for its great victory, " stood to its guns." On 
September 2nd the Bill was restored to its original form, and on the 
following day " my Lords " ate the leek. The full credit of this great Act 
must be put to the account of Mr. Alexander Macdonald, M.P. It has 
been a great asset to the workers, and was the forerunner of the present 
Compensation Act. The name of Henry Broadhurst will be ever 
memorable for the manner in which he piloted the Bill. He had only 
been in the House three weeks when the Bill was introduced. His grasp 
of the subject, however, was complete. He gained the admiration of his 
friends for the way he organised support for the measure, and for the 
consternation he spread amongst its opponents. 

The Committee were also able to report that the Payment of Wages 
(Seamen) Act had become an accomplished fact. Mr. Thomas Burt, M.P., 
the Labour member for Morpeth, had for four successive sessions intro- 
duced his Bill on the subject. As soon as Parliament met he gave notice 
of it for the fifth time. 

Entee Me. ChambeeiiAin, 

Mr. Burt's Bill was most important and interesting, as it was the 
first Labour question which the Eight Hon. Joseph Chamberlain took in 
hand. This statesman was returned to Parliament in June, 1876. His 
progress was such that in three and a-half years he was President of the 
Board of Trade with a seat in the Cabinet. He took up the principles 
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of Mri Burt's Bill, which abolished advance notes ; provided that some 
portion of a seaman's wages should be paid to his relatives or banked 
to his credit ; it forbade shipowners keeping wages more than two days 
after the arrival of men in port, and in many ways improved the seaman's 
labour conditions. It was not an Act so advanced as the Trade Union 
Bill, but it was a distinct gain. 

In discussing the Committee's report, Mr. F. W. Evans, of the Eailway 
Servants Society, claimed that employers' liability was first introduced at a 
Eailway Workers' Conference in 1874, and that in the same year Mr. T. 
Brassey, M.P., introduced an Employers' Liability Bill. 

Mr. E. Trow (ironworker), Darlington, in dealing with the Com- 
mittee's work, conveyed the impression that funds had been received from 
rich gentlemen, to which the Secretary answered by stating that scores of 
cheques had been received and returned with the answer, " No ; the 
Labour Congress is self-supporting, and its Committee receive no outside 
help." 

The report was unanimously adopted. 

The Auditors, Messrs. J. Smyth and Neil McLean, reported that the 
total income was £823 16s. 6d. ; expenditure, £663 Os. lid. ; balance, 
£160 15s. 7d. This was reduced to £136 10s. id., after the expenses of 
Congress had been paid. Delegates 120, representing 105 societies, with 
a membership of 494,222. 

A resolution was adopted on the amendment of the jury laws, Miss 
Jessie Craigen (of the Weavers) protesting against twelve men deciding 
particular cases in which a woman only was concerned. 

There were present at the Congress Dr. Lyons, M.P., Mr. T. P. 
O'Connor, M.P. (then member for Galway), Mr. T. Sexton, M.P., Dr. W. 
V. Hancock, Q.G., who read a paper on the difference in the " Poor Law 
of England and Ireland," and Dr. Ingram, who gave an address on 
" Work and the Workman." The speech was an eloquent defence 
of the regulations of Labour by combination. Dr. Ingram gave his own 
interpretation of Adam Smith's idea of a living wage in the following 
words : " In a normal state of things, wages at a given time should not 
fall below what is necessary to enable a workingman and his family to 
live in a manner, the most economical, but consistent with what the 
contemporary local civilisation recognises as indispensable for physical 
and mental health." He contended that the hours of work should be 
reasonable, and quoted an Irish poet : — 

Leisure to live, leisure to love, 
Leisure to taste their freedom. 

Mr. J. Burnett dealt with the nine hours' question. In the dis- 
cussion, Mr. J. P. Nannetti, the Irish Labour member, who has repre- 
sented College Green in Parliament since 1900, took part. More factory 
and workshops' inspection and special rules for dangerous trades were 
advocated. 

Mr. W. J. Davis moved that the Parliamentary Committee should renew 
its efforts to induce the Government to introduce a Bill which should 
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secure to the ingenious but poor man the protection and benefit of his own 
inventions. He said the Government professed to represent the people. 
It was all very well for Mr. Chamberlain to say he had a "Bill in 
a box," but they wanted it in the House, and as soon as possible on 
the Statute Books. The late Government had tinkered with it, and 
proposed that it should cost a working man £50 to protect ingenuity. 
They had laughed it out of existence. Then why should the present 
Cabinet hesitate ? Patent Law reform was of great importance to the 
country. Mr. Anderson's Bill, backed by their own Secretary, was a step 
in the right direction, but the whole subject should be taken up by the » 
Board of Trade. The resolution was adopted. 

A paper on the Irish Land Laws was read by Mr. T. P. Nannetti, 
and resolutions on the abolition of imprisonment for debt and the direct 
representation of Labour in Parliament were unanimously decided upon. 

For the first time in the history of Congress there was no change in 
the composition of the Parliamentary Committee. 

The assimilation of the borough and county franchise and the 
extension of polling hours were strongly advocated. 

The Secretary announced that Mr. W. Crawford had been appointed 
Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee. 

After the adoption of a resolution on the establishment of coroners' 
inquests for Scotland, a protest by a Dublin delegate against local 
dues on imported wood, and a few minor subjeots'had been dealt with, 
the Congress proceeded to votes of thanks. 

After singing " AuldLang Syne," some made for the South by North 
Wall, and others via Belfast for the North. 
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Second London Congress — 1881. 

Appointment op Workmen Inspectobs of Factoeibs. 

On the 8th of January, following the Dublin Congress, forty-six 
delegates, including the Parliamentary Committee, waited upon Sir "William 
Harcourt, the Home Secretary, to urge the appointment of practical 
workmen inspectors. The application took the form of a memorial, 
which was presented by the Secretary, and supported by Messrs. J. 
Mawdsley, A. W. Bailey, and W. J. Davis (the first Trade Union 
Secretary who had been elected to a Town Council). Mr. Alexander 
Macdonald, M.P., and Mr. Thomas Burt, M.P., were also present at the 
interview. 

The reply of Sir William Harcourt was so favourable that before the 
next Congress met in London, Mr. J. D. Prior was appointed H.M. 
Inspector of Factories. 

FiBST Undeestanding with the Nationalists. 

On Jatiuary 7th, 1881, the Parliamentary Committee forwarded to the 
Premier, the Eight Hon. W. E. Gladstone, a letter on the condition of 
Ireland. The inequalities of Irish law were then exposed by the Irish 
Party, and its obstruction, which originated in the Parliament dissolved 
in 1874, was making headway, and which, but for the Phoenix Park 
tragedies in 1882, might have brought Home Eule for Ireland even before 
the great Liberal split of 1885. 

In the letter referred to hopes were expressed that legislation would 
be directed towards an improvement in the peasant proprietorship of that 
unhappy country. It called attention to the manner in which bad laws 
had destroyed the interest of the peasantry in the soil, and forced them 
into exile. On the following day the Prime Minister sent a letter, in 
which he said: "I hope to be able to propose eflfective remedies for 
the evils which now exist." The Irish Party, which at this time was 
considered a nuisance, gratefully acknowledged the help of the Committee 
and the cordiality with which it had been given. From then until now 
the Irish and Labour parties have worked, suffered, and succeeded 
together. 

Eetuening Officees' Chaegbb in Paeliambntaet Elections. 

In the following month (May) Mr. H. Broadhurat, M.P., on behalf 
of the Parliamentary Committee, gave notice in the House of Commons 
to move an amendment to the Government Ballot Bill, so that returning 
officers' expenses should be a charge on the public funds, but as the Bill 
did not reach the second reading stage it could not be discussed. 

The 14th Annual Congress met in St. Andrew's Hall, Newman 
Street, London, on September 12th, 1881. 
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Unity op Laboub Foecbs. 

Mr. WilliarQ Crawford made a powerful appeal for the unity of the 
workers, and dwelt upon the necessity of organised Labour using its forces 
to obtain political rights. This had been the advice of their veteran chief, 
George Odger, when living, who said : "Its necessity had become increas- 
ingly manifest, as in the progress of the world its industry was becoming 
the first and principal concern. The working people formed its foundation 
and gave it power of growth ; happiness depended on its wise regulation, 
and they were bound to understand and endeavour to influence the 
settlement of every question that could be regarded as a Labour question. 
He had no hesitation in saying that the power of the working classes in 
all trade societies should be organised with the view of influencing 
Parliament." 

Mr. Edward Coulson (Bricklayers) was elected President ; Messrs. 
W. J. Davis, Vice-President ; and J. Burnett, Treasurer. Standing Orders : 
Messrs. J. Battersby, C. J. Drummond, B. Pickard, P. Shorrocks, and 
T. Smith, 

On the motion of Mr. John Burnett, it was unanimously resolved to 
forward a message to the American Minister expressing horror and 
detestation at the attempt to assassinate President Garfield, and convey- 
ing fervent hopes for his recovery. President Garfield, however, only 
survived two days after the Congress dispersed. 

The business of Congress commenced, it was resolved that the orders 
of the day be printed, since which this has always been done. The 
Secretary presented the report of the Parliamentary Committee, and its 
consideration was left over until the President had addressed the delegates. 

Peoteotion. 

The President, one of the old school of Trade Unionists, delivered a 
short and matter-of-fact speech, in which he said : "We are not violent 
revolutionists expecting an immediate cure, or wishing to have everything 
arranged and provided by a paternal Government, but we are prepared to 
demand that no obstacles shall be placed by Parliament or the ruling 
classes in the way of our complete industrial independence. We have 
not a fair field, neither have we favour." Dealing next with counter- 
vailing duties in the interest of sugar refineries, he said : " We are not 
willing to tolerate any reversion to the old nonsense of Protection," 
This declaration was received with loud and prolonged cheering. After 
advocating land law reform, and denouncing the war cries of the period, 
the President counselled the delegates to steer clear of both political 
parties. 

The report of the Parliamentary Committee, after a very short 
discussion, was adopted. 

The first question considered was the Employers' Liability Act. 
The permissive character of the Act was denounced. It was proved that 
hundreds of thousands of workers were forced to contract themselves out 
of the benefits of the Act by railway and other rich companies. It was 
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unanimously resolved, on the motion of Mr. George Shipton, that the 
Bill promoted and backed by Messrs. Macdonald, Burt, Broadhurst, and 
O'Connor Power, be again introduced in Parliament. 

Delegates' Bona Fides. 

It was resolved by a large majority : " That, in the opinion of this 
Congress, no one should be eligible as a delegate to Congress whose 
expenses are paid by private individuals, or by any institution not bond 
fide Trade Unions or Trades Councils." It will presently be seen why 
this alteration in the Standing Orders was necessary both for the 
dignity and genuinely representative character of the Workers' Parliament. 

The next question was the reform of the magistracy. Complaints 
loud and deep were made against the cruel sentences which had been 
passed by many magistrates, appointed for political reasons, and vrho 
had no qualification other than party fidelity. Mr. George Sedgwick 
(of the Boot Eiveters) urged the necessity of the removal of clergymen 
from the bench, as they were the most unjust, oppressive, uncharitable, 
and malignant administrators of the law. 

Miss Jessie Craigen declared, flagrant as were the Courts of England, 
they were a hundred times more flagrant in Ireland. 

Mr. W. Paterson submitted that the Courts were still worse in 
Scotland, as there was no appeal against the decisions of the Baillies. 
"We," said he, "are ruled with a rod of iron, and stand in jeopardy 
every hour." 

The resolution was adopted. 

Expulsion of Delegates. 

In order to advocate and influence Congress in favour of counter- 
vailing duties in the sugar trade, it had been discovered that six or seven 
delegates, while nominally representing Trade Unions or Trades Councils, 
were in the pay of the Protectionists. It appeared, at the time, that any 
amount of money could be had for this purpose. In various parts of 
England men were found willing to accept their expenses from this source, 
and though they were well paid, and planned their tactics with consider- 
able cunning, the Congress exposed the trick. The Eight Hon. Joseph 
Chamberlain, the President of the Board of Trade, received a deputation 
of workingmen at Birmingham, and succeeded in convincing them that a 
" countervailing duty," if imposed, would mean the thin end of Protection, 
and be a great danger to the Free Trade principle which had done so 
much for the commerce of Britain. He feared that if America were to 
adopt Free Trade it would be a bad thing for this country, as tariffs made 
everything so dear in a Protected nation that Free Trade gained by it. 

The Tory Party supported the agitation, and it looked as though the 
question would divide the workers. 

The discussion in Congress was exciting, not so much on the proposal 
as the means by which its advocates had come there. 

The scene commenced on a report from the Standing Orders Com- 
mittee recommending the non-acceptance of five credentials. 
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The discussion which ensued on their report will be ever memorable, 
as the result purged the Congress of men who were delegates not so 
much to represent Labour as to grind an axe of their own, and for 
which they were well paid by associations of faddists. 

Mr. A. Simmons, of Maidstone, led off by proposing the adoption of 
the Standing Orders recommendation to cancel the credentials of the five 
bogus delegates who were named. This was seconded by Mr. J. Wilson, 
of the Durham Miners. Mr. J. T. Harlow, of the Birmingham Trades 
Council, but whose expenses had not been paid by that body, attempted 
to justify paying them himself. The Congress would not have this, and 
the adoption of the report was carried without dissent. 

The discredited delegates were then called on to defend their position 
individually, and to show cause why they should not be ejected. The 
more they explained the more Congress became convinced that there was 
full justification for taking drastic measures to safeguard the purity of 
representation. 

Mr. S. Peters, representing a Trade and Provident Society with fifty 
members only, was the first to attempt to defend himself. He made a 
muddle of it, and was ejected. The same fate befel Messrs. S. W. 
Maddocks, J. T. Harlow (Birmingham Trades Council), E. Moore 
(Swansea Pilots), W. P. Lind (Seamen), and T. C. Parish (Brushmakers). 

In support of this drastic measure, Mr. Henry Broadhurst, M.P., 
said" the proceedings were painful, but he preferred they should be gone 
through once and for all than that they should dally with principle and 
allow themselves to be made the laughing stock and the tool of other 
interests. He had no personal feeling in the matter; principles were 
better than persons — principles would live when they were gone ; but let 
them be handed down to their successors pure and undefiled. If they sat 
there fifty only, they should be true, unpledged, uninfluenced, unpaid, or 
cajoled by anything other than that they were there to represent." 

Mr. W. J. Davis said he should have preferred not to have spoken, 
as Mr. S. W. Maddocks was his president, but, being challenged by Mr. 
T. M. Kelly to defend a comrade, he was bound to protest against the 
violation of. the representative principle. He knew the effort was to pack 
the Congress with delegates paid to advocate certain opinions, and who 
were not there to further the principles of Trade Unionism, or to con- 
sider questions in the true interest of the workers. 

Mr. Peter Shorrocks said they could not discover Mr. J. Tyndall, 
who represented the Dundee Trades Council of fifteen members. He 
wanted to know how fifteen members could afford to pay railway fares 
from Dundee to London and back, loss of time, and the expenses of a 
delegate to Congress ; at which Mr. James Tyndall rose, and said there 
were sixteen members of the Council, representing 1,400 Trade Unionists, 
and that the whole of his expenses were paid by that body. 

Mr. D. M. Walker (Dundee) sprang to his feet, and said that Mr. 
McLean, of the sugar interest at Greenock, had invited Messrs. J. Tyndall 
and T. M. Kelly to a sugar bounty conference in London, and that 50s. 
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had been given by the National Bounty Society. He (Mr. Walker) was 
surprised to find Mr. Tyndall there representing the Trades Council. 

A resolution was then carried that the six delegates must retire. 

It has been necessary to give details of this scene, as the regulation 
then laid down for the direct representative principle is historic, and not 
until the " parting of the ways " at Cardiff in 1895 was it surpassed in 
importance. 

After this the delegates proceeded to the Crystal Palace, where they 
were entertained at a banquet by the London Qnited Labour Trades 
Council. Later in the evening a display of fireworks by Messrs. Brock 
was provided. 

The next day the Auditors reported the income of Congress as 
£837 3s. 4d., and the expenditure £623 17s. 3d. The balance, after 
Congress expenses were paid, was, however, reduced to £170 12s. ijd. 

Congress, resuming, dealt with amendments to the Factories and 
Workshops Act, Patent Law Eeform, Abolition of Imprisonment for 
Debt, and Co-operation. 

Messrs. W. Crawford and J. Toyn (both of the Miners) moved an 
instruction that the Parliamentary Committee should give every 
encouragement to bond fide Labour candidates. 

This was unanimously adopted. 

EaiiiWay Wobkees' Nine Hours Movement. 

Mr. ¥. W. Evans, representing the English Eailway Servants' 
Society, moved, and Mr. J. Hope (Scottish Eailway Workers) seconded, 
a resolution of support to their efforts in obtaining the nine hours 
system, so as to improve the "social position of the railway servants," 
which, it was contended, would be to their safety and that of the travelling 
public. The resolution was carried unanimously. 

There was much more competition for a seat on the Parliamentary 
Committee than usual. 

The following were elected : Messrs. A. W. Bailey, T. Birtwistle, J. 
Burnett, W. Crawford, W. J. Davis, J. Inglis, E. Benight, W. Paterson, 
G. Shipton, and H. Blatter. 

[The veteran John Inglis, for so many years general secretary of the 
Associated Blacksmiths of Scotland, died as recently as January 8th, 
1910, in his 76th year. Old " Jock " was a man of considerable common- 
sense, a genial character, and hisdry humour in social parties was much 
appreciated. By his death the Labour movement has lost a strong 
individualist of the old and faithful school.] 

The election of the Parliamentary Committee over, it was announced 
that Mr. T. Birtwistle had been elected ChairEaan. 

Mr. J. Murchie, the newly-appointed general secretary of the 
Carpenters and Joiners in place of Mr. J. D. Prior, who, it has already 
been stated, had been appointed the first workman factory inspector, 
moved that the next Congress be held at Manchester, which was 
agreed to. 
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The "Pbculiab People." 

Mr. J. D. Prior was the president of the Society of Trade Union 
Officials (commonly called the Peculiar People). Its chief object was to 
protect an official who was unjustly dealt with by the members of his 
society in consequence of using his influence to prevent strikes when a 
large minority was clamouring for extreme action. Its influence was 
exercised to advantage, not by interference with the rights of members, 
but to show there were times when it was more prudent to accept the 
principles of conciliation and arbitration rather than to injure both Capital 
and Labour by stoppages. It was in the main a convivial society. One of 
its peculiarities was to hold frequent so-called annual meetings. Its head- 
quarters were at Manchester, and when it was known that a general 
secretary of a Trade Union was to be there on business an annual 
meeting at the " Cathedral " was arranged. Also at each Congress for years 
an annual meeting was held. At all these there were speeches, songs, 
and recitations. The members often dined together, as whenever there 
was 5s. in the funds, and a member to make, a "spread" was arranged. 
There was no contribution to be paid, but an entrance fee of 2s. 6d. was 
exacted. All members, except the president, were vice-presidents, and on 
the initiation of a new member he was at once declared to be the 
" junior vice-president." Although the society had then only been in 
existence a few years, Mr. J. D. Prior, before he resigned, presided at its 
49th annual meeting. 

Expulsion of Bbadlaugh pbom Paeliament. 

The Congress protested against the expulsion of Mr. Charles 
Bradlaugh from the House of Commons in consequence of the decision 
of the Court of Appeal declaring he had no right to affirm. The resolu- 
tion was moved on broad lines by Mr. J. Jenkins, of the Bakers, and 
declared that the House of Commons should protect constituencies in 
their choice of candidates, irrespective of any opinions they might have 
on non-political matters. 

A resolution was adopted to support Earl Stanhope's " Shop Hours 
Eegulation Bill." 

Eesolutions in support of " Eair Trade " were ruled out of order. 

Another resolution condemned the cotton " corner" then existing in 
Liverpool. 

Eeobption at a?HE Mansion House. 

On the Wednesday Lord Mayor Sir W. McArthur entertained the 
delegates and their wives in the Historic Mansion of Hospitality. Every- 
thing was of a sumptuous character, as the Lord Mayor of London gave 
orders that there should be no difference in any particular between his 
receptions to the eUte of society, and the Trade Union Congress. 

The delegates were equal to the occasion, and contributed to the 
merriment of the evening with songs, recitations, and anecdotes. 
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The Lord Mayor, in response to an expression of thanks, defended the 
necessity of combination, and maintained that organisation of the workers 
brought about well-ordered society, and when wisely directed was an 
asset to the commercial well-being of the nation. 

Inteenational Congeess. 

The closing scenes of Congress were as calm as its opening was 
stormy. The Parliamentary Committee was instructed, on the motion of 
Mr. A. Weller, to take steps to be represented at the International Con- 
gress at Zurich. 

Mr. W. J. Davis asked the delegates to support the newspaper. The 
Labour Standard, which was ably edited by Mr. George Shipton. With 
this and votes of thanks, " Aula Lang Syne," and then away to " hearth 
and home." 

Attack upon Me. H. Beoadhuest. 

As soon as the delegates had dispersed there commenced a most 
unjust, vindictive, and malicious attack on Mr. Henry Broadhurst, M.P. 
He was held personally responsible for the ejection of the sugar bounty 
delegates. 

Messrs. Peters, Kelly, and Kenny, headed by Captain Bedford 
Pirn, E.N., swore vengeance, and openly declared that the "Fair 
Tradeijs " would harass and worry the life out of him. 

The Parliamentary Committee, thei:efore, at its first meeting on 
October 8th, 1881, issued an exhaustive examination of the reasons for 
the action of Congress, and why it was compelled to take the drastic 
measures it did to purge itself of the hollow mockery of representation. 

The report stated : " Since the consolidation of your annual Labour 
Parliament we have jealously guarded against the intrusion of political 
and other adventurers. Your Committee has repeatedly refused to 
accept donations from private sources. Every mite which reaches your 
treasury comes through properly qualified working-class channels. This 
rule is insisted on to guard against the possible event of some rich 
person giving a large sum of money in order to gain any infiuence to 
be applied to support some object not connected with our interest." 
This and other logical conclusions of the report in no way checked the 
vehemence of the paid-for attack planned to ruin men of integrity, 
especially aimed at the valiant and indefatigable Secretary of the 
Parliamentary Committee. How ignominously it failed will be seen by 
the doings at the Manchester Congress. 

Death of Alexandee Macdonald, M.P. 

The Slat day of October, 1881, saw the last of this famous Labour 
leader. His remains were interred at Well Hall, Scotland. The miners 
of Britain erected a statue to his honour, which was placed outside the 
Miners' Hall at Durham. 

As Odger was the originator and the orator of political Trade Union 
activities, Macdonald may be fairly regarded as the first statesman of 
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organised legislative effort. His speeches, if at times rather dogmatic, 
were based on deep-rooted convictions, and seldom made until after a 
careful analysis of his subject. His three great questions were 
employers' liability for accidents, the abolition of all truck, and the 
adoption of safeguards in mines so as to reduce to a minimum the 
dangers miners were exposed to in their hazardous work. From the 
passing of the Metalliferous Mines Act in 1872 to the day of his death 
he never tired of appealing for more legislative protection for the colliers. 
The enlarged Metalliferous Mines Act, 1882, although passed after his 
death, was the outcome of his direct advocacy, ably assisted as he 
always was by his friend Mr. Thomas Burt, M.P. 

Macdonald was a trenchant speaker, an able critic, and at times a 
cynic. He once received a circular for financial aid from the Society 
for the Spread of Christian Knowledge. His reply was he had read one of 
their publications, which cautioned the youth against the evil conse- 
quences of combination, and depicted Trade Unionism as a monster to 
be killed by Christian endeavour. Macdonald wrote : " I find on 
examination that your society does not impart Christian knowledge, but 
teaches the young to prejudice the poor, and influences their minds to 
evil and malice." Students of the history of the Labour movement will 
find that Macdonald was a stalwart long before the Junta, the forerunner 
of the Congress. He was the author of a handy book on " The Law 
Eelative to Masters and Servants, 1868," another on the " Coal Mines 
Eegulation Act, 1872," the pioneer of the Miners' National Union, and 
a chief in the counsels at the head of the Labour movements of his time. 

Factoey Inspection. 
On June 16th, 1882, a deputation of sixty delegates, representing the 
principal Trade Unions, waited on the Home Secretary, Sir William V. 
Harcourt, to present two memorials. One dealt with the inadequacy of 
factory inspectors and inspection, and the other with the evil consequences 
of over-sizing cotton goods. The answers to both questions were 
favourable. 
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Second Manchester Congress — 1882. 

The fifteenth Congress met at the Co-operative Hall, Manchester, on 
September 18th, 1882. Mr. Thomas Birtwistle briefly opened the pro- 
ceedings. Mr. Eobert Austin (engineer) was elected President, Mr. G. D. 
Kelley, Secretary, and Mr. John Burnett, Treasurer. Standing Orders 
Committee: Messrs. B. Pickard, H. E. King, J. Murchie, C. J. Drummond, 
and J. Battersby. 

Mr. George Shipton moved a resolution vyishing good health and long 
life to Daniel Guile in his honoured retirement from the secretaryship of 
the Ironfounders' Society. 

Mr. H. Broadhurst, M.P., presented the report of the Parliamentary 
Committee, which the delegates decided to discuss after the President's 
address. 

Mr. Thomas Burt, M.P., wrote regretting that, owing to the serious 
iUness of his father, he could not attend Congress. 

The President dealt with the unsatisfactory and permissive character 
of the Employers' Liability Act, the need of more factory inspectors and 
the payment of members of Parliament, the better inspection of boilers, 
and the amendment of the Patents Act. 

Mr. Michael Davitt, the famous Irish land reformer, visited Congress 
during the week. 

Committee's Programme of Work. 

The Parliamentary Committee reported its efforts to obtain an 
amendment of the Employers' Liability Act, and the passage of the 
Payment of Wages in Public-Houses Preventions Bill. This latter was a 
new subject. Instances were given of workmen spending money in 
public-houses "on tick," and having the "slate" money deducted from 
their earnings late on Saturday nights. One delegate declared that 
manufacturers in the Black Country kept public-houses, and expected 
their workers to spend the greater portion of their wages in drinking 
bad beer, and many said these were the " torturing hours of Saturday 
night." The Bill, the Committee reported, would be again considered 
in the Autumn Session, but had no chance of passing. The Congress 
unanimously approved the Bill. 

The alterations in Standing Orders recommended by the Committee 
were approved. 

Mr. J. Murchie reported there were present 153 delegates, repre- 
senting 126 societies and Trades Councils, with a membership of 509,307. 
He also stated that the credential of Mr. W. E. Cremer was unsatis- 
factory, and that he had elected to retire from the Congress. 

Mr. W. J. Davis, in moving a resolution on patent law reform, said 
he was glad to be able to congratulate Congress that there were at 
last good hopes of a reform by which a poor inventor could, on the 
payment of a nominal sum, provisionally protect his ingenuity ; and, while 
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he strongly disapproved the Government delay, he knew that a determined 
effort would be made in the next session of Parliament to settle the 
question. 

Mr. J. Toyn moved that mines should be more frequently inspected 
so as to reduce the number of fatal accidents. The resolution was 
supported by the Miners' delegates, Mr. E. Knight, of the Boiler Makers, 
and Mrs. Fanny Paul, who depicted the sad havoc made in the homes of 
the miners by the terrible mining catastrophes, which, she contended, were 
largely preventable. 

Mr. Thomas Burt, M.P., in consequence of the lamentable death of 
Mr. Alexander Macdonald, was entrusted to take charge of the Bill to 
amend the Employers' Liability Act. 

Labour Eepbesbntation. 

Mr, George Shipton, in speaking to a resolution on Labour repre- 
sentation in Parliament, said : " It is desirable that workingmen should 
be admitted to the House of Commons, because no other class can 
speak with such authority on Labour questions." He quoted words of 
support by the Eight Hon. W. B. Gladstone, and contended that it would 
be wiser for the workers themselves to subscribe the cost of elections 
instead of " direct Labour candidates having to depend on money sub- 
scribed by wealthy men." After an interesting discussion on two amend- 
ments, the following was carried by 63 to 48 votes : — 

" That, in the opinion of this Congress, a larger measure of direct 
representation of Labour in Parliament is desirable in the interests 
of the working classes, and that the time has arrived when this 
question should pass from the region of abstract discussion to the 
domain of practical Labour politics, and for the support of such 
representatives when in Parliament by the State." 

CONGBESS ANB THE ATTACK ON Me. H. BeOADHUEST. 

The Congress then proceeded to deal with the scurrilous attack made 
on the Secretary of the Parliamentary Committee by Messrs. Peters, Kelly, 
and Kenny. These men not only attributed the worst of motives to 
Mr. Broadhurst, but attempted to vilify the characters of Messrs. Geo. 
Howell and Geo. Shipton. 

Mr. J. Burnett explained the nature of the shameful allegations. 
Meetings had been called in London, where it was stated funds subscribed 
for the Agricultural Labourers and the Gas Stokers had been misapplied, 
and that Mr. Broadhurst had assisted capital to defeat 30,000 potters 
while on strike. Many other wild statements were made without the 
production of a tittle of evidence in support of the charges. 

Mr. Broadhurst manfully defended himself and his colleagues to the 
full and unanimous satisfaction of the Congress. 

Mr. G. D. Kelley said the London Congress was the first he had 
attended, since which he had received from Kenny a letter and circulars 
of a scurrilous and defamatory character against Mr. Broadhurst and 
Mr. Howell. 
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Mr. J. Battersby moved, and Mr. B. Pickard seconded, the following 

resolution, which was carried by acclamation : — 

" That this Congress is of opinion that the attacks made from 
time to time upon the Secretary of the Parliamentary Committee and 
other Trade Union officials by Peters, Kelly, and Kenny are cowardly, 
false, and slanderous, and that the parties guilty of these attempts 
at moral assassination deserve the strongest condemnation by the 
workingmen of the country, and their exclusion from this Congress 
is, therefore, justifiable and necessary on the grounds alike of 
morality and prudence." 
The balance sheet of the Gas Workers' Fund, signed by the Auditors, 

was circulated, which proved that all had been honestly performed. 

Aftpr this we heard but little of these character traducers. They 

themselves had "put in every hand a whip to lash the rascals naked 

through the world." 

Land Law Eefoem. 

The next subject dealt with was Land Law Eeform. The resolution 
regretted that the Eoyal Commission had not recommended " substantial 
reform." Mr. H, W. Eowland, of the Cab Drivers, moved as an amend- 
ment : " That no reform will be complete short of nationalisation of the 
land." This was carried by 71 to 31. 

The election of the Parliamentary Committee resulted as follows : — 
Messrs. A. W. Bailey, T. Birtwistle, J. Burnett, W. Crawford, W. J. 
Davis, J. Inglis, E. Knight, J. Mawdsley (Cotton Spinners), W. Paterson, 
and H. Slatter. The defeat of Mr. George Shipton was caused by the 
Textile Workers claiming two seats on the ground that weaving and 
spinning were separate industries. 

The total income for the year was £959 7s. lljd. ; expenditure, 
£767 14s. 7id. ; balance, £191 13s. 4d. 

It was decided that the next Congress should be held at Nottingham. 

Eesolutions in favour of county franchise and that the municipal 
franchise in Ireland should be assimilated to the Parliamentary, after 
an amendment in favour of manhood suffrage had been defeated, were 
both approved. A resolution advocating that the polls should be open 
from 8 to 8 was unanimously adopted. 

PooE Law Eepobm. 

Mr. A. Simmons moved a resolution declaring the Poor Laws to be 
■oppressive, their administration excessive, and that their reform was 
urgent in the interests of the community. 

Miss Wilkinson, in seconding the resolution, remarked that one of 
the reforms wanted was a lower franchise for Poor Law Guardians, so 
"that workingmen might obtain representation on the Boards. The 
resolution was approved. 

The President announced that the newly-elected Parliamentary 
Committee had met, and had appointed Mr. John Inglis, Chairman, 
Mr. W. J. Davis, Vioe-Chairman, and Mr. J. Burnett, Treasurer. 
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The Congress adopted resolutions against underground bakehouses, 
in favour of an amendment of the Public Health Act, so as to isolate 
persons in whose house infectious diseases existed, and to enforce 
notification. 

A resolution in favour of Trades Federation was opposed by the- 
Textile Workers so strongly that it was withdrawn. 

On Wednesday of Congress week the local trades gave a banquet to 
the delegates at the Belle Vue Gardens, where there was a display of 
fireworks at night. 

Ben Brierley, the Lancashire poet, responded to the toast of the 
visitors. 

On the last day, Mr. T. Ashton gave notice to move that no member 
of the Parliamentary Committee should be allowed to hold of&ce for a 
longer period than two consecutive years. 

After this the customary votes of thanks came on, " Auld Lang 
Syne" was sung, and the delegates then had nothing to do but bid 
adieu. 

As soon as possible after the Manchester Congress the Parliamentary 
Committee commenced its activities, 

Mr. W. J. Davis had been offered and had accepted the position of 
H.M. inspector of factories, and, as a consequence, resigned. The 
Committee at its first meeting on February 13th, 1883, therefore wired to 
Mr. G-. D. Kelley (Lithographers) to attend and make the front bench 
complete. 

Legislation foe Chain MAkees. 

Mr. Eichard Juggins, with his friends from the Black Country, 
attended before the Parliamentary Committee, and made out a good case 
for sympathy and support to improve the position of the chain makers. 
The Committee reported, " We have no hesitation in saying that the 
condition of things described is a disgrace to the nation, and that the 
statement of the ' half nude women engaged in the work in company with, 
men in the same state of undress ' is supported by the evidence given 
before the Eoyal Commission of 1875." 

Notice was at once given of a Bill to prevent girls under fourteen 
years of age working at forges. The Second Reading was taken on the 
6th of May. One would have thought that members of both political 
parties, who had all declared at the hustings how devoted they 
were to the welfare of the people, would have " rushed " to vote for the 
Bill. Instead of this, the vested interests, both Liberal and Tory, were 
represented by 124 members who voted against, and only 44 members 
could be found to vote for decency and humanity. The majority paraded 
their good intentions, and declared that they did not want to deprive 
thousands of young people of the means of earning a living. On the 
report stage at the next Congress a delegate said he had heard that "Hell 
is full of good meanings and wishings." 
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Steam Engines and Boilees (Peesons in Ohabgb). 

The next Bill was one asking that persons in charge of steam engines 
and boilers should be certified as to competency, but this was not reached 
in the House of Commons. 

Other questions considered were employers' liability, the extension 
of the franchise, Labour representation, and one advocating that returning 
officers' charges should be paid out of local rates. Special attention was 
given to the reform of the land laws, and the Parliamentary Committee 
declared that a well-considered measure of land law reform and land 
nationalisation, as supported by the last Congress, " should be put forward 
by the Committee."* 

The Parliamentary Committee reported on the 26th of July that it had 
induced the Government " to extend to small debtors some of the 
provisions of the bankruptcy law which large debtors have for many 
years enjoyed," but, added the Committee, " the concession is likely to 
be deprived of its value by an agitation to alter a clause in the interest of 
creditors." It appealed to the organised trades to meet and pass resolu- 
tions for the poor to have the same protection as the rich, and also to 
write to their local members of Parliament, and to the Bight Hon. Joseph 
Chamberlain asking him to " stand firm to sub-section i of clause 122." 

Household Effects and Bankbuptct. 

In Committee, the Secretary, Mr. Henry Broadhurst, succeeded in 
passing an amendment to exempt household effects up to £20 instead 
of £10. He also on the report stage carried an amendment that wages 
in bankruptcy cases could be claimed in full up to £50, or four months' 
wages in place of two, and another that piece work wages, which before 
were not protected, should also be a first charge on the estate. These 
and other advantages have been shared by union and non-union men 
alike. 

* Webb, at page 384 of " Industrial History " (referring to Land Nationalisation), says : 
" When Congress insisted on passing a resolution with which the Parliamentary Gommittee found 
themselves in disagreement it was silently ignored." Probably neither Mr. Sidney Webb nor Mrs. 
Beatrice Webb had access to the full reports of the Committeei but depended on the published 
Congress reports for their information. 
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Second Nottingham Congress — 1883. 

The sixteenth Congress assembled in the Mechanics' Hall, Notting- 
ham, on September 10th, 1883. The proceedings were opened by Mr. 
John Inglis. He referred to the falling of a chimney stack at Bradford, 
and regretted that " in the fatal calamity which was caused to old and 
young by its fall there should be any doubt, any dubiety, as to whether 
the owner of the premises or the tenant was responsible for the injuries 
caused. If legal proceedings had to be taken they would be taken against 
the proprietor and not against the employer," 

Mr. Thomas Smith (lithographic printer) was elected President, 
Mr. C. J. Drummond, Vice-President, Mr. W. H. Leatherhead (Organised 
Trades), Secretary, Mr. J. Burnett, Treasurer. Auditors : Messrs. J. Jack 
and T. Marples. Standing Orders : Messrs. J. Battersby, T. Ashton, J. 
Thornton, B. Pickard, and H. Coote. 

Death op Daniel Guile and othbb Lbadebs. 

The report of the Parliamentary Committee was then read. The 
opening paragraph dealt with the death of Daniel Guile, who expired on 
December 7th, 1882. This veteran Labour leader, born on the 21st of 
October, 1814, was the son of a shoemaker, and at 13 years of age was 
apprenticed to an ironfounder in his native town, Liverpool. Guile joined 
the Ironfounders' Society in 1834, and was appointed in 1863 correspond- 
ing secretary, which position he held until a few months before he died. 
The Ironfounders' Society is one of the oldest Trade Unions, having been 
founded at Bolton on October 9th, 1809. Much has been said of Daniel 
Guile in these recollections, and it can be truthfully recorded that Congress 
never grieved the loss of one of its prominent men more than it did for 
this comrade, who was one of its founders and a staunch advocate for the 
unity of the workers. 

The report also regretted the deaths of Messrs. J. B. Dyer, secretary 
of the Operative Masons ; George Dodson, secretary of the Amalgamated 
Boot and Shoe Makers ; John Whalley and M. Allen, Scottish Masons ; 
and A. A. Walton, of the Stone Masons, who twice contested Stoke-on- 
Trent as a Labour Candidate. 

This was a long list of the departed, and naturally depressed the 
opening proceedings. 

It was decided to discuss business matters after the President had 
delivered his address. 

Gladstone on the Cebation of Wealth. 
The President, in his address, stated that in 1844 a Eoyal Commission 
found that the framework knitters of Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire 
computed their average wages at 4s. 6d. per week, and by Trade Union 
effort they were now earning a moderately fair remuneration. He quoted 
a speech made by Mr. W. B. Gladstone in 1875, who said that during 
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the previous seventy-five years more wealth had been created than in all 
the preceding years from the time of Julius CaBsar. " Truly," said the 
President, " may it be said we have as a nation nearly perfected the 
means of producing wealth, but have yet to learn how it is to be equitably 
distributed." He contended that the twin elements of England's 
greatness was the unity and the better understanding between Capital 
and Labour. 

Business of Congbbss. 

The Parliamentary Committee reported on its work. 

On the motion of Mr. James Swift, seconded by Mr. Alexander Wilkie 
(now M.P. for Dundee), nhe Congress heartily thanked the Committee for 
its labours. 

Mr. T. Ashton moved : " That no member of the Parliamentary 
Committee shall be allowed to hold office for a longer period than two 
years, and shall not be allowed to be again nominated until he has been 
out of office for at least twelve months." 

Mr. John "Wilson (who has since continuously represented Mid- 
Durham in Parliament) carried the negative by 76 to 51. 

Mr. W. A. Coote reported that there were 166 delegates present, 
representing 134 societies and 520,091 Trade Unionists. 

Mr. James Jack submitted the Auditors' report, which showed an 
income, including the balance brought forward, of £1,045 13s. If d. ; 
expenditure, £710 17s. Q^d. ; balance, £384 15s. 4Jd. 

Mr. W. Crawford moved : " That the power to contract out of the 
Employers' Liability Act should be abolished." 

After some discussion, the resolution was passed unanimously ; as 
was also another to extend the Act to seamen on board ship or in harbour. 

Mr. J. Battersby announced that the secretary of the Liberty and 
Property Defence League had heard that some of the delegates were 
desirous of knowing more of the League's principles and aims. The 
Standing Orders Committee had made inquiries, and no one had been 
found who expressed any such view, at which there was laughter and 
applause. 

Mr. Frederic Harrison reviewed the history of Trade Unions from 
1859 to 1883. His address was full of data, worthy of present-day 
study. 

Mr. Henry Crompton followed with a logical argument in favour of 
" Codification of the Criminal Code." 

Eesolutions in favour of certified enginemen, better inspection of 
mines, and a demand for additional inspectors of factories met with 
hearty approval. 

Eefobm op the Land Laws. 

Mr. Joseph Arch moved: " That .considering the large number of 
acres of waste land capable of cultivation, as well as large quantities not 
more than half cultivated, this Congress is of opinion that radical changes 
in our land system are required, so that the land may be cultivated for 
the benefit of the entire community." 
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The resolution was seconded by Mr. Allen Gee (Huddersfield). 

Mr. H. W. Eowland (London) moved an addition : " That this 
Congress reaffirms the opinion it expressed at the last Congress, declaring 
that nothing will be considered complete short of the nationalisation of 
the land." 

Mr. T. Smith (Sunderland) seconded. On this there was a prolonged 
debate, reaching into the next day, when the closure was moved and 
carried by a large majority. The amendment was then put, and was 
defeated by 97 votes to 34. 

The decision was important, as in effect it declared that the Parlia- 
mentary Committee would be compelled to withdraw from its declared 
intention to urge the nationalisation of the land in Parliament. 

Paris Intebnational Congkess. 

On a proposal to send delegates to the International Congress at 
Paris, several resolutions were submitted, and eventually it was decided 
to refer the matter to the Committee, with power to appoint a deputation, 
and urging affiliated societies to do the same. 

Mr. John Wilson moved a comprehensive resolution on the extension 
of the franchise. To this the manhood suffrage amendment was sub- 
mitted, and defeated by a large majority. 

Mr. C. Bloor (Burslem) dealt with the question of Labour represen- 
tation, urging the creation of national and local funds for the support of 
direct Labour representatives in Parliament. 

To this an amendment was submitted and agreed to: "That the 
Parliamentary Committee urge the House of Commons to provide for 
Eetuming Officers' charges being borne by the public and the payment of 
members." 

The Parliamentary Committee was elected as follows: Messrs. J. 
Burnett, W. Crawford, J. Inglis, A. W. Bailey, T. Bktwistle, J. S. 
Murchie (Carpenters), H. Slatter, G. Shipton, E. Knight, and W. H. 
Leatherhead (Nottingham Organised Trades). (Those whose trades are 
given were new members.) 

It was decided by a large majority that the next Congress should 
assemble at Aberdeen. 

The Standing Orders Committee ruled Mr. Charles Freak out of 
order in wanting to move a resolution on the opening of museums on 
Sundays. The grounds of objection were : 1. It would lead to a religious 
discussion. 2. It would not be serviceable to Trade Unionism to raise 
such a question. 

The announcement was received with applause. 

Mr. Stuart Uttley (Sheffield) introduced the question of good quality 
in commercial production. This was a new subject, which eventually 
led up to the Trade Marks Act. 
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Female Laboub in Chainmaking Industbt. 

Mr. Eichard Juggins moved, and Mr. E. Lilly (Birmingham) 
seconded : " That the Parliamentary Committee renew its endeavours 
to pass the Bill excluding female children under 14 years of age from 
forging nails, chains, and bolts made from steel or iron." 

Both Miss "Wilkinson (London) and Mrs. A. Ellis (Batley) opposed 
the resolution on the ground that it should include lads as well as girls. 
Miss Wilkinson said : " If they went on in this way they would not be 
able to eat, drink, or sleep without legislation." She hoped they would 
not pass this resolution, or, if they did, let it read so as to include boys. 

The resolution was, however, approved by a large majority. 

Eesolutions were submitted and adopted on the amendment of the 
Public Health Act, trades federation, and the regulation of the hours of 
labour. 

Peoposed Ebduction of Cotton Woekebs' Wages. 

Mr. J. Davy (tailor) moved : " That the employers of North and 
North-East Lancashire be urged to submit the question of the proposed 
reduction to arbitration." 

This was supported by Messrs. T. Fenton (Blackburn) and W. H. 
Hegginbotham (Hyde), and carried unanimously. 

Mr. T. E. Threlfall (Southport) called attention to foreshore 
" grabbers " at Southport. He claimed the land as public property, and 
a resolution was adopted expressing that opinion. 

Mr. A. Bowman (Belfast) urged Congress to use its Parliamentary 
influence to secure the " insertion of a clause in the Bankruptcy Act 
conceding to small debtors in Ireland the same protection as small debtors 
in England had." 

Mr. Eobert Knight seconded. 

Mr. A. Coote (London) said this was not an Irish grievance, as the 
Irish Members of Parliament had declared in the House of Commons 
that^they did not want this privilege. 

Mr. Bowman retorted that only a few Irish members had opposed, 
and these were those who doubted and questioned " Can there any good 
come out of Nazareth ?" He represented the Trade Unionists of Ireland, 
and had nothing to do with its Members of Parliament. 

The resolution was well carried. 

A resolution protesting against obstruction in the House of Commons 
was met by Mr. A. Clark (Liverpool) moving the " previous " amendment. 

The Parliamentary Committee was instructed to do all it could to 
bring about the reform of the magistracy, the various speakers urging 
that the property qualification should disappear and workmen magistrates 
be appointed. 

CONGEESS SeEMON. 

The Esv. Hamilton Baynes preached the Congress sermon at St. 
Mary's Church, and it is interesting to note that a quarter of a century 
afterwards the same reverend gentleman (as Bishop Hamilton Baynes) 
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gave the Congress sermon in the same church at Nottingham. On this 
occasion his address was unconventional, as it commenced, " Mr. 
Chairman and Gentlemen." 

For the " gay and festive " week at Congress there is no space here. 
The Mayor gave a reception and a soiree at the Castle. Colonel Seeley 
and Mr. S. Morley, M.P., invited the delegates to breakfast at Sherwood 
L6dge, and a drive through the grand scenery of Nottinghamshire was 
long remembered. The local Trade Unionists were just as hospitable, 
and provided a banquet at the Arboretum. 

Congress, resuming on Saturday, did the" slaughter of the innocents," 
and yet after votes of thanks the delegates were loth to depart, and " Auld 
Lang Syne " was never more lustily sung nor was the grip ever tighter at 
"the departure." 
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Aberdeen Congress, 1884. 

Before recording the proceedings of the Congress convened in the 
" Granite City," it will be necessary to follow the principal activities of 
the Parliamentary Committee elected at Nottingham. It appointed, for 
the third time, Mr. A. W. Bailey as its Chairman. 

County Franchise Ebpobm. 

On January 31st, 1884, it formed a large deputation to the Prime 
Minister, the Eight Hon. W. B. Gladstone, on County Franchise Reform. 
The interview took place in the reception-room of the Foreign 0£Bce, as 
the Prime Minister's official residence had no room large enough to 
accommodate the deputation. A memorial was presented asking for an 
extension of the rights of citizenship. The speakers were Messrs. H. 
Broadhurst, M.P., Thomas Burt, M.P., John Wilson, Joseph Arch, and 
Alex. Wilkie. 

The Prime Minister, who was accompanied by his private secretary, 
the Hon. Leveson Gower, acknowledged the importance of the question. 
He said the Government were quite ready to do justice to the dis- 
franchised, and concluded a short but great speech with " Try us by 
the action which, I trust, will shortly give effect to our well-known 
views." 

The pronouncement was so satisfactory that the deputation returned 
to the Westminster Palace Hotel, where it had adopted the memorial 
earlier in the morning, and, on the motion of Mr. Geo. Shipton, Mr. 
Gladstone was heartily thanked for his promise that the' Government 
would endeavour to enfranchise the county populations. 

The conference also considered the weavers' struggle in North-East 
Lancashire, declaring the men and women to be in the right, and expressing 
its readiness to assist in the settlement. 

On the following day a message was received from the Prime 
Minister thanking those who had formed the deputation, stating he could 
not readily forget the remarkable gathering which had assembled at the 
Foreign Office. 

Incbease in Mines Insfectobate. 

The next deputation was on July 2nd, 1884. This was to the Home 
Secretary, Sir William Harcourt, M.P. The memorial presented to the 
Minister urged an increase in the number of mines inspectors, and 
asked for the Home Secretary's support for the motion in the House of 
Commons, of which Mr. Thomas Burt, M.P., had given notice. Sir William 
assured the deputation of his great sympathy with them in the subject, 
and promised to convey their wishes to the Cabinet. After his retirement, 
it was unanimously resolved to forward to the right honourable gentleman 
thanks for his encouraging speech and kind reception. 
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The Parliamentary Committee had in March sent out a stirring appeal 
in support of the Merchant Shipping Bill, which embraced many of the 
suggested reforms put forward by previous Congresses, and which was 
in the hands of the Eight Hon. Joseph Chamberlain. 

In the same appeal there was a call to duty against Lord John 
Manners' amendment, the object of which was to defeat the Beform Bill 
then before the country. 

The Aberdeen Congress commenced on September 8th, 1884, at St. 
Catherine Hall. On opening the proceedings, Mr. A. W. Bailey, the 
Chairman, referred to the refusal by their Secretary, Mr. Henry Broad- 
hursf, M.F., to accept a Government situation commencing at £500 per 
year. The announcement was received with applause. 

Mr. Bailey also referred to a testimonial which was being promoted 
to Mr. Broadhurst. He trusted it would show how well " they respected 
those who worked honestly for them." 

Mr. J. C. Thompson (ironmoulder) was elected President, Mr. 
James Swift (steam engine maker) Vice-President. Standing Orders 
Committee : Messrs. J. Battersby (Glasgow), C. J. Drummond (London), 
J. Davy (Newcastle), B. Pickard (Barnsley), A. Wilkie (Glasgow). 

The report of the Parliamentary Committee was then read. The 
President warmly welcomed the delegates, and quoted a Jacobite song : — 
Lang, lang we looked frae year to year, 
While gleams o' hope our hearts wad cheer, 
That some kind breeze wad blaw ya here, 
Our ain, our loyal brethren. 

The address dealt with the dignity of Labour, urged the workers to 
better unity, and strongly supported an increase of Labour members in 
Parliament. 

On the perilous position of the County Franchise Bill, he declared : 
'• Whether the Bill we have fixed our love on be hung up or suspended, we 
will again declare that come it will for a' that ? " 

The Congress sermon was preached on the Sunday evening by the 
Eev. J. Macdonald. 

The Parliamentary Committee's report dealt with Employers' 
Liability for Accidents, Enginemen's Certificate Bill (which Mr. John 
Morley, M.P., had introduced), and Canal Boats Amendment Act (which 
Mr. Thomas Burt, M.P., had so well and successfully piloted through all 
its stages). 

Summary Jueisdiction. 

The Committee reported that Mr. W. Crawford, having brought to 
their notice that 1,126 workmen had to take out separate summonses 
against one employer for the recovery of wages, the plaint being the same 
in each case, at their instigation the Lord Chancellor and the Solicitor- 
General had agreed to issue a new rule under which only one summons 
would be required. 

The report of the Commission appointed to inquire into the effects upon 
the health of the weavers of the oversizing of cotton yarns was dealt with. 
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Congress was congratulated upon the fact that Sir Henry James had 
succeeded in getting his Municipal Elections Bill passed, which removed 
the property qualification, and that the Right Hon. Sir Charles Dilke's 
Act had extended the hours of polling from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. in all 
elections. 

Sir John Lubbock, backed by Lord Randolph Churchill and Mr. 
Thomas Burt, had introduced a Bill to extend the Factory Acts to shops, 
but this, the Committee reported, had not been reached. 

Congress and the Fiest Intebnationad Congbbss. 

The first International Congress met at Paris in October, 1883. 
Messrs. A. W. Bailey, J. Burnett, and H. Broadhurst were the delegates 
appointed by the Parliamentary Committee. In commenting on their 
report, the full Committee found there was too much talk on revolutionary 
principles, and too little on practical questions, for the Congress to be of 
service to the workers. On the other hand, it was reported that by 
Trade Union effort the Australasian Colonies were making great progress. 
The report, after a short discussion, was unanimously approved. 

Mr. Joseph Arch proposed a resolution condemning the House of 
Lords for rejecting the Franchise Bill. A long debate ensued, and various 
amendments were submitted to more strongly condemn the Lords, but 
the Congress was satisfied that a dignified protest would have greater 
weight than strong language. 

The Suffragette Movement. 

What might be termed the first suffragette then took part in the 
discussion — Miss J. G. Wilkinson — who said the Premier had stated that 
when women enfranchisement was made a popular question he would 
consider it. She appealed to them as brothers to remember this, and 
that women would yet contend for " her life's set prize." 

The Standing Orders Committee reported there were 142 delegates 
present, representing 126 societies, with a membership of 598,033, an 
increase of 126,885 on the previous Congress representation. 

Mr. Thos. Ashton (Oldham) presented the Auditors' report. In- 
cluding the balance brought forward, there was an income of 
£1,111 19s. 8d. ; expenditure, £929 Is. ; leaving in the hands of the 
Treasurer £182 18s. 8d. 

Enter Mb. Sam Woods. 

Although Mr. Woods represented the Lancashire Miners at Notting- 
ham, he took no part in the discussions. 

At this Congress he moved a resolution of regret that Parliament 
had not consented to the Bill in charge of Messrs. T. Burt and H. 
Broadhurst on an extension of employers' liability. The Congress was 
struck by his modesty, and the evident care he had taken to obtain 
facts to show the injustice of workmen being compelled to contract 



105 

out of the benefits of a law which was of such great advantage to the 
workers and to their legal claimants who had received its benefits. 

The resolution was seconded by Mr. J. M. Jack. 

Mr. Thos. Burt, M.P., addressed the delegates, pointing out the 
inconsistencies in the law as it stood, and the difficulties of succeeding 
in an assembly so largely composed of the representatives of wealth. 
The resolution was approved nem. dis. 

The Engineers' Certificate Bill was taken in hand by Mr. James 
Swift, and was unanimously adopted. 

Practical Men as Factobt Inspectohs. 

In a discussion raised by Mr. David Holmes (weaver) on the 
appointment of practical men as inspectors of factories, Mr. Allan Gee 
said in his district they had women employed from three o'clock in the 
morning until ten o'clock at night. In Dewsbury the Act was evaded, 
and women and girls worked the meal times. Magistrates inflicted only 
nominal fines, and these made evasion quite easy. 

Mrs. Ellis supported Mr. Gee, and gave other glaring instances where 
the law was ignored. 

Miss J. G. Wilkinson caused much merriment by describing how in 
London the inspectors were dodged and outwitted by women employers. 
If women were appointed, she contended, there would be an " eye among 
the blind," and while men could guess where girls were hidden they 
could not follow, but a woman would know and could follow. 

Mr. N. McLean (Edinburgh) said the worst criminals by law were 
provided with 350 cubic feet of space, and women in factories 250 only, 
men not having been considered by the law. 

Peesentation to the Sbcrbtabt. 

The Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee presented to the 
Secretary, on behalf of the Congress, an ornate address, together with 
£1,200. The monogram " T.U.C." and " 1875 to 1884," with the motto 
" Wherever nature needs, wherever nature calls," and another, " Honour 
where honour is due," were all beautifully inscribed. The text, in 
manuscript of the 16th century style, recited by whom the address 
was presented, and the value to the cause of Labour which had 
resulted from the vigorous earnestness and ability of Mr. Henry 
Broadhurst, M.P. After the long cheering had subsided, the delegates 
listened with great interest to a recapitulation of the legislative successes 
of the Congress through its Parliamentary Committee. 

A telegram was received from the Eight Hon. W. E. Gladstone 
(who was engaged at Mar Lodge, and could not leave until after the 
Saturday) regretting his inability to be present. 

Mr. Charles Freak (London) wanted to know on whose authority the 
Standing Orders Committee had set up a censorship as to the literature 
which should be circulated in Congress. It was explained that at the 
last Congress leaflets of an obscene character were distributed. The 
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Congress was recommended to agree that in future no kind of printed 
matter should be laid on the tables without the Committee's sanction. 
This was approved by 63 votes to 28. 

Eesolutions in favour of relatives of deceased miners being allowed 
to be present at coroners' inquests, productive co-operation, and the 
extension of the hours of polling in the counties, were unanimously 
approved. 

Mr. John Wilson urged the workingmen voters to take every avail- 
able opportunity to increase the Labour representatives in Parliament. 

Lord Eosebery, who was accompanied by the Earl of Aberdeen, 
paid a high tribute to Mr. Broadhurst, M.P. As proof of his sincerity 
and fidelity, his lordship remarked during the course of his address, 
he had already refused two positions of comparative opulence, 
in order that he might continue to serve the cause of Labour. Lord 
Eosebery's address was on the " Federalism of the Trade Congress." 
After giving some sound advice and defending Trade Unionism, which he 
said was as old as the fable of the fagot of sticks, he dealt in a masterly 
manner upon the wisdom of the Labour Party throughout the British 
dominions acting together for the common good. He gave the statistics 
of the emigration that was going on at the time, which showed that in 
the preceding eight months 175,925 persons had left our shores. " They 
are sent out by you, and are blood of your blood, and bone of your bone." 
With pleasant banter his lordship said, " I will keep to your rule not to 
enter on politics, although it seems to me that you break that rule with 
all the complacency in the world whenever it suits your convenience." 
At this sly thrust the Congress cheered and laughed most heartily. 
Eeferring to the Inter- Colonial Trades Union Congress report, his 
lordship had gathered that the democracy had gained many advantages. 
The eight hours — (cheers) — direct representatives in Parliament — 
(cheers) — payment of members — (great cheering) — but, added Lord 
Eosebery, the curious point of that is that, although the Congress at 
Melbourne had approved the payment of members, it was declared that 
since the passing of the Act not one working man had got into Parliament, 
although the political loafers had succeeded on the shoulders of the 
working men. (Laughter.) Having said that he expressed no opinion 
on the matter, he was anxious there should be inter-colonial policy and 
brotherhood.^ He advised Congress to give the question serious thought, 
and urged unity of action on all great principles, his lordship adding,. 
" It is only by constant mediation and discussion that a question, however 
vital, soaks into the great mass of the people." 

Fbdbeation of Trades. 

Mr. A. W. Bailey moved a resolution, which was adopted, in favour 
of the federation of trades. 

The reform of the land laws gave rise to the usual discussion, and 
Mr. E. Eowland again submitted his amendment on land nationalisation^ 
which was defeated by a very large majority. 
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Opening op Museums on Sundays. 

In spite of the Standing Orders Committee's ruling that the resolu- 
tion on the opening of museums and art galleries on Sundays could not 
be discussed, Messrs. W. Inskip and Charles Ereak carried a resolution, 
by 46 to 38, in favour of the proposal being considered, but later in the 
proceedings the motion of instruction was defeated by 40 to 21. Mr. 
W. Inskip represented the Leicester Trades Council. It was his first 
Congress, but later, on the resignation of Mr. G. Sedgwick, he became 
secretary oi the Boot and Shoe Operatives' Society, and afterwards well 
known as a member of and Treasurer to the Parliamentary Committee. 

Mr. Stuart Uttley (file cutter) moved that the Parliamentary 
Committee endeavour to obtain by legislation some direct and easy 
method by which false marks on foreign-made goods could be detected. 

Eesolutions were also adopted on the question of railway regulation, 
moved by Mr. B. Harford ; against the employment of young girls as 
ironworkers, on a motion by Mr. E. Juggins ; and against the extension 
of the hours of labour for female workers in the textile trades, by 
Mr. G. Sedgwick. 

The following were elected as the new Parliamentary Committee : 
Messrs. J. Burnett, T. Birtwistle.W. Crawford, J. Mawdsley.H. Slatter, 
J, M. Jack (Scottish ironmoulder), A. W. Bailey, J. Inglis, G. Sedgwick 
(boot and shoe riveter), and J. S. Murchie (carpenter and joiner). 
(Those whose trades are noted were new members.) 

Invitation from Canada. 

An invitation to hold the next Congress at Toronto evoked consider- 
able interest, but was found to be impracticable, and it was decided to 
meet at Southport. 

Mr. A. C. Telfer (Edinburgh) moved a resolution wishing the Crofters 
success, and trusting that the evidence obtained by the Eoyal Commission 
would lead to legislation in the direction of removing the grievances of 
the Highland peasantry. 

On the motion of Mr. Alex. Wilkie, it was resolved that an 
endeavour should be made to extend the Employers' Liability Act to 
seamen. During the year the Parliamentary Committee had issued a 
verbatim report of the great speech on " our sailors " made in the 
House of Commons on May 19th, 1884, by the Eight Hon. Joseph 
Chamberlain, M.P. It forms an appendix of sixty-eight columns in the 
bound proceedings of Congress. Mr. Wilkie was anxious, as the subject 
was on the eve of legislation, to secure for "our sailors " compensation 
for accidents ; said he, " a brave man struggling in the storms of fate " 
was enough endurance, and if, by the negligence of those for whom 
he risked his life, he was maimed or killed, he should have the same 
protection as a landsman. 

Miss Addis moved, and Mr. Allan Gee seconded, and it was carried : 
"That the franchise should be extended to women on the same 
conditions as men." 
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Mr. H. W. Eowland created some fun by declaring that the only persons 
who should be disqualified were bachelors and spinsters. 

Mr, J. Haslam (now M.P. for Chesterfield, and the present Chairman 
of the Parliamentary Committee) moved a resolution urging Parliament 
to appoint a Public Prosecutor to assist workmen or their representatives 
to prosecute employers in cases of any breach of the provisions of the 
Mines Begulations Act. 

Mr. W. Abraham ("Mabon"), in seconding, said: "Employers had 
the power to prosecute a workman for the merest trifle, but, on the other 
hand, an employer could not be prosecuted for the most gross and wilful 
negligence," The resolution met with no opposition. 

Eesolutions were approved against the character note system, the 
oversizing of cotton goods, the unequal charges for death certificates, and 
the Contagious Diseases Act. 

It was announced that Mr. J. S. Murchie had been elected Chairman 
of the new Parliamentary Committee. 

In addition to Lord Eosebery and the Earl of Aberdeen, Dr. 
Farquharson and Dr. Webster visited Congress. The week was devoted 
both to serious consideration of great principles and to fraternal inter- 
course. The hospitality of the Aberdonians was marked and full of 
fervour. The Lord Provost, magistrates, and Corporation gave a 
reception, and the organised trades arranged a series of evening parties 
and dinners. 

The usual hearty votes of thanks having been accorded, the 
delegates, with arms across, sang with enthusiasm " Auld Lang Syne," 
and on leaving we received badges bearing the Aberdeen motto, "Fortuna 
Sequatur " (" Let fortune follow "). 

Pbatehnal Gbeetings feom French Workmen. 

Just too late to be conveyed to the Aberdeen Congress, a message of 
fraternal greetings was sent to the delegates by the French Trade 
Unionists. The message ran : " The National Committee hope that at 
the moment when the leaders utter the war-cry, the Congress at Aberdeen 
will give to its Parliamentary Committee the mandate and the means to 
bind more closely the ties which so happily already unite the workmen 
of France to those of Great Britain." — ^Victor Marouch. 

County Franchise. 

The autumn session of Parliament met on the 23rd October, 1884. 
So rapid was its stages that as early as December 6th of the same year 
the Franchise Bill received the Eoyal assent. There had been wild Tory 
denunciations, come what would, even revolution, but never, never would 
they submit to give the vote to agricultural labourers. It was in this 
agitation that Lord Eandolph Churchill took such a conspicuous part. 
However, " the best laid schemes of mice and men gang aft a-gley." 

Lord Salisbury and Sir Stafford Northcote attended meetings of the 
Cabinet, and arranged a settlement, both as to the Franchise and the 
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Bedistribution of Seats Bill. The latter was read a second time before 
the session closed. The franchise extension added 2,000,000 more voters. 
This was the greatest increased nnmber which had been added to the 
electorate by any previous Reform Act. At the end of the reign of George 
III. there were 440,000 electors. The Eeform Act of 1832 added 500,000, 
and that of 1867 1,312,000. The Eedistribution Bill which was passed 
in the session of 1886 created single-membered constituencies, and 
increased the number of members of Parliament from 658 to 670. 

Pabliamentaey Committee's Manifesto. 

On February 2nd following the Aberdeen Congress the Parlia- 
mentary Committee met and formulated a manifesto. This contained a 
review of the legislative work advocated or influenced by the Trade 
Union Congress. As these have already been given, their recapitulation 
is unnecessary. It went on to urge the workers to be ready for the next 
General Election, and strongly advised that every effort should be put 
forth to secure more Labour members of Parliament as well as repre- 
sentation on municipal and other governing bodies. 
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Southport Congress — 1885. 

The eighteenth Trades Union Congress met in the Cambridge Hall, 
Southport, on September 7th, 1885. In opening the proceedings, Mr. 
J. S. Murchie regretted that he could not congratulate the delegates upon 
an improvement in trade. They had been lectured on the " error of our 
ways," but he found that in nine years nine Trade Unions had received 
an income of £2,818,545, and had expended (excluding strike pay) in 
unemployment, sick, and minor benefits £2,764,506. This, he contended, 
was the answer to the charge that there had been wild and reckless 
management. 

Councillor T. E. Threlfall (compositor) was elected President, and 
Councillor J. 0. Laird (Newcastle) Vice-President. Standing Orders 
Committee: Messrs. J. Uattersby (Glasgow), J. Swift (Manchester), 
J. Wilson (Durham), J. Davey (Gateshead), and C. J. Drummond (London). 

Dr. Pilkington, Mayor of Southport, on behalf of his fellow towns- 
men, gave the delegates a hearty welcome. 

The report of the Parliamentary Committee dealt with the progress 
made in the increased number of factory and mines inspectors, and 
regretted that, like all private Bills, the Employers' Liability (Amendment) 
Bill had been crowded out. A protest had been made to the Home 
Secretary that at Nottingham a deputy-coroner, who was an agent to the 
Employers' Liability Assurance Association, was an interested party in 
the verdict of the jury touching the death of a person killed by an 
accident. The Home Secretary sent the complaint to the Lord Chancellor, 
who had expressed his will that the deputy-coroner should resign or cease 
to be an agent of the said assurance association. 

PiBST WOEKMEN MAGISTRATES APPOINTED. 

The Parliamentary Committee approached the Chancellor of the 
Duchy of Lancaster, the Bight Hon. H. Trevelyan, who, after considerable 
correspondence and personal interviews with the Secretary, appointed 
Messrs. H. Slatter (Manchester), T. Birtwistle (Accrington), J. Fielding 
(Bolton), and W. Pickard (Wigan), the first workmen magistrates. 

London Compositoes, the Pioneees of the Famous 
Faib Conteact Clause. 

The Committee reported that Mr. H. Broadhurst had induced the 
Government Stationery Department to give orders for printing to those 
firms only who paid to their compositors rates based on the London Scale, 
as agreed upon between representatives of employers and workmen. 

Goveenment Inquiry into Causes op Trade Depression. 

A Boyal Commission to inquire into the causes of bad trade had been 
appointed, which consisted of 22 members, only one of whom was a 
Labour representative. The Committee made a strong protest, and, as a 
consequence, Mr. C. J. Drummond was added to Mr. T. Birtwistle on 
the Commission. 
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The President dwelt on the unfortunate dearth of trade, and said 
Protectionist countries were as badly off as Free Trade England. He 
had seen a calculation that two million workmen in America were 
unemployed. Turning his attention to the increased political power of 
the workers, he declared, "Now is the time for the representatives of 
Labour to say what is needed for the good of the people," and quoted, 
" There is a tide in the affairs of men, which, if taken at the flood, leads 
on to fortune." The true remedy in the adjustment of great social 
problems was through Parliament. 

The Committee also reported that on June 8th the Government had 
been defeated, which practically closed the legislative work of the session. 
Lord Salisbury became Prime Minister, but, not having a majority, 
could only eke out an existence until the General Election on the 18th 
November, 1885. This was the tenth Parliament of Queen Victoria, 
its duration having been five years six months and 20 days. 

The Parliamentary Committee's report was then discussed and 
unanimously approved, subject to a correction being inserted, which was 
suggested by Mr. John Wilson. 

The Standing Orders Committee reported there were present 161 
delegates, representing 136 trade societies and Councils, with a member- 
ship of 580,976. 

The Oldham Strike. 

Mr. J. Mawdsley moved : " That this Congress, believing the present 
stagnation in trade is greatly due to over-production — a remedy for which 
is not to be found in a curtailment of the earnings of the workers — desires 
to tender its sympathy and suppcart to the cotton operatives of Oldham 
in their efforts to prevent a reduction of wages which is not accom- 
panied with some restriction upon the output, having for its object 
a relief of the present glutted condition of the cotton trade." 

Mr. J. M. Jack seconded the resolution, which, after well-expressed 
sympathy, was unanimously approved. 

Votes foe Women. 

The address to the workers on the forthcoming General Election was 
considered. Miss Wilkinson carried an addition to the address in favour 
of women's franchise by 70 to 10. Mr. B. Pickard, having said he was 
opposed unless married women also had the vote, Mrs. Paterson retorted 
that single women and widows were entitled to have a vote for compen- 
sation for not having a husband. She quite agreed that married women 
who had husbands like Mr. Pickard would not require a vote. 

Payment of Members, Etc. 

Another addition was carried by Mr. E. Trow in favour of payment 
of members, returning officers' charges, and free education, and against 
royalty rents, railway rents, and city dues on coal. The address was 
then adopted. 
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Tbadb Union Ebpeesentatives at Ooeonebs' Inquests. 

In supporting a resolution to empower the relatives of deceased ^worfk- 
people, or their representatives, to submit questions at inquests, Mr. W. 
Pickard, J.P. (Wigan), said that employers could ask any questions, but 
not workmen. Fair play should be secured to all and wrong done to none. 
Mr. E. Harford (railway servant) complained that, although his society 
had to pay large sums of money at a member's death, he, as an official, 
was not allowed to submit a question on behalf of the relatives, whereas 
the company concerned was allowed to send its representatives and ask 
questions in its interests. The ParUamentary Committee was instructed 
to do its best to secure an alteration of the law. 

Mr. J. S. Murchie, in moving a resolution in favour of Labour repre- 
sentation, hailed with satisfaction Jthe formation of so many Labour 
associations and the adoption of direct Labour candidates to contest seats 
at the next General Election. 

Mr. H. W. Eowland, on submitting his land nationalisation amend- 
ment, was again defeated by 69 to 44. 

Dr. James Wood, ex-Mayor of Southport, delivered a short address 
in defence of the right-to-work. 

Municipal Ebpoem and Character Note System. 

Resolutions were carried in aid of municipal reform, and against the 
character note system. On the latter question, Mr. W. Mosses, Glasgow 
(pattern maker), " thought the character note system was the best way 
employers had yet discovered to reduce wages, and the insidious way in 
which it was being applied made it extremely difficult for the engineering 
trades, or any other trade, to deal vrith it." 

Secrbtaey to be Blbctbd Annually. 

The following resolution was adopted by 70 to 31 : " The Secretary 
(who shall also form one of the Parliamentary Committee) shall be elected 
at the Annual Congress, and ex-officio be a member of the Congress. 
Should a vacancy occur between the Annual Meetings of the Congress, 
the Parliamentary Committee shall have the power to fill up the 
vacancy." 

The election of the Parliamentary Committee resulted as follows : 
Messrs. J. Burnett, A. W. Bailey, J. Mawdsley, W. Crawford, T. Birt- 
wistle, H. Slatter, J. S. Murchie, J. M. Jack, G. Sedgwick, and J. Inglis. 

This election was noteworthy from the fact that there was no change 
in its composition. 

Mr. G. D. Kelley submitted the accounts for the year. Income, 
including balance brought forward, amounted to £1,031 16s. 5d. ; expen- 
diture, £837 15s. ; balance, £194 Is. 5d. 

There was a strong contest between Hull, Norwich, and Swansea 
for the next place of meeting. The voting was : Hull 66, Swansea 61, 
Norwich 16. On a second vote, Hull was carried by 76 to 54. 
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Opening op Museums on Sundais. 

The opening of museums on Sundays led to an animated debate. 
Mr. Thos. Powell (London Trades Council) supported the opening, and 
Mr. A. J. Hunter (Glasgow Trades Council) the continued closing. A 
motion to proceed to the next business was rejected by a large majority. 
All the Scotch delegates who spoke were opposed to the opening, as were 
Messrs. H. Broadhurst, M.P., Robert Knight, W. Pickard, J.P., and B. 
Fickard, who said that the miners were in favour of the Sunday being 
kept free from labour. Mr. W. E. Harvey (Derbyshire miner), now 
M.P. for North-East Derbyshire, " believed that questions of this kind 
were outside the scope of the Congress, and ought to be relegated to the 
local authorities. To open museums on Sundays, and thereby increase 
Sunday labour, would, in his judgment, tend to the deterioration of the 
class to which the delegates belonged." 

The supporters of the broad-minded view were Mr. C. Freak, who 
said there were thousands who had to work early and late and who had 
no opportunity to visit the halls of treasure and of intellect, and that 
the employment of a few caretakers would place knowledge and 
enjoyment within the reach of millions of people. 

This view was supported by Mr. G. Sedgwick, Mr. J. Fox, Mr. 
G. Shipton, and Mr. H. Slatter ; whilst 

Mr. E. Trow moved the following satirical amendment, which 
was seconded by Mr. J. Judge : " That, in the opinion of this 
Congress, all kinds of labour should be suspended on Sunday. No 
trains be allowed to run, no cabs, trams, or brakes shall ply or run 
for hire ; no horses or private carriages shall be permitted to be used ; 
no blastfurnacemen be permitted to work; no mechanics to do any 
repairs ; nor shall any telegram or letter be delivered, or any work be 
done in any printing of&ce, or any public refreshment house be permitted 
to be opened, nor shall any public park, museum, art gallery, or reading 
room be opened, or any policeman be called upon to do any duty on the 
Sunday." (A voice : "And sleep all day.") 

By this time the Congress had had enough, and the previous resolu- 
tion was carried by 78 to 21. 

Mr. Alex. Wilkie again carried his resolution that the Employers' 
Liability Act should be extended to seamen. 

Shop Sick Clubs. 

Mr. J. Fox als6 carried a resolution against the continuance of shop 
sick clubs, contending that they were against the best interests of the 
workers and bordering on an infringement of the Truck Act. Mr. E. 
Juggins said there were many instances where the costs were taken out 
of these funds to repair bad floors, replace broken windows, and to 
purchase notes for charitable institutions, which were not given to the 
workpeople but to friends of the employers. 

Mr. W. Snow (Cleveland) moved, and Mr. E. Juggins seconded, a 
resolution to abolish the property qualification, which was a bar to 
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Labour candidates being elected on governing boards. The motion 
was approved. 

Mr. S. Uttley, by a large majority, obtained the endorsement of a. 
resolution against an order issued by Lord John Manners (then Post- 
master-General) forbidding postmen writing or speaking on political 
questions, and requiring them to resign membership of political 
associations. 

Mr. E. Harford wanted to know why men in the Civil Service had 
to submit to such disabilities, when Becorders, half-pay officers, and 
other officials paid by the State could appear on political platforms and 
even sit and vote as members of Parliament. 

Mr. B. Pickard moved, and Mr. Abrahams seconded, that sub- 
inspectors of mines should be appointed from practical miners. The 
seconder said collieries were only inspected every two years, and then 
only after an accident. Mr. J. Toyne (Saltbum-by-the-Sea) stated that 
in ten years the number of accidents in mines had been 12,170, many of 
which could have been prevented if proper and more frequent inspection 
had taken place. The resolution was unanimously approved. 

An instruction was given to the Parliamentary Committee, on the 
motion of Mr. S. Uttley, to bring about a Trade Marks Act to uphold 
honesty in trade and to maintain excellence in manufacture. 

The Slauqhteb op the Innocents. 

The Standing Orders Committee recommended one minute speeches, 
which Congress endorsed after ten minutes' discussion. The resolutions 
dealt with were : — 

Surplus labour, carried. 

That neither coroners nor deputy-coroners should hold an agency in 
an Employers' Assurance Company, which resolution was approved. 

It was resolved that efforts be made to obtain death eertifioatee 
for Trade Unions at the same charges as the members of Friendly 
Societies paid. 

Mr. G. Forbes (Glasgow) moved, and Mr. T. Corbett (Nottingham) 
seconded, a resolution in favour of an eight hours' working day, and it 
was agreed to nem. con. 

A pious resolution against Board School drill as being a scheme 
cunningly devised to introduce the Continental system of Conscription 
was, on the motion of Mr. J. T. Morrison (London), approved by a large 
majority. 

The Parliamentary Committee elected Mr. J. Mawdsley as Chairman. 

The Congress sermon was preached in the Town Hall by the Eev. 
Silas K. Hocking. 

The festivities of the week were numerous, including a garden party 
given by the Mayor and Mayoress at the Botanical Gardens, and a ban- 
quet in the Cambridge HaU given by the United Trades of Southport. 
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During the week there appeared what the inhabitants o£ Southport 
deemed to be a phenomenon, and many thousands of people came from 
far and near to witness it. The sea at Southport recedes, the towu is 
built on its foreshore, and seldom does the tide deign to intrude its waves. 
The delegates seem to have attracted the mighty ocean, as the Bibble 
estuary boiled and foamed, and with fury sent its waters round the coast 
and almost over the fashionable esplanade. 

The votes of thanks to the municipality and the organised trades for 
the week's hospitality were hearty, and thoroughly deserved. 

After the singing of " Auld Lang Syne " we flew to that " dear hut 
— our home." 

During Congress week at Southport Ellis Lever, of Bowdon, 
addressed to the President a most interesting letter, which the Standing 
Orders prevented being read. It was written to urge the miners to take 
advantage of the General Election. 

The subjects dealt with included the abolition of female labour at 
collieries, the general use of safety lamps in mines (such to be tested by 
Government representatives), the sale of oil lamps and caudles to miners 
by mineowners to be discontinued and made illegal, better provision 
against accidents and improved mines inspection, boycotting a miner for 
reporting danger to be a penal offence, the creation of a Minister of Mines, 
and the taxation of mining royalties. 

The address to the organised trades, agreed to by the Congress, was 
issued in the names of the President, Vice-President, and the local 
secretary. This was the first time an address was circulated without the 
signed authority of the Parliamentary Committee. 

The Gbnbbal Election. 

The General Election resulted in the return of a Liberal Ministry 
by a combined majority of 172. The Eight Hon. W. E. Gladstone 
declared for Home Eule, and the Eight Hon. Joseph Chamberlain 
entered the fray with his Newcastle programme. The Administration 
begun in such hopeful circumstances was doomed to suddenly fall. It 
only lasted five months and fifteen days. 

The Prime Minister introduced his historic Home Eule Bill, and 
Mr. John Morley was made Chief Secretary for Ireland. There were 
ugly rumours that dissensions existed in the Cabinet, and when it was 
known that Mr. Chamberlain, above all men, had resigned, there was 
wild excitement. The unexpected had happened. The Tories were in 
" high jinks," whilst the Liberals were in "the dumps." To a party of 
progress "civil dissension is a viperous worm," but to a reactionary 
party " how exquisite the bliss." 

The General Election of 1885 is memorable as being the first sign 
of a coming Labour Party. The candidates elected as Members of 
Parliament were : Messrs. T. Burt, H, Broadhurst, J. Arch, W. 
Abraham, W. Crawford, W. E. Cremer, C. Fenwick, G. Howell, J. 
Leicester, and J. Wilson. 
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FiEST Laboub Mbmbeb in the Ministry. 

On February 23rd, 1886, Mr. Henry Broadhurst, M.P., informed the 
Parliamentary Committee of his acceptance of the Under Secretaryship 
of the Home Office, and that he desired to relinquish his position as their 
Secretary. Mr. George Shipton was thereupon elected Secretary, 
pro tern. 

A resolution was forwarded to the Prime Minister (Mr. Gladstone) 
thanking him for his recognition of the organised trades by the appoint- 
ment of a Labour Member to a position in the Ministry. 

The Home Eule Bill was defeated in the House of Commons in 
June. A General Election took place in July, and resulted in the return 
of a Unionist majority of 116. The Labour Members defeated were 
Joseph Arch. (Norfolk, N.W.), Joseph Leicester (West Ham), and John 
Wilson (Houghton-le-Spring). 
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Hull Congress— 1886. 

The nineteenth Annual Congress was held in Bethel Lecture Hall, 
Hull, on September 6th, 1886. The Sheriff, Mr. H. H. Briggs, on behalf 
of the town and Corporation, gave the delegates a hearty welcome. 

The Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee, Mr. J. Mawdsley, 
in opening the proceedings, referred to his visit to the International 
Labour Congress in Paris, where he confessed he had gone prejudiced 
against the foreign workmen, but had returned a wiser man, and without 
much of his former prejudice. He trusted that the work the Parlia- 
mentary Committee had in hand would be extended, and that the Labour 
Party would be as united as the Irish Party, who had formed such a com- 
plete front. 

Mr. !P. Maddison (compositor), afterwards M.P. for Brightside and 
Burnley, was elected President, and Mr. W. G. Millington, Secretary. 
Standing Orders Committee : Messrs. J. Battersby (Glasgow), C. J. 
Drummond (London), J. Swift (Manchester), T. E. Threlfall (Southport), 
and J. Wilson (Durham). Treasurer: Mr. J. Burnett. 

Two Gbnbeal Elections and Three Goveenmbnts in One Year. 

Mr. George Shipton, Secretary jpro tern, submitted the report of the 
Parliamentary Committee. It opened by reminding Congress of the 
vicissitudes of political warfare, which were unprecedented, as since the 
last Congress there had been two General Elections and three Govern- 
ments had held ofi&ce. The report regretted the defeat of the Liberal 
Government, and reminded workmen that it was the most progressive 
since the establishment of Parliament. The Committee were unable to 
record any new Labour legislation, owing to the time of the short 
Parliament - being mainly taken up by one great question, nor could it 
forecast hope for the immediate future, as the Queen's Speech was barren 
so far as the workers were concerned. The late Government, through 
the Lord Chancellor (Lord Herschell), had however made a new 
departure in following the example of the Duchy of Lancaster. He had 
appointed Messrs. Geo. Sedgwick (Leicester) and J. Mallison (Sheffield) 
as workmen magistrates. Trade was still bad, and there seemed no 
prospect of a revival. To add to this gloomy report, the Committee 
expressed its regret to have to record the deaths of Edward Woods, 
general secretary of the Ironfounders' Society, Thomas Oldham, 
secretary of the Stockport Weavers, and Miss J. G. Wilkinson. 

The delegates adjourned, and in the afternoon accepted an invitation 
given by Mr. H. C. Wilson, M.P., to take a sail on the Hnmber in one of 
his mail steamers, the " Hero." 

On the second day, the President delivered the inaugural address, 
which occupies 15 columns of the proceedings. He dealt boldly with 
land nationalisation, and said that although " three acres and a cow " 
had been derided, it was the direction in which they must go. 
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The President also argued that the true solution in the success of 
Labour representation was the payment of members. Powerful states- 
men had partially committed themselves to it. He contended that the 
<:ost would be justified by the extra efficiency, and would remove the 
impression that the House of Commons was a fashionable club requiring 
as a condition of membership wealth as an entrance fee. 

A message of fraternal greetings from the German Trade Unionists 
was received, which concluded by stating that they had then 1,100 
branches, with a membership of 52,000, and that they would be able 
some years hence to give the hand to British Trade Unions for the 
-common promotion of peace and welfare. 

Mr. J. S. Murchie moved that the Congress hailed with satisfaction 
that there was some prospect of the Employers' Liability Act receiving 
attention, but that no amendment would be satisfactory unless it 
prevented contracting-out. 

Mr. Thomas Burt, M.P., who attended as a visitor, said that his Bill 
was down for the following Wednesday week. The Select Committee 
had approved the principle of the Bill, and Mr. Arthur O'Connor, 
supported by Colonel Nolan, had introduced a similar Bill, which he (Mr. 
Burt) had backed. He feared, however, that the Government would 
decline to allow either of the Bills to be even discussed. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

Upon the examination of credentials it was found that there were 143 
delegates present, representing 122 societies, with a membership of 
633,008 (afterwards corrected to 635,580). Mr. B. Pickard, the Auditor, 
reported the total income, including balance brought forward, to be 
£964 18s. 9d. ; expenditure, £797 18s. 2d. ; balance, £167 Os. 7d. 

Mr. T. Birtwistle took in hand the resolution urging the Govern- 
ment to increase the number of inspectors for factories and mines, such 
increase to include working men and women with practical knowledge. 

Mr. Allan Gee said that since the last Congress there had been a 
marked improvement in the efficiency of inspection in the Huddersfield 
■district. This was owing to the fact that they had a new inspector, who 
was a workingman. 

Mr. W. Bancroft (Hyde) wanted not only more inspectors, but the 
power to discharge negligent ones, whilst Mr. H. Slatter considered it to 
be lame and evasive for a dignified Government representing a wealthy 
country to plead want of means as an excuse for inadequate inspection. 

Mr. W. Abrahams, M.P., hoped the delegates would not forget that 
there was such a little country in existence as Wales. The inspector for 
Wales lived at Exeter, and he believed that he had the whole of the 
Principality, with its five counties, under his direction. He also severely 
ridiculed the red-tapeism of the office. The report of a case had to go to 
Exeter, from Exeter to London, and the reply was to Exeter, thence to 
Wales. If the case went into court an inspector came down from Exeter 
to take it, and the man who had obtained the information had to play 
second fiddle. The resolution was carried nem. dis. 
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Besolntions in favour of persons in charge of engines and boilers 
being compelled to bold certjificates of fitness, and for relatives or their 
agents to have inquiry rights in coroners' courts, were approved. 

Laboub Elbctoead Association (the forerunner of the I.L.P.). 

After a spirited debate, it was decided by a large majority tO' 
establish the Labour Electoral Association. Its objects were to secure : — 

1. More Labour representatives in Parliament. 

2. Increased representation on local governing bodies. 

3. Annual conferences, delegates to which to be appointed only 
by bona-fide workmen's associations, and the expenses of th& 
delegates to be borne by the societies appointing them. 

4. Subscriptions, a minimum of 5s. per year for a society or- 
Trades Council, per delegate 5s., and per member for individual 
subscribers, a minimum of Is. per annum. 

Although Congress appointed the first committee, the fatal mistake 
was made not to appoint such from the Parliamentary Committee, so as 
to keep direct control over its policy and proceedings. It is but fair,, 
however, to record that this was the object of the promoters, but 
leading members thought it best, as they did afterwards with the Trades 
Federation and the Labour Bepresentation Committee, to set it up in 
business, as it were," on its own account." The committee appointed was : — 
Eastern Division. — ^P. Maddison (President of Congress). 
Norwich Trades Council. — To appoint. 

Western Division. — J. Pox, Bristol ; T. B. Threlfall, Southport ; and 
C. Bloor, Burslem. 

Northern Division. — W. Matkin, Liverpool; G. D. Kelley, Man- 
chester; S. Shaftoe, Bradford; J. C. Laird, Newcastle-on-Tyne ; and J. 
Wilson, Durham. 

Southern Division. — H, B. King, C. Ereak, and E. Harford, London. 
Midland Division. — J. Inskip, Leicester; S.Uttley, Sheffield; W.. 
Truswell, Nottingham ; and iJ. Juggins, Birmingham district. 

Scotland. — J. C. Thompson, Aberdeen; Neil McLean, Edinburgh; J. 
Inglis and J. M. Jack, Glasgow. 

Ireland. — Dublin and Belfast to appoint. 
Wales.— W. Abraham, M.P., and W J. Parry. 

The Committee immediately met, and it was announced that it had. 
elected John Wilson as Chairman ; W. Abraham, M.P., and J. M. Jack, 
Vice-Chairmen; E. Harford, Treasurer; and T. E. Threlfall, Secretary. 

The Electoral Association for some years did useful work, but in 
consequence of its rules prohibiting any but bond-Me societies being 
affiliated, and its policy challenged of being too closely in touch with the 
Liberal Party, there arose a vehement opposition, culminating in the 
eventual establishment of the Independent Labour Party. 

Congress proceeded to discuss the land question, and, notwithstanding; 
the strong lead of the President in his address, the nationalisation 
resolution, which this year was moved by Mr. David Holmes (Burnley),. 
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was defeated. It was, however, a close division, as upon being put to the 
Congress, the voting was equal. On the suggestion of Mr. W. Piokard, 
the question was again put, when there voted for land nationalisation 
i2, against 47. 

On the motion of Mr. W. Abraham, M.P., the Mines Bill, introduced 
by the Government, was declared to be unsatisfactory. 

Co-oPBEATivE Society's Delegation to Congebss. 

A deputation, Messrs. Wilberforce and Mitchell, from the Wholesale 
Co-operative Society, addressed Congress, and urged Trade Unionists to 
become eo-operators, and both to work together for the common good. 
In the discussion which followed some delegates objected to the Co- 
operative Society in so far as it paid less for labour than did private firms. 

Mr. E. Knight said since the Newcastle Congress in 1876 fraternal 
delegates had regularly been deputed by the Co-operative Society to 
attend their annual gatherings. The Parliamentary Committee had, in 
return, as regularly appointed representatives to address the eo-operators 
at their annual conferences. A joint committee had been elected, to which 
any complaint could be sent. He knew from experience the good feeling 
this partnership had produced, and trusted that it would long continue. 

The resolution in support of co-operation, moved by Mr. H. Slatter, 
was carried by 56 to 10. 

A resolution for an inquiry into the iniquitous system of royalty 
rents, moved by Mr. J. Wilson, was heartily endorsed, as also was one 
relating to the better inspection of quarries. 

On the motion of Mr. H. Broadhurst, M.P., systematic overtime was 
discussed, but by 55 to 23 the previous question was carried. Later in 
the proceedings, however, it was unanimously decided that overtime was 
generally detrimental to the best interests of the workers. 

Mr. A. WiUde again secured an unanimous endorsement for seamen 
to be included in the Employers' Liability Act, and in favour of a 
sufficient manning of vessels. 

The new Parliamentary Committee was : Messrs. J. Mawdsley, W. 
Crawford, M.P., H. Slatter, T. Birtwistle, J. S. Murchie, G. Shipton, 
A. W. Bailey, J. M. Jack, J. Swift (steam engine maker), S. Uttley 
(file cutter). (Those whose trades are given were new members.) 

It was decided to hold the next Congress at Swansea. 

Mr. H. Broadhurst, M.P., who, in consequence of the defeat of the 
Liberal Government, was again free to resume the Secretaryship of the 
Parliamentary Committee, was unanimously and enthusiastically re-elected 
to that office. 

False Marking of Manufactuked Goods. 
Mr. S. Uttley expressed by resolution satisfaction at the exposure 
and condemnation of the various systems of fraudulent trading and false 
marking of goods. The resolution was seconded by Mr. W. H. Smith, 
and supported by Messrs. W. P.,Wardley, Charles Hobson, andE. Holm- 
ehaw, all of Sheffield. The last-named delegate produced articles made 
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abroad purporting to be genuine Sliefl&eld steel made, which were very 
inferior German, and other cast iron articles silvered over in order to 
deceive English purchasers, and, what was worse, they bore the names 
of English makers who were striving to carry on a fair and honest 
trade. They wanted to make it a penal offence for any manufacturer, 
German or English, to falsely mark goods. Mr. James Holmes, of 
Leicester, and Mr. E. Juggins also complained of the wrong done by 
false marking. The resolution was carried nem. con. 

The " infusion of steam into weaving sheds " was condemned by Mr. 
D. Holmes as injurious to the health of the workers ; and Mr. E. Harford 
secured a unanimous vote in favour of the Parliamentary Committee 
being instructed to assist Mr. P. A. Channing, M.P., to pass his " Railway 
Eegulation " Bill, which, he said, was alike in the interest of the travel- 
ling public and of the railway workers. 

Besolutions were also adopted on free education, legislation in favour 
of the unemployed, for an increased number of sanitary inspectors, and 
one protesting against unnecessary Sunday employment. 

Establishment of the Boabd of Tbade Labour Dbpabtment. 

The short Parliament did another good thing. The Eight Hon. 
A. J. Mundella, President of the Board of Trade, created the Labour 
Department, which has since proved so successful in the settlement of 
Labour disputes. During Congress it was announced that Mr. John 
Burnett, general secretary of the Engineers' Society, had been appointed 
Labour Correspondent. 

It was resolved, on the motion of Mr. S. Uttley, that the establish- 
ment of the Bureau of Labour was approved by Congress, and that the 
appointment of Mr. John Burnett as its official Correspondent was a recogni- 
tion of his great ability, and assured him that in the discharge of bis duties 
he would receive the hearty co-operation of the officials of trade societies. 
This appointment was fully justified, as when Mr. Burnett retired from 
active service a few years ago it was acknowledged that he had performed 
the duties of his office with exactitude and satisfaction to the Govern- 
ment, the commercial classes, and to the organised trades. The first 
Congress attended by Mr. Burnett was at Newcastle-on-Tyne in 1876, 
and he was elected at the same Congress a member of the Parliamentary 
Committee, and was its Treasurer from 1878 to the day of his retirement 
from Congress. Mr. Burnett was never Chairman of the Committee, 
which formed the exception to the general rule. 

International Trade Unionism. 

On the motion of Mr. J. Mawdsley (cotton spinner), seconded by 
Mr. C. J. Drummond (London compositor), the following comprehensive 
resolution was adopted : — 

" 1. Interdiction of work by children under 14 years of age. 
" 2. Special measures for their protection above 14 years of age, 
and of women. 
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" 3. The duration of the day's work to be fixed at eight hours, 
"with one day's rest per week. 

" 4. Suppression of night work, excepting under certain circum- 
stances to be specified. 

" 5. Obligatory adoption of measures of hygiene in workshops, 
mines, factories, etc. 

" 6. Suppression of certain modes of manufacturing injurious to 
the health of the workers. 

" 7. Civil and penal responsibility of employers with respect to 
accidents. 

" 8. Inspection 6f workshops, manufactories, mines, etc., by 
practical inspectors. 

" 9. The work done in prisons not to compete disastrously with 
private enterprise. 

"10. A minimum rate of wages to be established which will 
enable workmen to live decently and rear their families. 

"11. The propriety of holding an International Congress in 
England during 1887." 

The resolution evoked considerable discussion, but unfortunately the 
main object of the promoters was not reported in the proceedings. They 
desired that Governments of competing nations for the commerce of the 
world should be urged to adopt uniform systems regulating the conditions 
of employment, and it was this the Congress approved. 

On the motion of Mr. S. Shaftoe, it was resolved that all statutory 
Jaw in respect to Trade Unions should be repealed, as the common law 
was sufficient to deal with cases affecting Trade Unions. 

It was also agreed, on the suggestion of Mr. W. Inskip, that what 
was known as the " saving clause" in the Conspiracy and Protection 
Act, 1875, should be tested by a legal definition. 

It was decided that the Parliamentary Committee should from time 
to time issue division lists to show the workers how the " good and 
faithful " members of Parliament had voted on Labour questions. 

On the motion of Mr. C. J. Drummond, a protest was raised against 
Insulting remarks made on Trade Unionists by Justice Grantham at the 
Durham Assizes. Mr. Charles Hobson said the attack was undignified, 
unwarrantable, a disgrace to the Court in which it was made, and 
reflected the bias of a man who was appointed to hold the scales of 
justice impartially. That millions of men should be condemned for 
the sins of one was as monstrous as though all ministers of religion were 
&a vile as Titus Oates, or that all judges were as infamous as Judge Jeffreys. 
It was resolved that the projected legislation on national insurance 
was' against the interests of trade and friendly societies. 

Mr. B. Davidson secured unanimity for the establishment of evening 
recreative and instructive classes. 

The reception at Kingston-on-HuU was all that could be desired, the 
Yorkshiremeu of the East Biding being in no way behind other Bidings in 
the territorial premier county of England in their fulness of hospitality. 
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Pbbsbntation to Mb. Bubnett. 

On the Friday evening, the delegates met and made a presentation 
to their late Treasurer. Mr. Burnett, in reply, said he was not without 
hopes that his appointment would bring about a semi-official connection 
with the Government Department and their Congresses. The interests 
were so linked together that for the good of commerce it should be the 
aim of both Capital and Labour to work in harmony, and to avoid as 
much as possible trade conflict. 

From then till now, whatever Government has been in power, a 
representative of the Board of Trade has attended each Congress to 
report the doings of the Workers' Parliament. 

It was announced that the Parliamentary Committee had elected 
Mr. J. M. Jack as its Chairman. 

At the conclusion of Congress the votes of thanks were marked with 
the accustomed cordiality, and with the singing of " Auld Lang Syne" we 
left behind us a " footprint on the sands of time." 
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First Swansea Congress — 1887. 

The formation of a Unionist Government, the direct result of the 
workers' blunder at the polls, proved how the penalty must always be 
paid whenever there is a division in the Labour ranks. Although Mr. 
John Wilson lost his seat at Houghton-le-Spring, on balance the Labour 
party had increased by one member, the Liberal debacle resulting in the 
loss of many ardent Eadicals who had faithfully supported every Pro- 
gressive principle advocated by the Trade Unionists. It will also be 
seen during the subsequent five Congresses how the Democracy fared 
by what was called " strong Constitutional rule," and what the answer 
is to those who contend they are as well off with either of the two great 
political parties in power. 

Time Limit poe Speeches. 

On October 25th, following the Hull Congress, the Parliamentary 
Committee met. It gave serious attention to the time wasted at 
Congress by delegates who insisted on speaking upon almost every 
conceivable question. This, it declared in an address to the trades, was 
most unfortunate, as on matters of great concern men who possessed 
special experience, and whose opinions were therefore of value, were not 
heard. The Committee contended that the first function of Congress was 
to " deal with trade matters proper," and it deprecated the introduction 
of so many extraneous subjects. It called attention to the comprehensive 
resolution on International Trade Unionism, which, for want of time, 
was in some respects an ill-considered finding. The matter was referred 
to a sub-committee. 

House op Commons Pboceduee. 

The proposed new procedure rules of the House of Commons were 
considered at a sub-committee on February 21st, 1887. It was recom- 
mended that Members of Parliament be urged to support the Labour 
Members' amendment that there should be no adjournment for dinner, 
and to insert 11 o'clock as the time for putting the question instead of 
12 o'clock. 

A circular was issued dealing with the subject of truck in Scotland, 
on which the previous Government had granted an inquiry. 

Tbuok Amendment Bill. 

The final report of Mr. Alexander Redgrave, Chief Inspector of 
Factories, contained such serious revelations as to employers robbing 
their workmen that the Government at first refused to publish it. This, 
however, would not do, and both the Committee and Mr. Bradlaugh 
demanded its publication. While the Home Secretary (the Eight Hon. 
Henry Matthews) was forced to give way, the Committee pointed out 
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" that every effort had been made to keep from the public knowledge the 
names of the firms that have been making hitherto unheard-of profits out 
of the pressing necessities of their workpeople." 

The Committee pointed out some of the cases of cheating the 
workers. The first given was that of loaning money until the deferred 
payment of wages was due. This, said the Committee, amounted to from 
130 to 260 per cent. Another case was where miners in a colliery were 
charged £3 158. per week for pick forging, and the inquiry proved the 
blacksmiths were only paid 17s. 3d. Mr. Eedgrave also reported 
deductions from wages of workmen employed in an ironworks for the 
education of children in a Board school. 

First case is. 2d. a month for the education of one boy. 

Second case... 5s. 2d. „ „ „ „ ,, ,, 
Third case ... 8s. 2d. „ „ „ „ „ „ 
The circular urged the organised trades to influence Members of 
Parliament to do all they could in support of and to vote for Mr. 
Eradlaugh's Truck Amendment Bill, so as to end the slavery which was 
worse in Scotland than that which was suffered by the negroes in 
America before their emancipation. It also thanked the Member for 
Northampton for his able advocacy in the House of Commons on behalf 
of these oppressed workers. 

Intbenational Congkbss. 

The unemployed agitation of the previous year, which culminated in 
the Trafalgar Square riots, and the passing of the " international " 
resolution in Congress, were strong indications of the advent of the New 
Unionism, and the first introduction of Socialism into Trade Union 
politics. 

An important report to the organised trades was issued at the May 
meeting, and is here quoted to show that the Parliamentary Committee 
discerned the incoming of Socialism, and in order also to reproduce the 
principal opinions expressed by the Committee as a whole. 

The Committee said : " The subject of international Trade 
Unionism was discussed at great length, and with the utmost care and 
anxiety to come to a decision which, in our opinion, would be to the 
highest interest of the trades. After debating every phase of the question, 
we decided not to attempt to convene an International Congress in 1887, 
but to refer the matter to the Swansea Congress, and to arrange for its 
full discussion at that gathering. 

"At the Hull Congress the resolution to hold an International 
Congress was carried under the two minutes' limit of speech on the 
Saturday morning, when a great many of the delegates were absent ; and, 
with the limited time for discussion, it was impossible for even those 
present to thoroughly understand the proposal in all its bearings, or to 
consider its possible consequences, financial or otherwise 

" IVom the days of George Loveless and his martyr companions in 
persecution in 1833 down to the present time there have never been 
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wanting men who. for the sake of the highest and dearest principles of 
unionism, would sacrifice their positions and their homes in order to 
maintain untarnished their devotion to the cause of their fellow men. 
So far as we have been able to observe, this characteristic self-abnegation 
and pecuniary privation has no permanent existence in the Continental 
conception of Trade Unionism. 

" Let us hasten to make clear that we do not insinuate that French- 
men or Germans are less brave or self-sacrificing than ourselves in a 
national cause, but we have not noticed that they have yet exhibited these 
qualities in the cause of Trade Unionism. 

" It has been seen from the report presented to the trades by the 
deputation which attended the International Congress in Paris in 1883 
that there existed great difficulty in getting French workmen to 
regularly make effective contributions to any permanent trade society, 
and, so far as we are aware, this difficulty still prevails. 

" On page 3 of the report referred to the following remarks will be 
found : — 

"The great difficulty appears to be to get them (the French 
unionists) to pay contributions of more than 2d. a week. Even this sum 
is only paid by a comparatively small number of the men. Of the masonS' 
who accepted the principles of their society, only about 60 men were 
regular subscribers 

" Now this is not the place, nor have we the desire, to discuss the 
merits or demerits of Socialistic and communistic clubs and societies. 
Our present object is merely to point out that the late International 
Congress was not a Trade Union Congress in the sense in which we 
understand one to be. If representatives from Socialistic bodies were to 
be admitted to a Trades Union Congress held in England delegates from 
all the co-operative societies, workingmen's clubs, political clubs of both 
parties, and other social and political associations should, in common 
fairness, be also admitted. This may, perhaps, be an extreme view to 
take of the matter, but it is nevertheless a logical one 

" With regard to No. 6, many scientific inventions for the ameliora- 
tion of unhealthy employments have been adopted in this country, and we 
believe that the manufacture of white lead is now about the most 
dangerous to those employed in it. 

" Nos. 7 and 8 are partly met in the English law. 

" No. 9 is to some extent met by Home Office regulations. 

"No. 10, as interpreted by the Continentar trades, recommends the 
adoption by law of a minimum rate of wages. How far the trades of 
this country are prepared to ask Parliament to do this is a matter upon 
which we have heard no debate. But it appears to us that if Parliament, 
has a right to fix a minimum rate of wages it would have an equal right 
to fix a maximum rate ; if it had the right to fix your income it could 
with some show of reason claim the right to regulate and direct your 
expenditure, as well as to dictate the nature of your investments or the 
amount of contribution you should pay to Trade Unions or friendly 
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societies. The action of the State would thus supersede all free individual 
«ffort. It will be seen from this that the resolution asks us to surrender 
the control of our own private affairs into the hands of the State, with its 
ever-changing parties and executives. We do not think it necessary at 
the present time to further discuss such a proposition, beyond pointing 
out some of the great changes its adoption might involve. 

" "With regard to the proposed movement for the establishment of an 
international eight-hour day, while painfully aware of the long and dreary 
hours which in some industries in the great towns of this country have to 
be endured for a miserable pittance, we are greatly ahead of our 
Continental brethren in the matter of short hours. This will be seen on 
reference to the quotations given in this circular from the speeches made 
at the Paris Congress. 

" The time worked per week in many trades in this country ranges 
from 48J to 56J hours. Taking one trade, that of the stonemasons, we 
find between 80 and 90 towns and districts working from 50 down to 48^ 
hours per week. In many towns these hours have been in force for 20 or 
more years. The eight hours' system was, therefore, practically attained 
by many of the working people in this country nearly a quarter of a- 
century ago. This is not mentioned for the purpose of leading us to think 
that the limitation of our own hours of labour is sufficient, for, unfor- 
tunately, we are only too painfully alive to what yet remains to be done 
in this direction, but in order to show what the Trade Unions of Great 
Britain have already accomplished without calling upon Parliament to 
assist male adults 

" By means of its organisations British Trade Unionism has done 
much to improve the status and freedom of Labour. The self-sacrifice 
shown whenever necessary by each individual member of the various 
unions has contributed greatly to bring about this result. We know but 
few Tiade Unionists who have not during the course of their lives 
risked, lost, and suffered much for the general weal of their fellow 
craftsmen." 

The Swansea Congress was held in the Albert Hall, Craddock Street, 
on September 5th, 1887. Mr. James M. Jack formally opened the 
proceedings. The Mayor of Swansea, Mr. F. A. Yeo, M.P., gave a most 
cordial welcome to the delegates. He declared that he knew the 
heartiness, cordiality, and hospitality of what, but for neighbouring 
susceptibilities, he should call the Welsh Metropolis, would be fully 
accorded. He then entered into the work of the Congress, its Parlia- 
mentary Committee, and the Labour movement, which he defended with 
good argument and ability. 

Mr. W. Bevan (joiner), Swansea, was elected President ; Mr. 
Alexander Wilkie, Vice-President ; Mr. H. Slatter, Treasurer. Standing 
Orders Committee : Messrs. J. Wilson, E. Harford, C. J. Drummond, 
T. E. Threlfall, and G. D. Kelley. 

The Parliamentary Committee dealt with the findings of the Eoyal 
Commission on Trade, of which the following summary will be read with 
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much interest as showing the main delusive reasons brought forward at 
all commercial crises : — 

" (a) A very serious falling off in the exchangeable value of the 
produce of the soil ; 

" (6) An increased production of nearly all other classes of com- 
modities ; 

" (c) A tendency in the supply of commodities to outrun the 
demand ; 

" id) A consequent diminution in the profit obtainable by pro- 
duction ; and 

"(e) A similar diminution in the rate of interest on invested 
capital." 

The Committee added : — 

" These conclusions go a long way to prove the truth of the assertion 
that has been frequently made that one of the great causes of the present 
depression is the enormously increased power of production. 

" Perhaps the chief point of interest to Trade Unions in the report 
is contained in paragraph 84, which says that : — 

" ' We may add that, in our opinion, the unfavourable elements in 
the existing condition of trade and industry cannot with any justice be 
attributed to the action of Trade Unions and similar combinations. The 
administration of these associations has not infrequently laid them open 
to criticism ; but we feel bound to record our opinion that, in recent 
years, they have, on the whole, been conducted with propriety and 
judgment.' " 

The bad condition of the industries was at the time said to be due to 
the restraint put on them by Trade Unions and to Free Trade. The 
Commissioners reported that the export of coal was : — 

For the five years ending 1869 103 million tons. 

„ 1874 120 „ 

ji >i >i lo7y loo ,, ,, 

„ 1884 156 „ 

In the same period the exports of pig irbn had increased from over 
four to eight million tons. 

The imports of raw cotton had increased from eight million to 13 
million cy7ts. 

Death of Mes. Pattekson. 

This able and amiable lady had died after a short illness, and at the 
funeral the Congress was represented by Mr. Henry Broadhurst, M.P. 
Mrs. Patterson's views on restrictions of women's work were always 
unpopular, but she expressed them fearlessly, and no lady delegate was 
ever more respected. 

Death of Mr. A. W. Bailey. 

The famous president of the Amalgamated Tailors' Society, who from 
the first Congress in 1868 had been a continuous delegate, and taken his 
full share of the uphill work, expired on September 22nd, 1886. He had 
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been three times Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee, and was a 
fluent, though somewhat florid, speaker. His work was consistent, and 
his services always available. In the early struggles to establish the 
permanency of Congress, Mr. Bailey had no competitor for zeal and 
determination. 

The Parliamentary Committee, turning to legislative effort, said that 
of the 380 Bills only a few reached the Second Beading, the Irish Coercion 
Bill taking nearly the whole time of the session. One Trade Union 
measure — the Truck Act Amendment Bill — ^would, however, soon become 
law. 

The Mines Consolidation Bill had not passed, but it was so far 
advanced that it was considered safe. The Committee claimed to have 
improved the Bill by strengthening the clause dealing with check- 
weighmen, the raising of the age of boys from 10 to 12 years before 
being allowed to work in a mine, the raising of the age from 18 to 22 
of men permitted to take charge of steam engines at pit banks; the 
clauses affecting shot firing, the damping of coal dust previous to firing 
shots in dusty mines, and the insertion of a clause providing that before 
men can be permitted to work alone at coalhewing they must prove that 
they had worked two years under the supervision of a skilled miner. 

The President, in his inaugural address, dealt with unemployment, 
the depressed condition of trade, and foreign workers' hours of labour. 
He supported the eight-hour day, which he contended would be for the 
public good. On the question of Labour representation, he said : — 

" I hail with hope the formation of Labour Electoral Associations in 
every part of Great Britain, and it seems to me they have struck the 
right chord by throwing open their membership to unionist and non- 
unionist, skilled and unskilled labour. This is as it should be. If the 
Labour Party is divided into hostile camps, skilled labour on the one 
side and unskilled on the other, then assuredly the Labour cause is 
rreparably damaged, and energy and time are but thrown away. No 
Labour candidate thinks of asking only for Trade Unionists to vote for 
him — he appeals for the votes of workingmen. A Labour Party, there- 
fore, must be above sections, above jealousies, above divisions, and must 
sink anything to secure the political organisation of Labour so as to 
obtain its position in Parliament." 

Entbe the Unknown Knight. 

Mr. J. Keir Hardie (Ayrshire) moved an amendment to the Parlia- 
mentary Committee's report on the Mines Eegulation Bill, providing 
for an eight-hour labour day in the mines, but was defeated, the 
Secretary speaking and voting against it in the name of the Congress. 
This created a scene, as it was contended that Mr. Hardie was 
attempting to make the report and not the Committee. Amid cries of 
" Vote," the mover offered to withdraw the amendment if he were assured 
he could afterwards deal with the question. On being put, there voted 
for the amendment 15, against 80. The Committee had reported against 
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accepting State aid, believing that Trade Union effort, well organised 
and directed, would become powerful enough to protect the workers. 
Mr. Hardie moved that the words " by refusing State assistance " be 
omitted. The voting was : for the amendment 10, against 80. 

Tbadb Mabeb Act. 

It was reported that the Government had refused to grant a Eoyal 
Commission to inquire into dishonest trading by employers, the Committee 
suggesting that, had Labour been open to the same allegation, a Eoyal 
Commission would have been appointed without any hesitation. 

After the report had been unanimously adopted, it was resolved, on 
the motion of Mx. John Inglis, that the Congress regretted that the 
Government had failed to amend the Employers' Liability Act, and 
urging the Parliamentary Committee to secure, if possible, the acceptance 
of the principles contained in the Bill of Mr. T. Burt and Mr. H. 
Broadhurst. 

The questions of enginemen's certificates and the appointment 
of workmen and workwomen as inspectors of factories having been 
disposed of, 

Mr. W. Parrott (Yorkshire miner), in a resolution, hailed with 
satisfaction that the right of the relatives of deceased miners to be 
represented at coroners' inquests was about to become law. 

Mr. P. Carling (Durham miner) caused not a little merriment by 
stating that at a coroner's inquiry into a colliery accident, a farmer, who 
was on the jury, wished to know if the stone which caused death had 
fallen from the top or the bottom. 

Labour Ebpebsbntation. 

Mr. S. XJttley (Sheffield) moved, and Mr. S. Shaftoe (Bradford) 
seconded, a resolution, the object of which was to induce all workmen's 
societies to support the Labour Electoral Association. The discussion 
was commenced on the Tuesday, and was not concluded until the 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Keir Hardie objected to Labour representatives identifying 
themselves with one political party. They must have men in the House 
who would not go to constituencies just because they called them- 
selves Liberals, but who were in reality in direct antagonism to the work- 
ing classes. A workingman representative, he stated, recently went to 
Brixton with the object of supporting the candidature of James Hill, who, 
a few years ago, had a Government contract for the supply of locks. 
Questions were asked as to where those locks were made, and the 
explanation given was that he sent to America and got the locks, and his 
reason was because of the injurious action of Trade Unionism and the 
drunkenness and improvidence of the working classes. Then, to come to 
Northwich, a Labour representative went there in support of a candidate 
who employed workmen in his manufactory for twelve hours a day, 
which was ruining the lives of workmen. One shift worked eleven hours 
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and another thirteen hours, and there was no Sunday off — ^no rest, no 
leisure. For this 18s. a week was paid, and the company got 35 to 40 
per cent, dividend out of the lives of the men. And yet they could find 
workingmen members going down and speaking in favour of that man. 
Little wonder that there was a difficulty found in forcing the programme 
of the Congress on the country. They wanted a democratic party — a 
party which should embrace men of every line of thought. There should 
be a programme, and every candidate for Parliament should know that 
unless he could support it he must look elsewhere for a seat. 

Mr. W. Bailey (Nottingham) said it seemed to him that the chief 
business of the last speaker was to try and traduce the hon. member for 
the district he (Mr. Bailey) came from. That was the first time 
Mr. Hardie had come to Congress. Mr. Hardie seemed to wish to take 
entire charge of the Secretary, and to tell Congress what it should do. 
Many years before Congress heard of Mr. Hardie, Mr. Broadhurst had 
proved himself to be a man. 

Mr. Broadhurst rose to repel the attack, and the delegates were not 
long before they knew there was to be a personal combat. In his sledge- 
hammer style, the famous Secretary said : " How long had Mr. Hardie 
found out the new code ; how long had he been the apostle of purity in 
election ; how long had he sacrificed his life to Trade Unionism and 
politics, that he rushed to Congress and lectured Congress, and him 
especially, as to what he should, and what he should not be, on matters 
of politics ? He was not aware that Mr. Hardie had made sacrifices in 
this great Labour movement. He did not remember that Mr. Hardie 
had, until this year, taken any part in the great struggle which had lifted 
Labour up from the position it was fifty years back, and when Odger* 
Howell, and all the other champions of Labour, were fighting their 
battles. 

Mr. Hardie : I was not born. 

Mr. Broadhurst : Where, I ask, was he in those days ? 

Mr. Hardie : I said I was not bom. 

Mr. Broadhurst had never heard so strange an observation than that he 
was not born ten years back. He had heard of children being bom with 
full sets of teeth, but he had never heard of one being born with such a 
magnificent development of manly appearance as Mr. Hardie. Yes, he 
did go to Brixton, and he would, if necessary, go again. Mr. Hardie 
had been to the waste-paper baskets of Tory papers, and snatched up 
libels other people would not read. He only read the dirty, gutter, 
disreputable statements. "Why did not he read the other side of 
the full correspondence ? Did he know that Mr. Hill would be as safe a 
Labour representative as himself ? Yes, he did go to Northwich, and he 
was glad to find that several friends of the Labour Party were there 
likewise. They were supporting an honourable man — one who had given 
as good a Labour vote in the House as any man there, and had done 
so since his recent return, and would always again when Labour came up 
in the House of Commons. 
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During the speech, which was much longer than can be given here, 
there were rounds of laughter and applause. 

Mr. Charles Freak followed. He knew Tories who represented his 
views on Trade Unionism, but because they were Tories he could not 
vote for their return to the House of Commons. 

Mr. H. Tait (Glasgow) advocated a distinct Labour platform. 

Mr. Charles Fenwick, M.P., who had been a delegate since 1883, 
and who afterwards sacrificed the Secretaryship of the Parliamentary 
Committee sooner than support the Bight Hours Bill for Miners, also 
took part in the discussion. He agreed that a Labour representative 
must perforce be on the progressive side of politics, but he must have 
regard to the wishes of his own constituents. On the attack of Mr. 
Hardie he said he was one of the Labour representatives who bore a 
part in endeavouring to return Mr. Brunner for the Northwich Division, 
and he might inform the Congress that under any similar circumstances 
he should dare to repeat the action he took on that occasion. Given two 
candidates, such as were before the constituents of Northwich in the 
persons of Mr. Brunner and Lord Henry Grosvenor, he should never for 
one moment hesitate to give his services in favour of Mr. Brunner. They 
were not unaware that efforts had already been made in every constituency 
represented by a Labour member to unbind the confidence and to sap the 
goodwill of the constituents towards the members, because they had not 
been disposed to accept certain revolutionary measures that had been 
submitted to them. 

Mr. W. E. Harvey (Derbyshire) said that the importance of having 
Labour representation in the House of Commons was shown by the 
passing of the Mines Begulation Bill. Its progress through the House of 
Commons revealed a curious state of affairs. The interest taken by the 
Conservative Party in this measure was measured by the fact that during 
its discussion they had twenty-one members in the House, but as soon as 
a division was taken they came pouring out of the smoke-rooms and 
reading-rooms, and gave their votes on matters concerning which they had 
no knowledge. The Labour representatives were in the House the whole 
time doing their duty. No body of men represented their constituents 
better than those men did. 

Mr. John Wilson (Durham) said he was entirely at one with those 
who advocated the formation of a Labour Party. 

Mr. B. Pickard, M.P., asked Mr. Wilson if he were in favour of a 
distinct Labour Party separate from the two great political parties. 
Mr. Wilson said : " I unhesitatingly say I am." 
As this emphatic declaration came from, the President of the Labour 
Electoral Association, there was prolonged cheering. 

Mr. James Holmes (Leicester) contended for a Labour Party and 
the payment of members. 

The resolution was then put and carried, there being only one hand 
against it. 
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No idea of this exciting time could be given in much briefer space, 
and, as the incident led to a development of the strictly independent 
party policy, these reooUeotions would be incomplete if they were 
mentioned as a mere matter of fact. Mr. Hardie may have made a 
mistake in indulging in personalities, but as it was his first appearance at 
Congress no one can charge him with having entered the lists in a 
tournament against combatants less equipped than himself. 

Writing the reminiscences of his own life fourteen years afterwards, 
Mr. Henry Broadhurst said : " As each Congress came round Mr. Hardie 
assailed me on questions which were before the Congress, and gave him 
a perfect right to criticise my actions ; and, although his attacks some- 
times exceeded the limits prescribed by strict fairness, they were, at any 
rate, face to face, and left no rancour in our hearts." 

Pboposal to Nationalise the Land Again Adopted. 

Mr. George Shipton moved the resolution in favour of land law 
reform, and afterwards accepted as an addenda: "That this Congress 
expresses its earnest desire that Parliament should effect such a reform 
in the land laws of Great Britain as would eventually make the land 
the property of the nation, and that for the purpose of bringing 
this about a land tax should be at once imposed on all land, occupied 
or not." 

The addenda was moved by Mr. F. Maddison (Hull), and was 
received with loud applause. 

It will be remembered that a resolution in favour of land nationalisa- 
tion was carried as early as the Manchester Congress in 1882, but that 
at all subsequent Congresses it had been defeated by large majorities. 
The question was now in able hands. Mr. Maddison appealed to the 
delegates in a vigorous and well-reasoned speech. The adoption of the 
principle, he contended, would show the country that the Labour classes 
were rapidly becoming converts to the doctrine of Michael Davitt and 
others, who had long held that landlordism was one of the greatest curses 
of the present age. It could not be discussed in the same category as 
merchandise or other forms of commerce. Land was uncreated as far as 
human eflort was concerned ; it could not be destroyed or added to. 
Eoyalty rents and iniquitous anomalies connected with land could not be 
removed unless we returned to national possession. The vast estates of 
the United Kingdom had passed unlawfully into the hands of men who 
now had the power to thwart such champions of the people as Mr. Joseph 
Arch, and to drug the working classes by the influence of great wealth. 
They did not want to confiscate the land, but they wanted it eventually 
to become the property of the nation. As a beginning the best means 
■of doing this was to reimpose the Land Tax. 

Mr. Charles Ereak (London) seconded, and said they might at once 
declare for land nationalisation, and cease to go on with vague and 
indefinite proposals. 
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Mr, Joseph Arch heartily supported the resolution, and gave glaring 
instances of a betrayal of trust by such landholders as the Duke of 
Eichmond and the Duke of Bedford. The resolution was carried 
unanimously. 

The Bight Houbs Movement. 

After a protracted debate, it was decided to take a plebiscite of the 
organised trades on the following terms of reference: "That, in the 
opinion of this Congress, the time has arrived when it is absolutely 
necessary that the workmen of this country should be called upon to 
express their wishes for or against an eight-hour day and a full Saturday 
holiday, and that the Parliamentary Committee be, therefore, instructed 
during the year to obtain a plebiscite of the members of the various 
Trade Unions of the country upon this important question, and 
whether, if approved, such reduction of hours shall be brought about 
by the Trade "Unions themselves, or by means of an Eight-Hour 
Labour Bill." 

Inteenationaii Teadb Unionism. 

The President said he had received the following telegram : ' ' Belgium, 
10-4:5 a.m. — To the Trades Union Congress, Swansea, England. The 
General Council of the Belgian workmen's party sends its sympathetic 
salutation to the English Trade Unions, and wishes great success to the 
Cohgress in passing a resolution in favour of an early meeting of our 
International Trades Union Congress." 

After the message was received there commenced an animated 
debate on the report of the Parliamentary Committee, 

Mr. J. Mawdsley, who at the previous Congress had submitted and 
carried the international resolution, now proposed an instruction : " That 
the Parliamentary Committee take every available means to bring about 
united international action on questions directly affecting the interests of 
Labour." 

Mr. Adolph Smith gave a risumi of the attempts which had been 
made to institute international Trade Unionism. He assured the 
Congress that the foreign workers were now prepared to work hand in hand 
to make the Congress a success. " They were anxious to keep out bogus 
delegates, and that the men who represented the various trades should 
be paid by those whom they represented." 

There was a concensus of opinion that the Congress should be held, 
and, on the motion of Mr. P. Carling (Durham), the following amend- 
ment was unanimously accepted : " That this Congress views with satis- 
faction the growing friendly feeling between the workmen of Great Britain 
and the Continent, and that the Parliamentary Committee take steps by 
means of an International Congress, to be held in London next year, 
to bring about united action on questions directly afleoting the interests 
of Labour." 
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DiSTT WOEK. 

It was announced that Messrs. Peters and Kelly were organising a 
Hyde Park demonstration in favour of foreign State bounties, and had, 
without authority, associated with the movement the names of twenty 
delegates. 

Ml'. G. Bloor (Burslem) moved a resolution of censure for such 
despicable conduct. He knew these men were condemned in public 
estimation for their previous bad behaviour. 

The next day a telegram was read from the two persons referred to, 
in which they denied the charge. There was at once produced a news- 
paper and other printed evidence to show that the telegram was a 
further proof of deceit, whereon 

Mr. J. Inglis said : Leave the thing be. " Destroy his fib or 
sophistry — in vain, the creature's at his dirty work again." 

The Standing Orders Committee reported there were 156 delegates 
present, representing 131 societies, with a membership of 674,034. 

Messrs. Thomas Sharpies and John Judge, Auditors, reported the 
income to be £870 17s. Id. ; expenditure, £751 8s. lOd. ; balance, 
£119 8s. 3d. 

The following were elected as the new Parliamentary Committee : 
Messrs. W. Crawford, M.P., T. Birtwistle, J. Mawdsley, B. Harford 
(railway servant), H. Slatter, J. M. Jack, G. Shipton, J. Inglis, G. D. 
Kelley (lithographic printer), W. Inskip (boot and shoe riveter). (Those 
whose trades are given were new members.) 

Mr. W. Crawford, M.P., was appointed Chairman, and Mr. Henry 
Slatter, treasurer. 

It was decided by 101 to 35 to hold the next Congress at Bradford. 

Early on Friday morning, by the invitation of the Swansea Harbour 
Trustees, the delegates went aboard the " Privateer," down the Eiver 
Tawe, and round the beautiful bay. 

Inspection of Quabries. 

Mr. W. J. Parry (Bangor) regretted that the Government had not 
reintroduced the Bill brought in by the Under-Secretary of State, 
Mr. Henry Broadhurst, M.P., in the last Parliament. The Bill provided 
for proper Government inspection ; and as the most extensive of the 
quarries were in Wales, the Congress strongly recommended that the 
inspector appointed under such an Act should, in addition to being 
practical, be able to speak both the English and Welsh languages. 

The Hodse op Lords. 
By the influence of the Eadical and Labour members during the 
Committee stages of the Truck and Mines Eegulation Bills, clauses 
strengthening both measures in the interest of the workers had been 
carried in the Commons. When these two Bills reached the Upper 
Chamber their lordships, ever true to Capital, cut out the clauses least 
liked by the manufacturers and colliery proprietors. 



136 

The Congress thereupon adopted the following resolutions : — 

On the motion of Mr. S. Munro (Belfast) : " This Congress, having 
read in the Parliamentary reports this morning that the House of Lords 
had disagreed with the Commons' amendment to the Truck Bill, providing 
for the weekly payment of wages in Ireland, expresses its indignation at 
the conduct of the Lords in withholding this right from the working 
classes, and hereby calls upon the Government to reinsert the clause." 

On the motion of Mr. D. Morgan (Aberdare) : " That this Congress 
protests against the action of the House of Lords in altering the Mines 
Bill in the clauses dealing with the weighing of coal, the inspection of 
mines by persons appointed by the workmen, and over-winding, and that 
a telegram be sent to the Leader of the House of Commons and to Mr. 
T. Burt, M.P., urging them to reinsert the clauses as drawn by a Com- 
mittee of the whole House of Commons and passed, and the Congress 
hopes members of Parliament will see it their bounden duty to be in their 
places at such reinsertion." 

In the discussion on the amendment of the Factory Acts, Mr. P. 
Maddison hoped that every effort would be made to repeal the order by 
which the Home Secretary could extend the hours worked in non- 
textile factories from 56 to 60 hours per week. 

Mr. B. Juggins again submitted that females should not be employed 
in forging chains, naUs, rivets, bolts, or such articles made from iron or steel. 

Miss Black objected, but, notwithstanding, the Congress unanimously 
approved. 

It was also agreed that a minimum of 350 cubic feet of space should 
be required in any factory or workshop for each person employed. 

A protest was entered against mat-making in prisons being put in 
competition with private firms. 

OuK Seamen. 

Mr. Alexander Wilkie, who afterwards (in 1906) so well captured 
Dundee for the Labour Party, again secured unanimity for a motion that 
the sailors and seamen should have the same protection in case of acci- 
dents as landsmen, and that on all vessels there should be sufficient and 
competent crews. 

In the " slaughter of the innocents," resolutions were passed in 
favour of better sanitary inspection ; free education ; workmen inspectors of 
railways, and better regulation ; cheaper death certificates ; and weekly 
wages. 

Eesolutions or amendments were passed against compulsory 
insurance of mines, compulsory arbitration, deductions from wages of 
any kind, and the Midland Eailway Company for forcing without notice 
a new condition of service. 

Mr. Charles Freak (who died but a few days ago), who for many 
years had been in a minority, obtained a well-earned reputation for his 
persistence by the adoption of the resolution : " That, in the opinion of 
this Congress, it is desirable to support the opening of museums and art 
galleries on Sundays." 
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The resolution was oarried amid enthasiasm by 45 to 24, many 
delegates remaining neutral. 

The week was full of gaiety before or after Congress hours. On the 
first day a luncheon was given by the Mayor (Mr. F. A. Yeo, M.P.). The 
organised trades of Swansea invited the delegates to the Mumbles, where 
they had a pleasant time. 

The Workingmen's Club was not behind, as during the week every 
hospitality was extended to the visitors. 

Sir Samuel Montague, member for Whitechapel, invited the 
delegates to dinner, and afterwards explained the advantages which could 
be derived to the simplicity of calculation and to the commerce of the 
country by the adoption of a decimal system in the coinage. 

Thus was the week at Abertawe. 

After votes of thanks and the singing of " Auld Lang Syne" the 
delegates were made to well understand 

True friendship's laws are by this rale expressed, 
Welcome the coming, speed the parting guest. 
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APPENDICES. 



Although the preceding pages deal solely with the doings of the Trades Union 
Congress since its first meeting in Manchester in 1868, the record wonld be incomplete 
were not some reference made to a Conference of Trade Delegates, held in London 
during March of the preceding year (1867), convened for the special purpose of 
considering " the status of trade societies consequent upon the judgment in the Court 
of Queen's Bench, and to devise the most effective means by which trade societies 
may obtain the protection of the law for their funds." 

The circular convening the meeting referred to the Bill upon the subject then 
before Parliament, to the Boyal Commission inquiring into Trade Unions, and to 
many other points, including the appointment of witnesses to give evidence before 
the Commission, and to the desirability of electing a Committee to sit concurrently 
with the Commission, watching its proceedings. 

This gathering, convened by the London Working Men's Association, and held 
in St. Martin's Hall on March 8th to 8th, 1867, was the immediate forerunner of the 
existing Trades Union Congress, and, as there appears to be but few copies available 
of the report of the Conference, the inclusion here of the complete Minutes of the 
meeting will lend additional interest to the proceedings of the Trades Union 
Congress : — 

REPORT OF THE TRADES CONFERENCE HELD AT ST. MARTIN'S 
HALL, LONDON, ON MARCH 5th, 6TH, 7TH, AND 8TH, 1867. 

Minutes of Peooebdings. 

Ttiesdwy, March 5th. 

The delegates assembled at 10 o'clock, Mr. George Potter, the president of the 
Working Men's Association, by whom the Conference had been convened, taking the 
chair. 

The Chairman, in opening the proceedings, said : We are assembled here in 
response to an invitation from the Working Men's Association, which, as you know, 
has for its object the political enfranchisement and the social elevation of the 
industrial classes. The circular has been sent out without distinction. I hplieve it 
has been brought generally and extensively into distribution. Not oi/^ society 
within our knowledge has been neglected or uninvited here to-day. I am highly 
gratified to see the response given to the invitation. (Loud cheers.) That invitation 
was sent after the decision in the Queen's Bench In Hornby v. Close, and also after 
the determination of the Government to Institute an inquiry into the legal bearing and 
effect of trade societies. These two subjects will form the basis of our deliberations. 
I need not say much about Trade Unions in this body of delegates. Here assembled, I 
apprehend, are the advocates of Trade Unions from east to west, north and south, who 
have fought long, earnestly, and I may say, successfully in the cause of Labour's 
rights — men who have seen the position of the working classes improved, their wages 
advanced, their hours of labour reduced, and the evils under which they have groaned 
for many years to a great extent ameliorated. (Cheers.) You have been called upon 
to deliberate upon two subjects which I believe affect materially the future welfare of 
our societies. We all know that the repeal of the Combination Laws not only gave us 
. the right to combine but to ask others to combine with us ; and for a number of years 
we have been led to suppose that the funds accumulated for that purpose would be 
sacred, and could not be taken away from us with impunity by those in whose custody 
they were placed. But we find that that Is not the case. It is not for us to say that 
the decision in the Queen's Bench was an erroneous one ; but it is for us now to lay 
down certain conditions whereby we shall demand from the Legislature of this 
country protection for the funds subscribed by our fellow workmen for their own 
advancement and that of their f ellowmen. You are aware that Mr. Neate has brought 
in a Bill with the object of giving temporary protection to some societies. Now I 
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don't like temporary measures ; nor do I think it wise to sanction temporary measures 
when we can get permanent ones. The expense of getting together such a meeting as 
this is very considerable, and while giving due credit to Mr. Neate, we look for a 
measure which will protect all legal societies, and which shall be permanent in its 
results, and satisfactory to the country at large. If a society has a book of rnles, one 
among which is illegal, we wish that the whole body of rules shall not be considered 
illegal, but that the one rule shall be invalid while the main body of rules remain 
valid, so that the persons who have the custody of the funds shall be accountable. 
Now there will be a plan submitted to the Conference, I presume, upon that point. 
We do not wish to maintain anything which is illegal. We cannot effect any good by 
trying to do so. We can express in a rule, or book of rules, all that we desire in 
language which need not be contrary to the statute law. No doubt we have advanced 
very much since the passing of the Combination Laws. By the agency of Trade Unions 
the operatives of this country have been benefited morally, socially, and politically. 
The proof of the good thus effected by Trade Unions is to be found from their existence 
and popularity among the toiling millions of this country, and I am certain that it is 
almost as possible to. re verse the tides in this river as it is to try and crush out the 
trade societies of this country. (Cheers.) There are about 800,000 men belonging 
to our Trade Unions. These men are the most intelligent, the most skilful, the most 
provident, and the most honest of the workingmen of this country ; and can these 
men sit by coolly and allow the Legislature to do what it likes with an organisation 
which they have been at so much trouble and expense to build up 1 (Loud cries of 
" No, no.") Then as regards the Boyal Commission. We do not oppose inquiry. 
We have always courted the light of day. The Press has been always welcome 
whenever it liked to come to our meetings. But although every opportunity has been 
given to the Press to report our meetings, although our books of rules, our annual 
reports and balance sheets have been sent and circulated in every direction, the 
prejudice and ignorance which exist among the upper classes on the subject of Trade 
Unions are terrible to contemplate. That prejudice is as dark and as bitter as can be, 
and the ignorance is, I am sure, only to be accounted for by the prejudice which 
«xists. (Cheers.) Now, the Government has thought it right to institute a Boyal 
Commission to inquire into our actions and our objects. Well, we do not object to 
that. We shall, I hope, be prepared to meet it ; and I think I am right in 
anticipating that from this inquiry will date our future progress and prosperity, for 
we shall be able, I believe, to give such evidence of our objects and desires, and of 
our wish to be moderate in all our demands, that we shall sweep away the prevailing 
prejudice and the ignorance as to our motives and objects. (Hear, hear.) You are 
aware that when the Boyal Commission was announced we felt a great desire that it 
-should be properly constituted, and we asked that one or two workingmen should be 
put upon it, in order that we might have a guarantee that the inquiry would be 
impartial and fair. We therefore waited upon Mr. Walpole, but he told us that the 
Government had come to the conclusion that no working man could be put upon the 
Commission. We then asked for the next best thing that could be got, viz., that one 
or two gentlemen who were practically acquainted with the principles of Trade Unions 
.should be added to the Commission. I hope we exercised good judgment in selecting 
Mr. Frederic Harrison, the barrister, for this office. He is known to most of you as 
having taken an active part in the discussions upon Trade Unions, and in his writings 
iie has shown that he handles the question in a thoroughly exhaustive manner. 
(Cheers.) To the nomination of Mr. Harrison the Home Secretary consented ; and 
perhaps it is better after all that we should not be upon the Commission. It may be 
that the evidence will be very lengthened, and that the report when handed in may 
not be very valuable. It will be laid npon the table of the House, and perhaps little 
notice will be taken of it. I say that, because in 1825 there were four or five reports 
■of Boyal Commissions upon Trade Unions, and I suppose they are laying on the 
table of the House now. Very little use has been made of them, and that may 
be the case now. We shall probably act more usefully, and greater good will result, 
if we elect a committee from this Conference to watch over the evidence given before 
the Commission, and see that the best evidence upon the particular topics which are 
gone into should be given to the Commission. You will, therefore, I hope, see fit to 
appoint six or eight men from this Conference to act as a Trade Union committee, to 
sit in the same room with them, hear the evidence adduced, and make such arrange- 
ments with the representatives of trade societies in the provinces that we may be able 
to bring forward the best men, in whatever part of the country they may be, in order 
to rebut any statements which may be injurious to any particular trade or society. I 
think we have got intelligent men in every trade and society who can do this ; and if 
jou think it right to select a committee of this description, then I think you will do 
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well to pnt all your resources at the disposal of snch a committee, so that witnesses 
may be sent up from any part of the provinces by the day they are wanted. (IJond 
cheers.) These are the two subjects npon which the Conference will deliberate. 
He hoped their deliberations would ba conducted in a spirit of moderation and 
calmness, and thai every delegate, while expressing himself freely, would do so in a 
kind and considerate manner. Mnch (he continued) as we have done for our trade 
associations and our fellow men, this Conference will be a stepping-stone for us to do 
more. Much more remains to be achieved ; and I believe that success awaits us if 
we will only be united — if our motto is, " Let men sink and measures progress," and 
the good of all, not the good of a few, be the end of our deliberations. (Cheers.) 
Labour has never been represented as it is to-day. There are delegates in the room 
from 65 societies belonging to this city, from twelve provincial Trades Councils, and 
25 provincial trade societies. Good must come from the deliberations of such a body, 
and my heart's desire is that good may come, and that we shaU go unitedly forward 
in the great work of ameliorating the condition of the working men of this country. 
(Loud cheers.) 

Mr. Hartwell, secretary pro tem., read a report from the Committee of the 
Association explaining the reasons which had induced the Association to call the 
delegates together. 

The Committee op the Woekingmbn's Association to the London 
AND Provincial delegates of the Tkades Societies. 

Fellow Workmen, — The important crisis through which the Trade Unions of 
the United Kingdom is now passing is our justification for calling their representa- 
tives together on the present occasion, and we rejoice that our invitation has been 
so cordially and so generally responded to, resulting in one of the most numerous 
and influential trades' delegate meetings that has ever been assembled together. 
For the last few months the columns of a large portion of the public Press have 
been teeming with attacks upon Trade Unions and their leaders, never before 
equalled for violence and misrepresentation ; every possible event that has 
occurred in connection with them has been distorted and misrepresented, with 
the evident object of exciting to a still greater extent the prejudice already 
existing in the public mind against these organisations. They have been 
accused, not only of being the direct cause of the distress now unhappily existing 
in many branches of industry throughout the country, but of driving, by their 
extortionate and unjust demands, capital and trade into foreign countries. It 
would be an insult to the delegates now assembled for us to use any arguments 
to them in refutation of these fallacies, but we cannot shut our eyes to the fact 
that these statements, repeated over and over again, have had some effect on that 
portion of the public who form their opinions from leading articles in the public 
journals. 

While these virulent attacks upon Trade Unions were daily taking place in 
the Press, a judgment was given in the Court of Queen's Bench, which, unex- 
pected in its character, struck at the very existence of trade societies, and placed 
the funds of every one of these societies at the mercy of any dishonest officer who 
might obtain possession of them. We allude to the decision given in the case of 
the Boiler Makers and Lron Ship Builders in the Court of Queen's Bench on the 
16th of January last. By this judgment any trade society, although its rules may 
have been deposited with the Begistrar-General of Friendly Societies, was deprived 
of any protection from the law for its funds, even for those funds which were 
expressly subscribed for a benevolent or charitable purpose. This judgment 
naturally created a great sensation, and more than one of the London daily 
papers publicly expressed the belief and hope that by it Trade Unionism had 
received its death-blow. Under these circumstances, and after waiting for some 
days, and not seeing any action taken in the case by other bodies, the London 
Working Men's Association— a body composed mainly of Trade tjnionists — 
instructed its committee to call the trades of the kingdom together in conference, 
to consider the best means to be taken to avert the evils certain to result from the 
judgment in question ; and on the 30th of January the circular by which this 
Conference was convened was issued. Within a few days after the issuing of the 
circular , a deputation from four London societies waited upon Mr. Walpole, the 
Home Secretary, upon the subject, but could obtain no promise that the Govern- 
ment would in any way interpose to put the law on a more satisfactory footing. Mr. 
Walpole, however, intimated lo the deputation that the Government were about 
to take some action in reference to Trade Unions, by which, as it afterwards 
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appeared, he allnded to the Boyal Commission of Inquiry into the Working 
of Trade Unions. Immediately after the opening of Parliament Mr. Neate, 
M.P. for Oxford, introduced a Bill into the House of Commons, by which 
he proposed, until the end of the present session, to place trade societies, so far 
as relative to their funds, under the protection of the law, but the Government 
withheld any promise of its support to that Bill. It will he the duty of the Con- 
ference to consider this Bill, and whether, it being but of a temporary character, 
it meets the requirements of the case, or whether a Bill of a more definite and 
permanent nature is not necessary. The Committee have every confidence that 
there will be intelligence enough amongst the assembled delegates to devise such 
measures as will effectually meet the present case. 

In accordance with the promise made by Mr. Walpole to the deputation 
above alluded to, amongst the first measures Introduced into Parliament by the 
Government was the Trades Union Commission Bill, appointing the Boyal 
Commission of Inquiry into the Working of Trade Unions, and defining the 
powers of that Commission. This Bill has passed through the House of 
Commons, and will, doubtless, in a few days receive the Boyal assent. The 
trades generally have made no objection to this Commission of Inquiry, feeling 
convinced as they do, that if only simple justice be done them, the unions will 
come out of that inquiry not only scatheless, but with honour and credit. 
But although there was no objection made to the issuing of the Comniission, 
considerable dissatisfaction was felt at the manner in which it was composed, 
and a general desire was expressed that some workingmen — Trade Unionists — 
should be placed upon the Commission. Fully participating in this feeling, the 
Working Men's Association appointed a deputation, composed, with but one 
exception, of members of Trade Unions, to wait upon Mr. Walpole, the Home 
Secretary, for the purpose of inducing the Government to place two or three 
workingmen on the Commission. Mr. Walpole, however, after listening to their 
statements and reasons with great courtesy, informed the deputation that point 
had already been carefully considered by himself and his colleagues, and had 
been decided in the negative. Finding their efforts in this direction fruitless, the 
deputation then suggested that some gentlemen in whom the Trade Unionists at 
large had confidence, and who had made themselves practically acquainted with 
the working of trade societies, should be placed on the Commission. Mr. Walpole 
said he would not object to place any one gentleman the deputation might name 
upon the Commission, but that was the extent to which he could go, the names 
of the gentlemen forming the Commission having already received the sanction 
of Her Majesty. The deputation accordingly named several gentlemen, but 
ultimately Mr. Frederic Harrison, barrister-at-law. Well and honourably known 
to: Trade Unionists by his writings on their behalf, was accepted by Mr. Walpole, 
with the full concurrence of the whole of the deputation. The Working Men's 
Association therefore feel that they may congratulate themselves and their 
brother unionists on the result of their deputation, as they understand the 
appointment of Mr. Harrison has given universal satisfaction. 

Under the above circumstances the Committee feel that the original object 
of the Conference— the consideration of the legal status of Trade Unions— must 
be enlarged, and it is therefore proposed that the Conference, after disposing of 
the above question, shall proceed to the consideration of how it can best make 
the Commission of Inquiry conducive to the interests of Trade Unions, by taking 
the necessary steps for having such evidence laid before the Commission by 
competent witnesses as shall refute the calumnious statements so repeatedly 
brought against them ; and it is suggested that can be most effectually done by 
the Conference appointing a small committee on behalf of the trades, to sit 
concurrently with the Commission, to watch its proceedings, to hear the evidence 
given, and to bring up rebutting testimony against any evidence that may 
injuriously bear upon the action of Trade Unions. This is the course that was 
adopted by the trades of London in the case of the Select Committee of the 
House of Commons on trade combinations which sat in 1837, and a course that 
resulted in the complete triumph of the trade societies of that day over the gross 
misrepresentations to which they were subjected. We believe a similar 
successful result must take place in the present instance it the course recom- 
mended be adopted. As there is some difference, however, between a Committee 
of the House of Commons and a Boyal Commission, it will be necessary to 
obtain the consent of the Home Secretary for the course proposed, and for this 
purpose it is recommended that a deputation from the Conference wait upon 
Mr. Walpole. 
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The Committee of the Workingmen's Asaooiation having thus far fulfilled 
what they deemed their duty in calling the present Oonferenoe, now leave the 
question in the hands of the delegates, trusting what they have done will meet 
with general approval. They have acted in a spirit of unity and good feeling 
towards all ; they invited all trades to send representatives to the Conference ; 
and, while they feel proud of the general response given to that invitation, they 
deeply regret that three or four of the influential London trades, or rather the 
Executive Councils of those trades, should have thought fit to hold aloof from 
the Conference, and isolate themselves from the general body of their brother 
unionists. 

Signed on behalf of the Committee, 

GEOBaE POTTEH, President. 
B. Haetwell, Secretary. 
March 5th, 1867. 

On the motion of Mr. Baines, bruahmaker, seconded by Mr. Holly, tailor, the 
report was adopted. 

The Secretary then read a list of the trades and Councils represented at the Con- 
ference, with the number of their constituents. 

Trades Councils. 

Edinburgh Trades Council — Mr. W. Troup, Buchanan's Temperance Hotel. — 6,000 

members. 
Glasgow United Trades Council — Messrs. Swan and Proudfoot, Bell Hotel, Trongate. 

— 5,000 members. 
Association of Organised Trades of Sheffield — Mr. Dronfield, Banchory Avenue, 

Highfield.— 6,000 members. 
Liverpool United Trades Protection Society. — Mr. C. Williams, 35, Daulby Street. 

■—4,000 members. 
Manchester and Salford Trades Council. — Mr. W. H. Wood, 2, Brownbill, Salford, 

29, Water Street, or 3, Crown Inn, King Street, Salford. — 10,000 members. 
Wolverhampton Trades Council. — Mr. E. Davis, Secretary, J. Humphries, 52, 

Chapel Street, Dudley Bead. — 700 members. 
Preston Trades Council.— Mr. G. Wooton, 111, Oxford Street, Preston.— 1,434 

members. 
Halifax Trades Council. — Mr. Atkins, Moorfields, Skircoats. — 700 members. 
Nottingham Building Trades Council. — Messrs. Spencer and Stanton, Old Dog and 

Partridge, Parliament Street. — 600 members. 
Association of Organised Trades of Nottingham. — ^Messrs. Pullon and West (Mr. 

West, Trinity Square). — 1,100 members. 
Sheffield Trades Defence Committee. — Mr. Austin, Atteroliffe Boad. — 2,000 

members. 

Teade Societies.- Peovinciai,. 

Boiler Makers and Iron Shipbuilders (Executive Council). — Mr. Allen, 5, Camden 

Street, London Boad, Liverpool. — 9,000 members. 
Associated Ironworkers of Great Britain. — Mr. W. Hobson, Mill Street, Brierley Hill. 

— 2,000 members. 
* General Union of Carpenters (Manchester). — ^Mr. B. Last (absent), 10, Bosamond 

Terrace, Bosamond Street, Hnlme. — 10,000 members. 
Operative Stonemasons (Executive Council). — Mr. T. Connolly, 12, Shepherd's 

Place, Eennington Lane. — 17,762 members. 
Glass Bottle Makers' Protection Society (Yorkshire). — Mr. W. Lindsay, Castleford, 

Yorkshire. — 670 members. 
Northern Counties' Association of Cotton Spinners (Manchester). — Mr. Mawdsley, 

55, Store Street, Great Ancoats. — 6,000 members. 
Millmen's Association, West Bromwich (Executive Committee). — Mr. Garner, 1,500 

members. 
Copper Plate Printers of the Staffordshire Potteries. — Mr. Corne. — 140 members. 
Spinners and Minders of Preston. — Mr. T. Banks, Spinners' Institute. — 800 

members. 
Flint Glass Makers' Society of Great Britain and Ireland. — Mr. J. Leicester, 5, 

Tennison Street, York Boad, Lambeth, London. — 1,668 members. 

* There appears to have been some misuudet&tanding in therepiesentation^of this important body. 
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Kational ABsociation of Plasterers (Executive Council). — Mr. C. WiUiams, 35, Daulby 

Street. — 3,000 membera. 
Painters' Society (Woolwich).— Mr. Carter, 69, Harrison Street, Begent Square, 

W.C.— 40 members. 
Lace Makers' Society (Nottingham).— Mr. Varney, 73, Alfred Street, Nottingham.— 

900 members. 
Canterbury Joiners' Society. — Mr. A. Perry, 10, Broad Street. — 30 members. 
Leicester Joiners' Society.— Mr. Garner, 15, Guthlaxton Street, Leicester.- 200 

members. 
Crate Makers' Society, Hanley, Staffordshire.— Mr. Baggaly, 73, Church Street, 

Fenton, Staffordshire, Potteries. — 300 members. 
West Yorkshire Miners' Association. — ^Mr. Holmes, Holmville, Methley, Leeds. — 

2,000 members. 
Amalgamated French Polishers' Association (Executive). — Mr. Apted, 109, Tork 

Street, City Boad, Hnlme, Manchester. — 160 members. 
French Polishers' Society, Manchester.— Mr. T. Grindley, 109, York Street, City 

Boad, Hulme, Manchester. 
Cotton Spinners' Association, Bolton. — Messrs. Winstanley and Holt, Working Men's 

Club, Bolton. — 800 members. 
Miners' National Association. — Messrs. Macdonald, Pickard, and Normansell, Nelson 

Street, Barnsley. — 36,000 members. 
Power Loom Carpet Weavers, Kidderminster. — Mr. A. Penney, Boulter's Lane, 

Folley Burne. — 500 members. 
Amalgamated Tailors of England. — ^Mr. John Holly, 6, New York Street, Ardwiok, 

Manchester. — 11,000 members. 
Birmingham Joiners' General Union of Carpenters. — Mr. John Wilson, Birmingham. 

— 400 members. 
Amalgamated Association of Malleable Iron Workers. — Mr. John Kane, 36, Ellison 

Street, Gateshead. — 3,000 members. 
Power Loom Weavers' Association of Preston. — Mr. Edmundson, Weavers' Institute, 

Lawson Street. — 2,350 members. 
Manchester Alliance of House Painters. — Mr. B. Shaw — Mr. Sharpies, 188, Begent 

Street, Salford, Manchester. — 3,980 members. 
Bleachers and Trimmers, Basford, Notts. — By letters-Mr. Hunter, Wellington Street, 

Old Basford. 
Huddersfield Cloth Dressers' Association. — By letter — White Lion Inn, Cross 

Church Street. 
Amalgamated Silk Twisters, Leek. — By letter — Leek, Staffordshire. 

LONDON. 

London Society of Compositors. — Messrs. Self and Lee, 3, Bacqnet Court, Fleet 

Street. — 3,300 members. 
United Branches of the Silver Trade. — Mr. Brodie, Crown and Can, St. John Street, 

Clerkenwell. 
Amalgamated Union of Bakers. — Mr. Taylor, 32, Gee Street, Goswell Boad. — 3,000 

members. 
United Brushmakers' Society. — Messrs. Bains and Parish, Baptist's Head, St. John's 

Lane, Clerkenwell. — 400 members. 
Shipwrights of the Port of London. — Mr. J. Wilson, 25, Stanley Terrace, Deptford. 

— 1,700 members. 
Horse Shoe Fund Society. — Messrs. Petty, Hierons, Farrow, and Ellis, Fountain, 

New Street, Golden Square. — 650 members. 
Amalgamated Sadlers' Society. — Mr. Hunt, 17, Mitre Place, Broadwall, Blackfriars 

Boad. — 630 members. 
Steam Engine Makers. — Messrs. W. Hutton, T. Sinker, and C. Harrison, 188, Black- 
friars Boad. — 2,500 membera, 
Plumbers' West End Society. — Messrs. M. Briggs, 76, Davies Street, Oxford Street. 

— 45 members. 
Co-operative Tin Plate Workers' Society. — Mr. Prangnell, Old Black Jack, Lincoln's 

Inn Fields. — 300 members. 
Leather Shavers' Society. — Mr. Aspenlon, 157, Bermondsey Court. — 100 members. 
Friends of Freedom Carpenters' Society. — ^Mr. Curnow, 31, Oval, Hackney Boad. — 

230 members. 
Silver Cup Carpenters' Society. — Mr. Upshall, Silver Cup, Cromer Street, Gray's 

Inn Boad. — 200 members. 
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Banning Horse Carpenters' Society. — Mr. French, 20, Sherbourne Street, Blandford 

Square, N.W. — 112 members. 
Progressive Carpenters' Society. — Mr. Harris, 30, Brook Mews, Paddington. — 91 

members. 
Old Lambeth Carpenters' Society. — Mr. Birks, 41, North Street, Eennington Boad. — 

ISO members. 
Hand of Fellowship Carpenters' Society.— Mr. Coxon, 7, Smith's Terrace, St. James's 

Boad, Blue Anchor Boad, Bermondsey. — 23 members. 
Adam and Eve Carpenters' Society. — Mr. Walsby, 12, Pownall Place, Hackney 

Boad. — 36 members. 
Perseverance Carpenters' Society. — ^Mr. Burgess, 17, Paradise Terrace, Islington. — 

50 members. 
Independent Carpenters' Society. — Mr. Hockin, 6, Banelagh Boad, Westbonme 

Square, W., Paddington. — 60 members. 
Moore Arms Carpenters' Society. — Mr. John Lea, 67, Newington Butts, S.E. — 35 

members. 
West End French Polishers' Society. — ^Mr. H. Leaver, Three Tuns, Oxford Street. 

— 190 members. 
Braziers' Hand in Hand Society. — Mr. Dunmow, 19, Lever Street, Goswell Boad. — 

— 56 members. 
Kings' Arms Gilders' Society. — Mr. Chapman (Absent), Poland Street, Oxford 

Street. 
Three Doves' Gilders' Society. — Mr. Buchan, 24, Berwick Street, Oxford Street. — 70 

members. 
Union Guilders' Society. — Mr. Boberts, Marlborough Inn, Blenheim Steps, Oxford 

Street. — 95 members. 
United Order of Smiths. — ^Messrs. Gardner and Loader, 92, Lisson Grove.— 40 

members- 
Wood and Tin Packing Case Makers' Society. — ^Mr. BowUer, 12, Ernest Street, 

Grange Boad, Bermondsey. — 500 members. 
Plasterers' Society, Wandsworth. — Mr. C. C. Stewart, 4, Lavender Villas, Lavender 

Boad, Battersea, Surrey.— 47 members. 
Printers' Warehousemen' Association. — Mr. J. Winn, Falcon, Gongh Square. — 35 

members. 
Paper Hangers' Society. — Messrs. Falshaw, Lewis, and Saunders (withdrawn), 19, 

Bobinson Bow, Eingsland. — 105 members. 
Alliance Cabinet Makers. — Mr. Holton, Finsbury Hall, Bunhill Bow. — 800 members. 
Amalgamated Society of Smiths. — Mr. Earfoot (absent), Hope and Anchor, Pond 

Place, Chelsea. 
Ship Biggers' Association. — Mr. G. Gray, 26, Upper Chapman Street, St. George's- 

in-the-East. — 450 members. 
Fancy Cabinet Makers' Society. — ^Mr. Potts, Queen's Head, Wharf Boad, City Boad. 

— SO members. 
St. Martin's Society of Painters. — Messrs. Squire and Alston, 14, Bathbone Place, 

Oxford Street. — 140 members. 
Westboume and Bayswater, ditto. — Mr. Martin, 28, Clarendon Street, Hanover Boad, 

Paddington, W. — 50 members. 
The Castle, ditto.— Mr. J. Cole, Edinbro' Castle, Welbeck Street, Cavendish 

Square. — 33 members. 
Western Provident, ditto. — ^Mr. Martin, 20, Great Marylebone Street, Portland 

Place. — 50 members. 
Enterprise, ditto. — ^Mr. F. G. Ward, Albemarle Arms, South Street, Grosvenor 

Square. — 39 members. 
Hope, ditto. — ^Mr. J. Daly, 9, Buckingham Place, Pimlico. — 50 members. 
Grosvenor Basin, ditto. — Messrs. Hutton and Frost, Grosvenor Basin, Pimlico. — 

130 members. 
Trimmers' and Harness Makers' Society. — ^Messrs. Turner and Bogers, 43, Ormond 

Street, Fortman Square. — 50 members. 
Plasterers (No. 1 Lodge, N.A.). — Mr. M'Namara, 45, Badnor Street, King's Bow, 

Chelsea. — 270 members. 
Gas Meter Makers' Society.— Mr. A. T. Harris, 24, Shap Street, Pearson Street, 

Eingsland Boad. — 140 members. 
London Farriers' Trade Society.— Mr. G. Wolfe, 14, Henry Street, St. John's 

Wood. — 58 members. 
Hatters' Society. — Mr. Miokeson, Prince and Princess, Gravel Lane, Southwark. — 
850 members. 
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Bookbinders, Consolidated Iiodge. — Mr. Banning, 5, Bacquet Court, Pleat Street. — 

650 members. 
Garment Dyers' Society. — Messrs. Dron, Flower, Caldwell, and Hoggins, Cross 

Keys, Harpar Street, Theobald's Boad, Bloomsbury. — 150 members. 
Wood Turners' Society. — Mr. Packer, 38, Union Street, Lambeth Walk.— 50 

members. 
Oeneral Council of Painters. — Messrs. Sharman and Drinkwater, 15, Store Street, 

Tottenham Court Boad. — 3,000 members. 
Portmanteau and Trunk Makers' Society. — Mr. Pattison, 7, Canterbury Court, St. 

Andrew's Hill, City. — 140 members. 
National Association of Bope and Twine Spinners. — Mr. T. Ashton, 25, James 

Terrace, Back Boad, Shadwell. — 600 members. 
Bope Makers' Society. — Mr. John Sibbett, 25, Bichard Street, Bromley, Middlesex. 

— 100 members. 
East End Cabinet Makers' Society. — Mr. Langridge, 2, Avenell Terrace, Libra Boad, 

near Bow. — 50 members. 
Operative Briokmakers. — Mr. Burn, 12, North Street, Whiteohapel. — 1,000 members. 
Carmen's General Protection Society. — Messrs. Wilkins and Carverso, Saracen's 

Head, Camomile Street, Bishopsgate Street. — 25 members. 
French Polishers' Trade Association. — Mr. Howe, Star and Garter, Poland Street, 

Oxford Street. — 100 members. 
Hammermen's Society. — Messrs. Key and Hayes, 26, Thomas Street, Gibson Street, 

Lambeth. — 220 members. 
Upholsterers' Society, Black Horse. — ^Mr. W. Preeoe, 22, Charlotte Street, Bathbone 

Place. — 85 members. 
United Composition and Ornamental Trade Society. — Mr. Hodgkinson, 18, Albion 

Street, King's Cross, N. — 70 members. 
Brass Finishers' Protective Society. — Mr. Turner, Bell Inn, Old Bailey. — 3,000 

members. 
Cork Cutters' Society. — Mr. Adshead, 150 members. — Secretary, John Thomson, 

Crown and AnvU, Sun Street, Minories. 
Coach Wheelers' Society.— Mr. S. Hill, 11, Wood Street, Westminster. — iOO 

members. 
Boiler Makers' Society. — Mr. Sweeting, 15, Cawdor Street, St. Leonard's Boad, 

Bromley. 
Tailors' Protective Association. — Messrs. Druitt and Lawrence, Green Dragon, 

King Street, Begent Street. — 7,000 members. 
Tallow Chandlers' Society. — ^Mr. Boulton, Veteran, 247, Whitechapel Boad. — 65 

members. 
North London District N. A. Plasterers. — Mr. Painter. — 640 members. 
Beehive Lodge General Union of Carpenters. — Mr. Mitchley, 48, Godfrey Street, 

Chelsea. — 75 members. 
United Curriers' Society. — ^Mr. Carr, Black Jack, Portsmouth Street, Lincoln's 

Inn Fields. — 400 members. 
Seamen's Mutual Benefit Society. — Mr. J. Hughes, 37, Grafton Street, Mile End 

Boad. — 380 members. 
Lightermen and Watermen of the Biver Thames. — Mr. B. Fairbaim, 5, Upper 

Stamford Street, Lambeth. — 1,600 members. 
Tin Plate Workers. — Mr. Judd, Bell Inn, Old Bailey. — 250 members. 
Working Men's Association. — Messrs. George Potter, Hartwell, and Jenkins, 10, 
Bolt Court, Fleet Street. — 600 members. 

The Chairman then vacated the chair, leaving the question of the election of chair- 
man and other officers in the hands of the delegates. 

Mr. Holton, cabinetmaker, proposed, and Mr. Mickeson, hatter, seconded the 
nomination of Mr. G. Potter, as chairman of the Conference. 

Mr. Lawrence, tailor, proposed, and Mr. Druitt, tailor, seconded the nomination 
of Mr. Macdonald, of the Miners' Association. 

Mr. Macdonald, miner, proposed, and Mr. Shaw, painter, seconded the nomination 
of Mr. John Holmes, of Leeds. 

The Secretary having put the respective names to the meeting, the following was 
the result : Mr. Holmes, seven votes ; Mr. Macdonald seven votes, and Mr. Potter 
almost unanimously. 

Mr. Potter then took the chair. 

Mr. Hartwell was then elected as secretary, and Mr. John Holmes as treasurer to 
the Conference without Opposition. 
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On the motion of Mr. Macdonald every delegate present gave in a return of the 
number of men he represented, which return was ordered to be placed on the list of 
delegates, and printed. 

Mr. Macdonald then moved: "That the payment of expenses attending the 
meeting of the Conference shall be met by a levy on the trades represesented, per 
500 members, and all those trades represented, under 500 in number, shall pay for 
500 men." 

Mr. Proudfoot, Glasgow Trades Council, seconded the resolution. 

Mr. John Lea, joiner, moved as a rider : " That the travelling expenses of dele- 
gates from the provinces be refunded out of the funds equally levied upon the aggre- 
gate nnmber of members represented at this Conference." 

Mr. John Kane, ironworker, seconded the rider. 

Mr. T. Banks, spinner, proposed an amendment : " That a levy per 100 members 
be made upon all societies represented at the Conference, and every society having 
the fractional part of 100 shall pay for the full nnmber." 

Mr. Miokesou, hatter, seconded the amendment. 

On the various propositions being put to the meeting, the amendment was carried 
by a large majority. 

The Conference then adjourned for an hour. 

On the Chairman again taking his seat, 

Mr. Macdonald moved : " That every delegate be allowed one vote for every 100 
members he represented or paid for." 

Mr. Swan, Glasgow Trades Council, seconded the resolution. 

Mr. Proudfoot, Glasgow Trades Council, moved as an amendment : " That such 
mode of voting be defined to all questions involving financial liabilities." 

Mr. Davis, Wolverhampton Trades Council, seconded the amendment. 

Mr. Baines, brnshmaker, moved, as a second amendment : " That all members 
of this Conference have equal voting powers." 

Mr. Carr, currier, seconded this amendment. 

Mr. Normansell, miner, moved a third amendment : " That each delegate pay at 
once 5s. towards the Conference, with equal voting powers, and that the resolution 
carried at the morning sitting be rescinded." 

Mr. Squire, painter, seconded this amendment. 

On being put to the vote, 78 delegates voted for the amendment of Mr. 
Normansell, whereupon the movers of the original motion, and of the first and 
second amendments, withdrew their motions. 

The Chairman proposed that the Conference should proceed to the appointment 
of a committee for general purposes and for finance, and the opinion of the delegates 
was taken as to whether there should be two committees, one for general purposes 
and one for finance, or one committee only. It was decided by a large majority in 
favour of one committee only. 

It was then resolved : " That the committee consist of seven members, with the 
officers ex officio ; and that two auditors be also chosen." Agreed to. 

The following delegates were then nominated as the committee : Messrs. 
Normansell, miner ; Wood, Manchester Connoil ; Holly, Amalgamated Tailors ; 
TJpshall, carpenter ; Proudfoot, Glasgow Council ; Shaw, Alliance Painters ; 
Leicester, Glass Makers ; Austin, Sheffield Trades ; Mr. T. Connolly, Operative 
Stone Masons. 

On the show of hands, the following was the result : Mr. Normansell, 66 ; Mr . 
Proudfoot, 64 ; Mr. TJpshall, 59 ; Mr. Leicester, 52 ; Mr. Austin, 47 ; Mr. Wood, 
44 ; Mr. Holly, 40 ; Mr. Connolly, 35 ; Mr. Shaw, 18. The first seven names were 
declared elected. 

Messrs. Eane, ironworker ; Lawrence, tailor; andDunning, bookbinder ; were then 
nominated as auditors. Mr. Dunning received 61 votes, Mr. Lawrence 57, and Mr. 
Eane 51. Messrs. Dunning and Lawrence were elected. 

On the motion of Mr. Wolfe, farrier, seconded by Mr. Austin, Sheffield, it was 
ordered that the sittings of the Conference be from 10 a.m. till 1, and from 2 p m 
to 6. 

Mr. Macdonald moved : " That the Secretary be instructed to write to Sir W. 
Brie, the Chairman of the Commission, asking him when he would receive a deputa- 
tion from this Conference upon the subject." 

Some discussion ensued, but no definite action was taken. 
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Wednesday, March 6th. 

The Chairman took the chair at 10 o'clock. 

The minutes ol the previous day were read and confirmed. 

Mr. Maodonald moved the following resolution : " That the Secretary write to Sir 
W. Erie, the Chairman of the Commission of Inquiry, requesting him to receive a 
deputation from the Conference to consult on the arrangements to be made for con- 
ducting the inquiry before that Commission." 

A Delegate seconded the resolution. 

Hr. Holly moved as an amendment : " That the Secretary write to Mr. Walpole 
requesting him to receive a deputation from the Conference in relation to the Com- 
mission of Inquiry." 

Mr. Austin, Sheffield, seconded the amendment. 

The resolutions were put to the meeting, and the amendment was carried by a 
large majority. 

Mr. Connolly, mason, moved: "That this meeting of trades delegates is of 
opinion that the various trades we represent desire to offer no objection to the fnllest 
and most searching inquiry being instituted by the Boyal Commission appointed by 
the Government into the workings of Trade Unions. We are further of opinion that 
in order to ensure the confidence of the working classes of this country the inquiry 
shall be a fair and impartial one, a committee of seven workmen should be appointed 
by this Conference to sit concurrently with the Commission of Inquiry to hear and 
prepare such evidence to be given before that Commission, aa will place the Trade 
Unions in their proper light before the public generally." 

Mr. Upshall, joiner, seconded the resolution. 

The resolution was agreed to, and the Conference adjourned for one hour for 
refreshment. 

On the reassembling of the Conference, 

Mr. Mickeson, hatter, proposed : " That the Committee appointed by the resolu- 
tions adopted at the morning sitting consists of four provincial delegates and three 
London delegates." 

Mr. Upshall, joiner, seconded the resolution. 

Mr. Macdonald moved as an amendment : " That the committee consist of five 
provincial and two London delegates." 

Mr. John Lea, joiner, seconded the amendment. 

The original resolution was adopted. 

The Conference then proceeded to name the Committee. 

Messrs. Swan and Froudfoot were nominated to represent Scotland, and Mr. 
Proudfoot was elected by a majority of 2 ; the numbers being — for Mr. Proudfoot, 
37 ; Mr. Swan, 35. 

Messrs. Macdonald, miner ; Allen, boilermaker ; Holly, tailor ; Austin, Sheffield ; 
Banks, spinner ; Wood, Manchester Council ; Williams, Liverpool Council ; Holmes, 
West Yorkshire Miners, were then nominated as the three other committeemen for 
the provinces. On the votes being taken, the result was : Wood, 58 ; Holmes, 52 ; 
Allan, 37 ; Macdonald, 34 ; Holly, 29 ; Austin, 28 ; Banks, 17 ; Williams, 5. Messrs. 
Wood, Holmes, and Allen were then declared elected. 

Messrs. Potter ; Connolly, mason ; Leicester, glassmaker ; Mickeson, hatter ; 
Sweeting, boilermaker; Drnitt, tailor; and Upshall, joiner, were then put in 
nomination for the three London Committeemen. On the vote being taken the 
result was— Potter, 70 ; Connolly, 56 ; Leicester, 37 ; Upshall, 32 ; Druitt, 15 ; 
Miokenson, 14; Sweeting, 13. Messrs. Potter, Connolly and Leicester were then 
declared elected. The Committee consists of Messrs. Proudfoot, Wood, Holmes, 
Allan, Potter, Connolly, and Leicester. 

It was resolved that the Committee elect its officers out of its own body. 

The Secretary here announced that the messenger sent to the Home Office had 
brought word back that Mr. Walpole would send a reply. 

Mr. Kane moved : " That, in the opinion of this meeting of trade delegates, it is 
the duty of the several Trades Councils and other Associations of workingmen 
throughout the country, while the Boyal Commission is sitting, to appoint local 
committees for assisting the Conference Committee of workingmen to procure 
evidence and institute such inquiries in their neighbourhood as may be necessary." 

Mr. Lea seconded the resolution. — Agreed to. 

Mr. Holly moved : " That the Committee be instructed to co-operate with all 
other committees appointed for the purpose, and to take such steps to procure evidence 
as, in their discretion, they may deem desirable." 

Mr. West seconded the resolution. — Agreed to. 
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Mr. Upshall moved : " That ten delegates be appointed to form the deputation to 
Mr. Walpole." 

Mr. Austin seconded the resolution. 

Mr. Kane moved, and Mr. Lawrence seconded : " That the committee of seven 
be the deputation." 

Mr. Maodonald moved, and Mr. Dayis seconded : " That the deputation consist of 
15 delegates." 

Mr. Leicester moved, and Mr. Williams seconded : " That the deputation consist 
of 24 delegates." 

On the resolution being put, the number of 15 was adopted by the casting vote 
of the chairman. 

Moved by Mr. Dronfield, and seconded by Mr. Davis : " That with the view of 
facilitating the business of the Conference, the General Purposes Committee be 
instructed to prepare a printed programme of the business to be brought before the 
Conference each day." 

The Conference then adjourned until 10 a.m. on Thursday. 

Thursday, March 7th. 

Mr. Ct. Potter took the chair at 10 o'clock. 

The Secretary read the minutes of the previous day. On the motion that the 
minutes be confirmed, 

Mr. Swan took objection to Mr. Holmes as a member of the Conference Com- 
mittee, and moved as an amendment : " That Mr. Holmes not being a member of any 
trade society is not eligible to serve on the Committee." 

Mr. Perry seconded the amendment. 

Mr. Apted moved : " That one member be added to the Committee, and that he 
be elected from the miners' delegates." 

Mr. Grindley seconded the motion. 

Mr. Connolly moved : " That with a view oi rendering more efficient the Com- 
mittee [of workingmen selected yesterday, three more names be added to the 
number, to consist of men who represent the three great branches of industry, 
viz., the cotton, iron, and mining interests." 

Mr. Shaw seconded the motion. 

Mr. Swan having withdrawn his amendment on the minutes, the votes were then 
taken, when there was a majority for Mr. Connolly's motion. 

The minutes as amended by resolutions passed were then carried. 

Mr. Macdonald, miner ; Mr. Kane, ironworker; and Mr. Leigh, cotton operative, 
were then added to the Conference Committee. 

On the motion of Mr. Normansell, seconded by Mr. Austin, the following 
delegates were appointed as the deputation to wait upon the Home Secretary: Messrs. 
Macdonald, Wood, Swan, Lindsay, Dronfield, Lawrence, Hughes, Banks, Holly, 
Allen, Leicester, Connolly, Kane, Lee, Davis, and the Chairman of the Conference. 

The Conference adjourned at 1 o'clock. 

On the re-assembling of the delegates the Secretary read the letter from Mr. 
Walpole : — 

" Home Office, 7th March, 1867. 
" SlE, — Mr. Walpole has desired me to acknowledge the receipt of yours of 

yesterday's date, and to inform you that he cannot receive a deputation from the 

delegates of the Trade Unions upon the subject of the Boyal Commission 

appointed to inquire into Trade Unions. Mr. Walpole has desired me to add 

that he would be glad if the delegates would send to him in writing such 

observations as they desire to offer for his consideration. 

" I am. Sir, your obedient servant, 

" W. S. WALPOLE." 

Mr. Swan moved : " That the Secretary write to Sir W. Erie to ask him to receive 

a deputation from the Conference." 

Mr. Macdonald seconded the resolution. — Agreed to. 

Mr. Proudfoot moved, Mr. Holmes seconded, and Mr. Connolly supported the 

following resolution, preamble, and Bill : — 

" That, taking into consideration the late decision of the Court of Queen's 
Bench, in reference to Trade Unions, depriving them of all legal recognition, and 
of protection for their funds ; further, taking into consideration the benevolent 
purposes for which the bulk of such funds are subscribed, this meeting of trades' 
delegates is of opinion that it is the bounden duty of the Legislature to enact such 
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laws BB will protect their funds, and thereby place the members of those societies 
on the same footing in respect to their funds as all other classes of her Majesty's 
subjects ; and also bearing in mind the fact that the working of these Trade 
Unions are to be inquired into by a Boyal Commission, and that legislation in 
respect to them may hereafter take place, we consider that a Bill of the following 
nature will answer that purpose : — 

"BrCL. 

" Whereas combinations or associations of the operative classes for the pro- 
tection of their trade interests are recognised by law ; and whereas it appears that 
no adequate security is by law provided for the safety of the funds collected by 
such associations ; be it, therefore, enacted, etc. , etc. 

"Xhat the same protection shall be given to all members of such 
combinations or associations of the operative classes in respect to the funds 
collected for the purposes of the protection of their trade interests as are afforded 
to the members of Friendly Societies by the Friendly Societies' Act ; and shall 
be recoverable from defaulters in the same way and manner as is provided for 
in the said Friendly Societies' Act ; and that their protection in respect to such 
funds shall be effectual whether such associations shall be connected with 
Friendly, Benefit, or Provident Societies, or otherwise, and shall extend to all 
such funds as are not to be devoted to the promotion of objects criminal in their ' 
own nature, but that nothing herein contained Shall entitle the office-bearers of 
such associations or combinations to sue any of their members for arrear of 
contributions, nor in any respect to coerce any individual to become a member of 
such association, or shall give any further legal recognition (except as hereinbefore 
provided for) to such societies as is already given in Law. This Act to have- 
effect until the end of the Parliamentary session next after the Boyal Commission 
of Inquiry on Trades' Unions has given in its report." 

After a lengthy discussion the resolution and Bill were unanimously adopted. 
The Conference then adjourned until Friday at 10 a.m. 

Friday, March 8th. 

The Conference resumed its sitting to-day. On the minutes being read for con- 
firmation, 

Mr. Dronfield wished to ask the Chairman for a further explanation on Mr. 
Neate's Bill. His impression was that the Bill, if adopted, would answer all the 
requirements of the Conference. 

Mr. Macdonald explained that he had from Mr. Neate's own lips that trades^ 
societies — simply trades societies — would not be included in the provisions of his 
BUI. (Hear.) 

Mr. Dronfield expressed himself satisfied. 

Some discussion then took place as to the rumour that the inquiry of the Boyal 
Commission was to be conducted with closed doors. 

Mr. Macdonald said that if the inquiry was a secret one, the Trade Unionists 
would refuse to ^ive any evidence before it, and enter their protest against the whole 
proceedings. (Cheers.) 

The question was ultimately referred to the Conference Committee. 

Mr. Wood moved the following resolution : " That with a view to the adoption 
by the Legislature of the Bill, a draft of which has been approved by the delegates, 
it is recommended by this Conference that public meetings be convened by all trades 
organisations in the country for the promotion of such a measure, and that petitions 
in favour thereof be prepared and forwarded for presentation to Parliament." 

Mr. Lee seconded the resolution, which was adopted. 

Mr. Austin then moved the following resolution : " That the expenses of the 
Committee appointed to take charge of the business connected with the Boyal Com- 
mission be met by a levy of one farthing per head upon those represented at the 
Conference, and that the Committee be empowered to make additional levies up to 
the amount of 2d. per head, and to appeal to all trades unrepresented at the 
Conference." 

Mr. Holton seconded the resolution. 

Mr. Kane moved that the levy be raised by a levy per 100 members. 

Mr. Curnow seconded the amendment. 

After some discussion, it was eventually resolved : " That no steps be taken to 
levy the trades for the expenses of the Committee until the probable expense of the 
Committee be ascertained." 
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The Conference then proceeded to consider the amount per day to be paid to the 
Committee, and it was decided that those members attending from the provinces 
should receive 12s. per day and second-class railway fare, and the Committeemen 
residing in London 9s. daily. 

The resolution as moved above by Mr. Austin respecting the levy of Jd. per head 
was put and agreed to, with the addition that the Committee were empowered to levy 
up to 2d. per head, and to appeal to all trades not represented at the Conference. 

Mr. Austin asked whether the Conference were to contribute to the expense of 
the Sheffield Trades' Defence Committee, or were the Sheffield trades to pay the 
expenses of the special inquiry into the Sheffield outrage, and pay the Conference levy 
as well ? 

The Chairman said it had been decided by the Conference that the committees 
were to be distinct bodies. 

Mr. Lee moved the following resoluton : "Looking at the position in which 
Sheffield is placed by the unfortunate action of the Government in mixing up two 
distinct inquiries in the Boyal Commission, this Conference is of opinion that the 
Sheffield Defence Committee pay its own expenses, but whatever expense they may 
be called upon to incur by order of the Conference Committee shall be defrayed from 
the general fund." 

Mr. Ashton seconded the resolution, which was adopted. 

On the motion of Mr. Macdonald, seconded by Mr. Lee, it was ordered that 10,000 
copies of the minutes of the Conference, with the list and addresses of the delegates, 
be printed and circulated through the trades under the direction of the Committee. 

The sum of £5 was then voted to the Business Committee, Chairman, and 
Auditors for services rendered, being at the rate of 10s. each, £1 to the Treasurer, 
and £4 to the Secretary, for two weeks' services before and after the Conference. 

The Auditors then made their report, from which it appeared that the total 
expense of the Conference for rent of hall, printing, postage, salaries, etc., had been 
£39 Ss. Sid. 

On the motion of Mr. Lee, seconded by Mr. Connolly, it was resolved : " That in 
addition to the 5s. already paid by each delegate, all societies represented, who 
number 1,000 members, shall pay 2s., and the same sum for every additional 1,000 
members, towards the Conference expenses." 

Mr. Austin called attention to the Alliance of Organised Trades for the Prevention 
of Strikes and Lock-outs. He then entered into a statement of the objects of the 
Alliance, and urged the delegates present to bring the question of joining that body 
before their respective trades. 

Mr. Macdonald explained the present position of the Masters' and Workmen's 
Act. Lord Elcho had been urging on the Government to bring in a Bill founded on 
the report of the Committee who sat last session, and had expressed his intention, if 
the Government declined, of bringing in the Bill himself. The Committee who had 
the conducting of the movement were determined not to rest until they had got an 
Act passed abolishing the penal clauses of the present Act. 

Mr. Self (compositor) moved : " That in the opinion of this Conference there is 
no subject of more importance to the workingmen than the repeal of the Masters' and 
Servants' Act, and the delegates here assembled call upon the various trade societies 
to give all the aid they can, pecuniary or otherwise, to the committee formed in 
Olasgow for procuring the repeal of that Act." 

Mr. Dunning (bookbinder) seconded the resolution, which was adopted. 

Mr. Mickeson (hatter) moved, and Mr. Macdonald seconded, a vote of thanks to 
the London Working Men's Association for calling the Conference, and to the 
<Dhairman and Secretary for their services. — Agreed to with loud cheers. 

A communication was here made to the Conference by a provincial delegate from 
the London Trades Council asking the Conference to reconsider its vote of the 
previous day, and give its support to Mr. Neate's Bill ; but the Conference declined 
to entertain the proposal. 

The Conference then broke up, with three cheers for the provincial delegates. 
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DRAFT COPY OF PETITIONS. 
To THE Honourable the Commons of Gbbat Britain and Ireland in 

PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED. 

The Humble Petition of the Undersigned Members of the Society of , 

assembling or meetmg at (or in) in the Parish of , 

County : 

Humbly Shbweth,— 

That your Petitioners have seen with deep concern that by the late decision of 
the Court of Queen's Bench, in the case Horusby v. Close, this organisation of working 
men, in common with nearly two thousand similar associations throughout the 
United Kingdom, are deprived of all legal recognition, and of protection for our funds. 

That such funds having been contributed, not merely for what we consider the 
legitimate protection of our trade interests, but, also, and principally, for mutual help 
and support in seasons of adversity ; your Petitioners humbly submit that such a 
state of the law is an injustice to us as members of the communitj', will tend to foster 
fraud and to discourage provident habits ; and is, therefore, extremely undesirable to 
establish or maintain. 

Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray your Honourable House forthwith to 
enact such a law as will give to ns, and the members of all such societies, the same 
protection for their funds as are enjoyed by all other classes of Her Majesty's subjects 
against fraud and dishonesty. 

And your Petitioners will pray, etc. 



This petition must be written plainly, and one or more names of the Petitioners 
placed on the same sheet. As many sheets as required for the member's signature can 
be added, taking care that they are all attached. Properly prepared Petitions, with 
space for 100 names, will be forwarded to any society, post free, for seven stamps ; 
for every additional 100 names, an extra stamp. Apply to the Secretary. 



BALANCE SHEET. 
Trades' Delegate Conference, London, March, 1867. 



INCOME. 
To amount from Delegates . 



£ s. d. 
26 15 



Balance due to Treasurer* 18 14 



£45 9 5^ 



expenditure. £ s. a. 

By Kent of Hall 12 2 6 

Mr. Dunlop, Printing acct. 1 17 6 

Mr. Bruton, ditto 5 8 

Advertising 7 17 2 

Stationery 15 6 

Postages 1 19 6 

Acts of Parliament 2 3^ 

Two weeks' Salary to Secre- 
tary 4 

Clerk 2 17 

Doorkeeper & Messengers 2 

Amountvoted to Treasurer 10 

Two Auditors, each 5s 10 

Members of Committee 

and Chairman, each lOs. 4 10 

£45 9 Sj 



March 8th, 1867 



Audited, compared with vouchers, and found correct, 

(Signed) 9- !-=£.__ J^^^aito^. 



E. Lee, 
J. Dunning, 



' At that date. 
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No excuse will be needed for inolnding in the " History and Beoolleotions " the 
following extremely interesting and carefully-noted details of the work of Mr. George 
Howell after his appointment by Congress- as Secretary to the Parliamentary 
Committee in 1872, which have been extracted from his Diary* : — 

TEADBS UNION CONGBESS PARLIAMENTAEY COMMITTEE. 

Notes as to work as Parliamentary Secretary : Appointed January 13th, 1872. 

January 15th to 21si : Arranged papers and other matters of Congress for 
future availability, etc. 

January 22nd to 28th. — Drafted circular for funds, took copy to Potter, Allan, 
Ouile, Jones, and Leicester, and sent copy to Macdonald for approval. Took corrected 
copy to printer and saw it through the press. 

January 29th to February 4th. — Sent copies to every member of Committee for 
approval. Leigh and Hicking only replied, others came later. Wrote summary of 
remarks of M.P.'sas to the Criminal Law Amendment Act. Called on Allan, Potter, 
Ouile, Jones, and wrote to Thomas, Macdonald, Hicking, corrected proofs for printer, 
and looked up addresses. 

February 5th to 11th. — Saw McArthur and Lawrence as to Repeal. Addressed 
envelopes for trades ; drafted circular to Members of Parliament. Went to the House 
to see several of the arrivals. 

12th. — Arranged details as to reports. Called for Macdonald; will not come 
till to-morrow. Only three answers to proofs out of ten sent out to Committee. 

13th. — OfBce for letters ; sent replies. Called for Macdonald ; not arrived. Sent 
out more notices, and called on Potter for addresses. Went to the House for three 
hours. 

14th. — ^Answered letters, and sent out circulars. Macdonald at 12 till 1 ; 
reported all I had done. Gave him circular and all puticnlars. Went to Potter, and 
'Consulted him as to action. Macdonald at 1 ; sent out more circulars, and answered 
letters and inquiries. House of Commons for two hours ; got more addresses from 
Potter. Sent notices out for meeting of the Committee. House of Commons with 
Macdonald for two and a-half hours. Potter at 10 ; Spottiswood for Bills at 10-15 ; 
Maodonald's at 11 ; office for papers ; Harcourt's at 12 with Macdonald. Friend 
Arrived; saw and reported to him. Potter and office again at 12-80 ; letters sent out to 
inquirers. Meeting of Committee at 11 ; Mr. Macdonald, Thomas, and Secretary. 
For particulars see minutes. 

Thursday, the 15th. — Saw Harcourt as to repeal of Criminal Law Amendment Act ; 
promised to take it up. Arranged to see him at 12 to-morrow. Saw also Melly, 
Bathbone, and others, as to their support. Got papers ready for next morning. Sent 
off 135 circulars to all the Amalgamated Cordwainers. Answered all letters, entered 
:all minutes. 

Thursday. — Sent out notices of meeting for Friday. Thomas alone came. Went 
io Mr. Maodonald's at 11-80. Called on Allan as to subscriptions. Wrote report for 
Beehive. A portion only in that paper. 

Met on Friday morning. — Alex. Macdonald, Halliday, Thomas, Howell. All 
present went over all matters. Met Mr. Macdonald on Saturday. Agreed as to form 
of report on miners' questions. Drafted parapraph for paper. Went to Potter's and 
:saw Guile, Leicester, and Applegarth. 

Sunday, February 25th. — Entered up all minutes. Wrote memorial ; took it to 
Jones ; went over it together ; rewrote copy. Wrote out copies of paragraphs on 
Mines Bill for newspaper. Wrote out part of report for BeeJmie, and sent out notices. 
Sent out more copies of appeal for funds. Took reports to the daily papers. Worked 
nine hours. 

Monday, 26th. — Meeting of Committee at Allan's at 11, and put four hours in 
writing previously. Three hours at office. House of Commons in the evening; 
altogether worked at it for quite eleven hours this day. 

Tuesday, 27th. — ^After service in St. Paul's, went home and entered minutes ; 
-wrote letters till 1 to meet us and reports, and sent out other circulars. Altogether 
worked five hours on this holiday. 

Wednesday. — Writing report, entering up items, and selecting papers going to 
Potter's and Bupert Kettle. Meeting members of Parliament at 3 o'clock. Spent 
the whole day at the work, 5-30 — ^nine hours. 

* This oop7 has been taken from tbe original notea annexed to the Minutes ot the Parliamentary 
Committee, whioh have found a resting-place in the Bishopsgate Institute. 
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Thursday, 28th. — Letters, two hours; Crompton, three hours; Potter, two 
hours; Mr. Macdonald, one hour; House of Commons, three hours; total, eleven 
hours at the Trades Union business. 

Friday, the 29th, Saturday, March 1st. — April 1st, Co-operative Congress at 
Bolton ; long interview with Kettle as to arbitration. Interview with Slatter as to 
Printers' Association for funds. Ditto with several other Trades Union men who 
were present. 

April 8th to 13th. — Called on Macdonald thrice as to Committee meeting for 
Tuesday. Called for reports, but not yet ready. Down at the House from 4 till 
half-past seven with Macdonald, Allan, and about the Compensation Bill, Criminal 
Law Amendment Act, and long interview with Simon as to the Mines Bill and Com- 
pensation Bill, and with Boden as to the Mines Bill and Truck Bill. 

April 14th to 20th. — Friday, sent out circulars, bills, pamphlets, oases. Met 
Mundella, Morley, Smith, Hughes, and Brassey. Arbitration Bill — notice given on 
Tuesday, introduced on Thursday, placed in printer's hands at once : 20 proofs to be 
had. Compensation BiU. Morrison, Hind Palmer, and Andrew Johnstone. 



[Copy of the original Circular convening the London Congress.] 

THE ANNUAL TEADES CONGRESS AND THE GOVEENMENT TEADE 

UNION BILL. 

The Trades Councils and Trade Societies of the United Kingdom are most 
respectfully informed that the Annual Congress wUl be held in London on Monday, 
March 6th, 1871, at the Portland Eooms, Foley Street, Middlesex Hospital, at 
11 o'clock a.m., to consider the provisions of the Government Trade Union JBill 
and the following important subjects affecting Labour : — 

1. Trades Unions and Legislation. 

2. Mines Eegulatlon BiU : The Truck System and Weekly Payment of Wages. 

3. Employment of Women and Children in Agriculture, Factories, and Work- 

shops. 

4. Convict Labour v. Free Labour. 

5. The Limitation of Apprentices. 

6. Application of Arbitration and Conciliation in Trade Disputes. 

7. Beduction of the Hours of Labour. 

8. Co-operation and Industrial Partnerships. 

9. Taxation, Imperial and Local. 

10. Education, Primary and Technical. 

11. Direct Representation of Labour in Parliament. 

12. International Fraternisation of Labour ; War, Standing Armies, and their 

Injurious Effect on Industry. 

13. Utilisation of Waste Lands and Unemployed Labour. 

14. Emigration as affecting the Workingman. 

15. The Commission Appointed to Inquire into the Working of Friendly 

Societies. 

Every Trades Council and Trade Society are earnestly requested to send 
delegates. Those societies that are not in a position to do so can, if they choose, 
appoint members of the London societies to represent them. 

A note from the society wishing to be so represented, to that effect, will be 
deemed suf&cient. 

Yours respectfully, the Committee appointed at Birmingham to act with the 
London Trades Council to make the necessary arrangements, 

William Crbmbk, 
William haeey, 
Gboege Howell, 
George pottee, 
Geoeqb Odgbe, Secretary. 

All communications to be made to Mr. G. Odger, 18, High Street, Bloomsbury. 
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